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 The Woman at the Well 

 
     The story of Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well in John 4, records Jesus’ longest 
conversation with one person in the Gospels.  In his encounter, the woman erects a number  of 
barriers.  She finds all kinds of things to get between her and Jesus.  I wonder how often we do 
the same? 
  
     For starters, the woman erects a barrier of prejudice. Jews and Samaritans held deep 
animosity toward one another and it was not the custom for Jews and Samaritans to interact in 
a casual, friendly way.  When she asks Jesus, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman.  
How can you ask me for a drink?” she is using that prejudice as a barrier to interaction. 
  
     The poet Maya Angelou wrote, “Prejudice is a burden which confuses the past, threatens the 
future, and renders the present inaccessible.”  Indeed, that is the woman at the well’s first 
impulse:  to use prejudice as a kind of defense against interaction with Jesus.         
  
     Another barrier she tried was a social custom of the time.  In that day, Jewish men did not 
interact with any woman in public (except perhaps their mother, wife, or daughter).  She tries to 
use social custom as another defense against having to deal with Jesus.  But Jesus is not so 
easily dismissed.  He continues their conversation, despite her initial objections. 
  
     Another barrier to interaction is that Jesus is an outsider.  Jews usually went out of their way 
NOT to travel through Samaria.  He was just passing through so why should she have to deal 
with him.  Do we ever have such an attitude toward others?  “They are just passing through,” we 
think, “keep walking.  Somebody else will help them….”   
  
  
      And finally, the woman was reluctant to be honest 
with Jesus.  Jesus told her to “Go, call your husband 
and come back.”  The woman answered, “I have no 
husband,” which was technically true, but not fully 
honest.  In fact, she had been married five times and 
the man she was with now, she was not married 
to….and Jesus knew it.  Perhaps the woman figured 
that was none of Jesus’ business.  She would interact 
with him on the surface, but the real depth of her life - 
that was private.  So she tried to hold Jesus at arms’ 
length…. 
  
     Well, we do that, too.  We dress up and get all looking good for worship.  But how do we 
relate to Jesus when we get home from work or school, or when we are mad and frustrated and 
tired and scared?  Do we connect with Jesus then, or only on Sunday mornings?  Are we open 
with Jesus about the messy parts of our lives, or are we less than honest with Jesus (and 
ourselves)?  The Samaritan woman found it difficult to be open and honest with Jesus...and so 
do we. 
  
  
     The good news is, Jesus is persistent.  Despite all the barriers she tried to erect so she 
wouldn’t have to deal with him, she finally connected with Jesus.   She even went on to tell 
others about Jesus and invite them to come and meet him.  And that should be our reaction, 
too.  When we connect with Jesus Christ, it changes our lives and we want to tell others.   
Whom have you told about Jesus lately? 

 


