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New Bethel United Methodist Church, 131 N. Main ST, Glen Carbon IL 62034 
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Sunday Services at 8:15am (Traditional) and 10:45am (Contemporary) 
Office Hours: Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday 1pm-4pm, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 9am-4pm 

Christmas Cantata 

Presented by the Chancel Choir  
On Sunday, December 16 
 at the 8:15am service 

 

ADVENT CONTINUES AT NEW BETHEL UMC   
  with the Week 2 (Dec. 9) Message:   

 
Where’s the Peace? 

To read ahead, look at Luke 2.8-20 
 

Dec. 16 - Finding Joy   (Luke 1.46-55) 
Dec. 23 - Love Divine   (Matthew 11.1-6) 

Christmas Eve – Mind the Light   (Luke 2.1-20) 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services  

@ 4:30 and 11 pm 
 

For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

Children’s  
CHRISTMAS  
PROGRAM 

 

Gifts for Baby Jesus 
 

Sunday, December 23rd 
during the 10:45 worship service  

 

 Join us for cookies and punch 
 in the lobby after the service! 

http://www.newbethelumc.org


 

 

PASTOR’S PEN 
     I rose early on Sunday morning, Dec. 2, and as I took the dog outside, I noticed a thin sliver of 
the moon and a very bright star in the sky, with a few whispy clouds floating across.  It was 
mesmerizing!  Naturally, my thoughts drifted to that special star that appeared in the Bethlehem 
sky on the first Christmas morning.  It wasn’t the same star, of course, but our world is still filled 
with so many breath-taking and beautiful things that remind us of God’s presence, power, and 
goodness.   Seems to me, such gifts from God are especially noticeable around Christmas time…   
 
     Psalm 8.1, 3-4 says: LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the 
earth!...When I look up at your skies, at what your fingers made – the moon and the stars 
that you set firmly in place – what are human beings that you think about them; what are 
human beings that you pay attention to them?   (CEB) 
 
Do you hear the deep sense of wonder, gratitude, worship and awe in these verses?  When is the 
last time you looked up and out at the world and marveled at the beauty all around you?  It’s 
always good to go marveling! 
 
Dr. Fred Craddock was for many years, the preaching professor at Emory University, and he 
grew up in a poor community in East Tennessee.  He writes about going for walks and marveling 
at the beauty of creation:  …Years ago my ancestors used to go out walking, usually on a Sunday 
afternoon – sometimes alone, sometimes couples,  sometimes the whole family – and they called 
it “going marveling.”  Marveling.  They would look for unusual rocks, unusual wild flowers, shells, 
four-leafed clovers, marvelous things.  They would collect them, bring them back to the house, 
and show off the marvelous things they had found.  Isn’t that a delightful thing, to go marveling? 
(Craddock Stories, p. 65) 
 
When I was a kid, growing up in Memphis, TN, we went marveling, too!  I had an aunt – Dorothy - 
that would take her nieces and nephews who wanted to go, marveling on Thanksgiving afternoon.  
We would finish the meal at my grandparents’ house and then Aunt Dorothy would gather us 
together and take us for a fun walk about a mile away, to Audubon Park.  It was glorious and one 
of the highlights of my childhood Thanksgivings.  Now Aunt Dorothy may have done it for good 
exercise, but she also pushed us to notice the beauty of God’s creation, all around us.  So as we 
walked, we’d look for bright leaves, or special rocks, we’d spot colorful birds and Aunt Dorothy 
would tell us what they were, and when we got to the park, we’d play hide and seek or climb trees 
or walk the path around the lake.  It was wonderful.  Then we’d walk back, have some dessert, 
and show off our own marvelous things… 
 
I wonder, if we might be able to apply this art of marveling, to our own journeys through Advent 
this year?  Just looking for the signs all around us, of God’s gifts to us, the beauty of creation, the 
silent nights, the midnights clear, the beautiful music, and the people we love around us?   
 
Christmas is always a busy and somewhat hectic time and it’s easy to forget who’s birthday we 
are really celebrating.  One thing that might help us maintain a healthy perspective is to take a 
few moments, daily, to “go marveling.”  After all, the world around us is truly beautiful and filled 
with the glory of God.   
 
Keep marveling, and I’ll see you Sunday at worship! 
 

