
February 4, 2018          Sermon Title:  The Grace-Receiving Christian 
                                          Scripture:  Romans 3:21-25 

Sidebar      Saved, by God’s Charity… 

     If we are going to be saved by God’s grace, then we have to accept it.  Some folks have an easier time with 
that than others.  Donald Miller writes about his struggle with accepting grace in his book, Blue Like Jazz: 

      For a very long time, I could not understand why some people have no trouble accepting the grace 
of God while others experience immense difficulty.  I counted myself as one of the ones who had 
trouble.  I would hear about grace, read about grace, and even sing about grace, but accepting grace is 
an action I could not understand.  It seemed wrong to me not to have to pay for my sin, not to feel guilty 
about it or kick myself around.  More than that, grace did not seem like the thing I was looking for.  It 
was too easy.  I wanted to feel as though I earned my forgiveness, as though God and I were buddies 
doing favors for each other.  

     Enlightenment came in an unexpected place:  a grocery store...While standing in line at the 
checkout counter, the lady in front of my pulled out food stamps to pay for her groceries.  I have never 
seen food stamps before.  They were more colorful than I imagined and looked more like money than 
stamps.  It was obvious as she unfolded the currency that she, I, and the checkout girl were quite 
uncomfortable with the interaction.  I wished there was something I could do.  I wished I could pay for 
her groceries myself, but to do so would have been to cause a greater scene.  The checkout girl quickly 
performed her job, signing and verifying a few documents, then filed the lady through the line.  The 
woman never lifted her head as she organized her bags of groceries and set them into her cart.  She 
walked away from the checkout stand in the sort of stiff movements a person uses when they know 
they are being watched. 

     On the drive over the mountain that afternoon, I realized that it was not the woman who should be 
pitied, it was me.  Somehow I had come to believe that because a person is in need, they are 
candidates for sympathy, not just charity.  It was not that I wanted to buy her groceries, the government 
was already doing that.  I wanted to buy her dignity.  And yet, by judging her, I was the one taking her 
dignity away.  

     I wonder what it would be like to use food stamps for a month.  I wonder how that would feel, 
standing in line at the grocery store, pulling from my wallet the bright currency of poverty, feeling the 
probing eyes of the customers as they studied my clothes and the items in my cart:  frozen pizza, 
name-brand milk, coffee.  I would want to explain to them that I have a good job and make good 
money. 

     I love to give charity, but I don’t want to be charity.  This is why I have so much trouble with 
grace….  

   Don makes a good point:  we prefer to be on the giving end of charity, rather than the receiving end.  Does 
that stem from pride?   Probably.  But when we think about it in these terms, do we really consider ourselves 
above the generosity of God?  Would we really reject the riches of his grace, for the sake of our own 
ego?  Surely not… 

     As Christians, we understand that we must repent of our sins and receive the gift of grace and salvation that 
God offers through his Son, Jesus Christ.    

     But because of his great love for us, God who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved.  (Ephesians 2.4-5) 

       If you are going to Heaven, it will be by the grace of God, through faith in Jesus Christ.  Thank you, Jesus!  


