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History of Pentecost 

 Pentecost originated in the Old Testament as a Jewish holiday that fell 50 days 
after Passover.  It was a festival of thanksgiving to God for the harvest.  Then in Acts 
chapter 2 of the New Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon the 120 followers of Jesus 
Christ.  This occurred approximately 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection.  On the day of 
Jesus’ return to Heaven ( or Ascension, which we celebrated last Sunday), Jesus had 
instructed the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they received the promised gift of the 
Spirit.  Obediently, they waited, even though they didn’t know exactly what was coming, 
or how it would come.  They only knew it would help them to be good witnesses for 
Jesus to the rest of the world… 

 Fifty days after Passover, the gift arrived and the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
believers.  What looked like a tongue of flame rested upon each of them and they began 
to speak in other languages, proclaiming the wonders of God!  Other Jews from all over 
the world who were still in Jerusalem, heard the disciples testifying and were amazed.  
Peter then addressed the crowd and helped them understand that God was pouring out 
His Holy Spirit upon them, so that everyone could hear and understand what God had 
done in Jesus Christ.  The invitation to repent, believe in the Lord, and get right with 
God was for all people. 

 That very day, around 3000 people repented of their sins, were baptized, and 
received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Thus, Pentecost and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit ushered in the birthday of the church!   

          The same power that came upon those first disciples, still comes upon God’s 
people today.  We believe that when a person repents of their sin and gives their life to 
Christ, they are filled with the Holy Spirit.  Why?  For the same reasons:  so we can be 
good witnesses for Jesus Christ.   

  

Spiritual Fruit and Gifts 

  The Holy Spirit has fruit which grows in every believer.  The fruit of the Spirit is 
listed in Galatians 5 as: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.  And the Holy Spirit provides gifts to people.  Gifts are 
given on an individual basis and no one receives all the gifts but everyone receives at 
least one of them.  These gifts are listed in 1 Corinthians 12 as:  wisdom, knowledge, 
faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, speaking in tongues, interpreting 
tongues, apostles, prophets, teachers, and administration.  

 The fellowship of those early believers was wonderful and the church took off!  
New Christians devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  And the end of Acts chapter 2 says that the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 Today, we are still called by God to repent of our sin and receive Jesus Christ as 
Savior.  We also receive the Holy Spirit who guides and gifts us so we can share the 



message of Jesus Christ.  And when we are faithful to that task, the Lord still adds daily 
to the church those who are being saved. 

 So what’s your gift?  And how are you using it to witness for Jesus Christ? 

  

      

  

  

 