In awe and joy, 
Pastor Penny Barber 



URGENT UPDATE FROM IL GREAT RIVERS CONFERENCE 

Donations to assist with the tornado damage that occurred over the 
weekend in IGRC may be made to the IGRC Disaster Response Ad-
vance #6800. Checks should be made payable to IGRC with Advance # 
6800 on the memo line and mailed to Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
Attn: Treasurer's Office, PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794.  

UMM AND UMW MEETINGS 
The United Methodist Women are hosting their Christmas Luncheon on Saturday, Dec. 8th, at 
11:30am.   
The United Methodist Men will meet at Hardees Saturday, December 8th, at 8:00 am.   

FROM THE SPRC 

It has been a really good year at New Bethel!  God has blessed us all beyond measure.  Specifically at 
New Bethel, we have been given an outstanding Pastor to provide us with spiritual nurture and guidance, 
wonderful office staff to keep us all organized, great music to enhance our worship, active Youth Groups 
that guide and support our young people, a clean building in which to worship and a consistent presence 
in the Nursery to care for our smallest members.  God is good!!  

 

The Administrative Council voted to designate funds for staff bonuses this 
year.  However, if YOU would like to personally “spread the joy” to the staff, 
there are stockings hanging outside of the office into which you may drop 
Christmas cards or gifts, as desired. 

       Blessings, Nancy Gaines 

CORRECTION TO THESE FIGURES, REPORTED LAST MONTH: 
Received Jan – Oct:  $269,345 
Expenses Jan - Oct:  $231,690 
 
Due to a programming error (a glitch in the reporting softwares), the finances re-
ported in November’s Ladder, were incorrect.  Basically, the church income is 
ahead of expenses by approximately $9000, not $37,655 as the report indicated. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
Don and  Ann Linhorst joined the New Bethel family on November 18, 2018, transferring their  

membership from Redeemer Lutheran Church in DeSoto, MO. 

Don grew up in Jefferson County, MO.  He is a social worker, and has been on the social work faculty at 
Saint Louis University since 1997.  Ann grew up in Kansas City, MO.  She started out her career as an 
attorney.  She and Don moved to Glen Carbon after she obtained a criminal justice faculty position at  

SIUE in 2003. 

Don and Ann both enjoy reading, visiting national parks, and having fun with all of their grandchildren! 

Welcome, Don and Ann! 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed the week between Christmas and New Year’s.  If you have an 
emergency, please contact Pastor Penny at 217-932-3115 and she will either help you or find someone to 
assist you.  HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S! 
 
DECEMBER 30, 2018  - JOINT WORSHIP at  9:30 am with Rev. Peter Wehrley 
preaching 

Our annual March to the Manger offering will be collected on December 23rd. 



CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Carolers are needed to join Pastor Penny and David Bryant in sing-
ing a few carols to our neighbors, and then inviting them to our 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services!  Just meet us at New Bethel 
UMC on Wednesday, December 19th at 6:30 pm and 
dress warmly.  We will walk across the street to our neighbors, 
ring doorbells, sing carols, and pass out invitations to our  
Christmas Eve services.  If you’re not a singer, we can still use your help – you can carry the invita-
tions or prepare the hot chocolate!  Afterwards, we will return to the church by 7:30 pm for some 
hot chocolate and goodies.  Come one, come all, every age! 

POINSETTIAS   AVAILABLE 

It’s not too late!! We still have several poinsettias available for purchase!  If you haven’t 
had a chance to fill out an order form, just stop by and see us, give us a call, or email us 

here at the office.  Poinsettias are $10 this year and will be 
decorating our sanctuary beginning the week of December 
16, through Christmas!! Orders will be taken until all flowers 
are spoken for. Forms are available in the office if needed. 

HISTORICAL NOTE - THE ROMAN CENSUS 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Ro-
man world (Luke 2:1).  The Roman census wasn’t a very popular command. One of the main reasons 
that Rome went to all of the work of doing a census was to make sure that people were paying the taxes 
Rome demanded. For the Jewish people — who had endured centuries of outside control – the Roman 
census may well have felt like just another mockery of their historic, religious principles. The Jewish peo-
ple viewed Israel as their land given to them by God.  However, the Roman census wasn’t voluntary, 
and there was no real way for the average Joe (or Joseph) to fight it.  So despite Mary’s pregnancy, they 
made the trip together:… 

“And everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Naz-
areth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and 
line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child.”        (Luke 2:3-5) 

GREAT JOB, NEW BETHEL UMC! 
It is with great joy that the Finance Committee and Trustees inform the congregation that our mortgage 
has been paid in full!  The money market fund that had been established to make payments during hard 
times was used to pay off the balance on November 29, 2018.  The remaining funds from that account 
were used to open a savings account at the Bank of Edwardsville.  This new account will be used as a 
contingency fund.   Our intent is to continue to make our mortgage payments into this account.  
 
