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The Christian Bible 

     Have you ever wondered how the Bible came together into the 66 books we now call, The Christian 
Bible?  The stories began as oral tradition.  And then the people of faith, beginning with Moses, started 
writing them down.  Different books in the Old and New Testaments, were written by different people, 
over the span of centuries.  By the time of Jesus, the Jewish scriptures included the Torah, or Law of 
Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy), and another collection called “the 
Prophets” (Joshua - 2 Kings [excluding Ruth], plus the prophets).  The complete  Old Testament canon 
as we know it today, was finalized around A.D. 90.  There are 39 books in our Old Testament, including 
the books of Torah, the Prophets, and another collection called the Writings (i.e. Psalms, Ruth, Esther, 
Job).  All the books of the  Old Testament were originally written in Hebrew. 

     The Gospels, Letters, and Revelation were all written in the first century after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.  They were written in Greek, by disciples and early followers of Jesus, including Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, Peter, and Paul.  By the second century A.D., Christian congregations were 
beginning to collect and set apart, specifically Christian writings and treat them as equal to the Hebrew 
writings.   The earliest listing of books identical to our present day list of 27, was prepared by 
Athanasius of Alexandria in A.D. 367.   

     When we read and study the Bible, our goal is not to learn it as we learn Algebra or Science.  But  
rather, to read and get a sense of the epic involvement of God with the children He created.  To see His 
love revealed, and to understand God’s rules as a form of loving discipline, the way a caring parent 
teaches a child.  We read a passage and are surprised by  an unexpected insight, or thrilled by a story 
that resonates with our own experience.  We savor a promise or struggle with a law or principle that 
could potentially change our lives.  We marvel at the compassion, power, and sacrificial love of Jesus 
as we read his stories in the Gospels.  And through all of it, the Holy Spirit meets us and reveals to us, 
what we need in that moment.  And that is the tremendous power of the Scripture:  its ability to facilitate 
an encounter with the divine.  When we read the Bible, we draw near to God….and God draws near to 
us.   

Remember, All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work .                        (2 Timothy 3.16-17 NRSV) 

     So when is the last time you picked up your Bible to read? 

Galileo Galilei  (1564 - 1642) 

     Born in 1564, Galileo was an Italian astronomer, mathematician, and physicist.  Although he had a 
brilliant mind, he never got a university degree.  He studied for four years and then dropped out, 
preferring to study on his own for a couple of years, while tutoring and solving complex problems.  This 
earned him the chair of mathematics at the University of Pisa (where the tower was already leaning)!  
This unprecedented advancement made him some significant enemies, as well. 

     Galileo was a devout Christian who thrived on studying the natural world around him and describing 
the results mathematically.  He was awed by the beauty and complexity of the world around him, gave 
credit to God for it, and used both science and faith to understand and interpret the world around him.  
“God is known by nature in his works, and by doctrine in his revealed word.”          

     The tide in Pisa turned against him when Galileo humiliated his enemies with public demonstrations 
of their errors.  For example, Galileo proved, contrary to his Aristotle-following colleagues, that bodies 
of different weights, fall at the same velocity.  So, his enemies ran him off within two years.  But other 
friends got him the chair of mathematics at Padua and he worked there for 18, very productive and 
happy years.  Among his other contributions to science, Galileo did not invent the telescope but he 
greatly improved upon it.  

     Galileo fell out of favor with the Church over his belief in Copernicus’ theory that the sun (not the 
earth) was the center of the universe...   