Sometime in January we will have a "mortgage burning" celebration.  We hope you will all attend this joy-
ful occasion. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 
“Every shoebox offers an opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with a hurting 
child.”    -Franklin Graham 
 
We collected 78 boxes!!  Thank you, New Bethel! 



 

 

THANK YOU NOTES 

From Kreitner Elementary School - We greatly appreciate your love and generous donations to 
our three Krietner families this Thanksgiving season.  Each family was pleasantly surprised to 
hear they would be offered this gracious gift [Thanksgiving meal box.]  Bless all of you!   

                                                                                                           - Leah Corey, Social Worker 

To Dan Black, Meghan Black, Steve Lucas and Linda Lawhead for helping to pass out our ten 
Thanksgiving baskets on Monday, November 19, to grateful families in our community.  And 
thank you, New Bethel UMC, for sharing your blessings with others in our community! 

To all those who helped us decorate the sanctuary and prepare the church for the season of 
Advent and our Christmas celebrations!  It looks really beautiful and you may notice some new 
decorations and lights, here and there.   

Coming January 2019: 
The Science and Religion Series 

How do science and religion fit together? 

Are evolution and creation faith mutually exclusive? 

What about the dinosaurs? 

Did it all start with a big bang? 

Medicine or faith?  Which heals better? 

 
Human beings have always been curious about the world in which we live;  we've al-

ways struggled for understanding of this world, the way things are, and our place in it…..  We are - every 
one of us - thinkers and explorers, scientists and humanitarians, and as we each, in our own way, strive 
for a deeper understanding of things, it tends to lead to a deeper appreciation.   
 

Come ponder the universe with Pastor Penny 

beginning January 13 
 for a thoughtful, 6-week series on science, religion, faith, and origins. 

If you’re wondering where this journey will take us,  
I’ll give you a hint: 

There is no greater joy and satisfaction in life, 
than knowing and following God. 

Only in God do we find the origin and the purpose of our species. 

Lahr-Well Holiday Market 
 

Saturday, December 9th, 2-5pm 
American Legion Post 435 

190 S Main St (1.59 mi) 
Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034  

 

Shop local crafters and vendors  
for your holiday gifts! 

 
This is a fundraiser for Lahr-Well Christian Academy 



 

 

THE ANGEL TREE – HELPING LOCAL FAMILIES WITH CHRISTMAS 
This Christmas, New Bethel UMC will be helping two families through our Angel Tree ministry.   The An-
gel Tree is located in our main lobby and was covered with paper angels, specifying gifts the children re-
quested. All of the requests were taken! 

Please bring the items back to the church by Sunday, December 16
th
.  You will need 

to wrap the gifts and place the angel on the package as a label.  The parents of 
the children will then be able to come by the Church before Christmas and pick up 
some great gifts for their family.   

What a wonderful way to share the love and joy of Christmas!  If you have any ques-
tions, please call the church office anytime. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
Wednesdays:   

   December 5- meet at church at 6:15 to go to the EHS Holiday Concert 

   December 12- Regular meeting at 5pm 

   December 19- Christmas caroling with Pastor Penny and David Bryant (see article in this newsletter) 

                                          

Other events:                       

Sunday, December 9- Lunch and shopping for our Christmas Family after second 
service 

Friday, December 28, 6:30pm-   Christmas Party!! White Elephant gift exchange!!  
All Middle School, High School, and College students are invited.  Stay tuned for 
more details.  RSVP to Judy so she can decide on the location. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

In Deep Blue children's Sunday School, we're hearing the Christmas story 
during Advent from those who experienced it: 

December 2nd--Mary's story 
December 9th--Joseph's story 
December 16th--Jesus' story 
December 23rd--Shepherds' story 

The Deep Blue kids will hang out with us in the Bible adventure video, and 
we'll dive deeper and grow stronger through the games and activities. 

 

Our Christmas Program this year is entitled Gifts for Baby Jesus, and it will be performed during the 
10:45 worship service on Sunday, December 23rd.  Join us for cookies and punch in the foyer after the 
service! 
 
Practices would be held during the Sunday school time (9:30-10:30) on December 9th, 16th, and 23rd, 
and a quick dress rehearsal will be held on Saturday, 12/22 at 10:00 a.m. 

  
In the evening of December 23rd, we will meet at Eden Village in the Atrium to sing Christmas carols for 
their worship service.  After a few songs, we will walk around the Village to cheer other residents. 

Each of  us is an innkeeper who decides if  there is room for Jesus! 

-Neal A Maxwell 



 

 

RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
 

SUNDAYS:      

Worship.  8:15 & 10:45 AM          

Nursery. 8:00 AM-Noon    

Sunday School and Small Groups.  9:30 - 10:30 AM  

 

WEEKLY: 

Tuesday Daytime 

 Quilters.  9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun 

with Youth Director Judy Lee.  See details inside news-

letter. 

 Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Groups meet at 

6:30 pm for about an hour.  No December meetings 

 Chancel Choir:  Practices at 7:30 pm. 

Thursday Daytime 

 Agape Fellowship Group:  9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir.    Rehearsals are on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6 pm.   

  

MONTHLY: 

 United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

 United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM.   

The Hour Between… something for everyone! 
SUNDAYS 9:30 - 10:30 AM: 

 

Women of Faith:  The Remarkable Women  

of the Bible, Room 202 

Seekers Group: The Case For Christmas, by 
Lee Strobel,  

 Room 102 

Son Catchers: led by Norma Abram, Room 204  

Embracing Grace: led by Sherri Luttrell,  

Room 203  

Good Religion, led by Pastor Penny (six-week 
course ending December 16) 

 

Elementary Class (K-5th grade) - Room 101 

Middle School Class - Room FH-1 

High School Class - Room 103/104 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
December Birthdays  

3- Mike Chamberlain 

6- Vickie Harris 

15- Pat Voigt 

17- Larry Evans 

21- Jacob Harris, Alan Voight 

23- Delores Baird, Kim Hellenga 

26- Michael Beyer 

27- Wayne Horton 

28- Bill Wann 

29- Jamie Foster 

31- Scott Gilliland 

 

December Anniversaries 

27- Richard & Dorothy Norfleet 

 

January Birthdays (first week of...) 

1- Jim Talley 

2- JoAnn Delaney 

3- Brianna Chamberlain 

4- Rita Makler 

                        NOTABLE QUOTABLE: 
When home is ruled according to God’s 

Word, angels might be asked to stay with 
us, and they would not find themselves  

out of their element. 
 
 

- Charles Spurgeon 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Habitat for 
Humanity build - 
8am-Noon 
 

2 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

3 
 

4 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
 

5 
AA– 7am 
 
7:00pm- EHS 
Holiday Concert at 
EHS 
 
Choir-  7:30p 

6 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 

 
Bell Choir- 6pm 

7 
 
 
 

Scout Troop 1034 
Overnight - 5pm-8am 

8 
Habitat for 
Humanity build - 
8am-Noon 
 
UMM- 8:00am 
UMW  Luncheon- 
11:30am 

9 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

10 
 

11 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
 

12 
AA– 7am 
 

 
Photo Day 

NBY- 5pm 
Choir-  7:30p 

13 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 

 
Photo Day 

 
 

14 
 
 

15 
Habitat for 
Humanity  
8am-Noon 

 

16 
“A Celebration 

of Carols”- 
presented at 

8:15am service 

 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
 

19 
Aa- 7am 
 

Let’s Go 
Caroling- 
6:30pm 

 
 

20 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
 
 

21 
 

22 
Habitat for 
Humanity  
8am-Noon 

23 
“Gifts for Baby 
Jesus” at 10:45 

am service 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

Pastor Penny and 
Mike Rogier lead 
worship at Eden 
Village- 7pm with 
Kids Caroling 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 

 

26 
Aa- 7am 

 

 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

NBY 
Christmas 

Party 

(stay tuned for 

details) 

29 
Habitat for 
Humanity build - 
8am-Noon 
UMW- 9:30am 

30 31      

December 2018 

Communion  
Services 

4:30 and 11 pm 


