
 

The Supernatural Series: 
Angels, Demons and Ghosts, Oh My! 

 
October 15 – Concerning Angels 
October 22 – The Fallen Ones 

October 29 – Witches, Warlocks, Ghosts, and Such… 
 

     Have you ever wondered if angels and demons are real?  And if they are, how should we deal with them? 
What about psychics, mediums, and ghosts?   Can people really speak with the dead?  Ouija boards, crystal balls, wiz-
ards, vampires, and zombies – our culture seems obsessed with them?   
 
     Should we be alarmed?   Join us at New Bethel UMC as we delve into all the confusing hype and using the Bible, 
figure out what’s real….and what’s not.  And we’ll have a special “What’s Behind the Curtain” moment during each ser-
vice…  This will be fun, educational and worship-full as we celebrate the one, true God who has made our intriguing 
world!   “Lions, and tigers, and bears – Oh my!” 
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Pastor’s Pen: 
 If God is an all-powerful and totally loving God, then why do such horrible things (like Sunday 
night’s mass shooting in Las Vegas) happen to us?  If God is all powerful, then God ought to be able 
to stop such things.  And if God is all loving, then God should stop them!  This is how many people 
reason against the existence and/or goodness of God.  I have to admit, these are good points and I 
struggled with the issue of theodicy (the vindication of divine goodness in the face of evil) when I 
was in seminary.  There are certainly times when life seems  unfair and evil seems to triumph… 
 But I have read the end of the book (the Bible) and I know how it ends:  Jesus wins!  In the 
meantime, the fact is that God created us with this pesky little thing called “free will.”  If we are 
free to be good, we are also free to be bad.  So free will is what has made evil possible.   
As C.S. Lewis writes in Mere Christianity: 
 

    Why, then, did God give them [human beings] free will?  Because free will, though it makes evil 
possible, is also the only thing that makes possible any love or goodness or joy worth having.  A 
world of automata – of creatures that worked like machines – would hardly be worth creating.  
The happiness which God designs for His higher creatures is the happiness of being freely, volun-
tarily united to Him and to each other in an ecstasy of love and delight compared with which the 
most rapturous love between a man and a woman on this earth is mere milk and water.  And for 
that they must be free.   

 
Did God understand what would happen if we chose poorly?  Of course, but God thought it worth 

the risk.  If we are inclined to disagree with God, Lewis would remind us that God has given us our 
reasoning power and we could not be right and God wrong, any more than a river can rise higher than 
its source.  So what then?  Is God ultimately responsible for our misuse of free will?  Only in the 
sense that God is the Creator of all.  But choosing to do bad things, is NOT God’s will for us.  God 
wants us to be good!  In his first letter, John puts it this way: 

 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love.  This is how God showed his love among us:  He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him.  This is love:  not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another.      (1 John 4.7-11) 

 
God has created us, given us free will, and offered us the choice of living in God’s world on 

God’s terms, in relationship with God’s Son Jesus Christ….or choosing some other path.  When we 
choose a path, any path, without God, we sin.  And all sin has consequences.  But let us not blame God 
for the poor choices that we make.  It is better for us to take responsibility for our actions, repent 
of our sins, and try to help others see the light and love and joy that God has placed in creation.  
When we walk in relationship with Christ, we actually do make the world a better and brighter place.  
Will our walking in Christ dispel ALL the darkness, pain, and brokenness in our world?  No.  Christ will 
do that when he returns.   

In the meantime, we do our best to love God and love our neighbors.  We grow in Christ, and 
we share Christ.  And sometimes we can help.  Sometimes all we can do is cry…  But whatever we do, 
we do it as people who know the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the power and presence 
of the Holy Spirit.  Whatever we do, we do it as people of hope. 

Indeed, weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes in the morning (Psalm 30.5)…     
 

Be blessed, my friends.  And never give up.  This world has a savior, and his name is Jesus 
Christ!  And in the end, he wins... 
 
Stay Strong, in name of Jesus, 
 
 
Pastor Penny   
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OCTOBER 8TH IS COMMITMENT SUNDAY 

 
God is a giver!  How is your giving?   

[Please bring your In His Steps Commitment forms to New Bethel UMC by Sun-
day, October 8!] 

Psalm 104.27-28 - These all look to You to give them their food at the proper 
time.  When You give it to them, they gather it up; when You open your hand, 
they are satisfied with good things. 
The Psalms are full of imagery of God as giver, and equally full of praise for a giving 
God. 
Read 2 Corinthians 9.6-15.  God provides abundantly so that we may share abundantly 
and do it as a cheerful giver.  In this process we are enriched, with is yet another of 
God’s gifts. 
Luke 12.32-34 – Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased 
to give you the kingdom.  Sell your possessions and give to the poor.  Provide 
purses for yourselves that will not war out, a treasure in heaven that will not be 
exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
God gives us a new way.  Where treasures are, God’s treasures and ours, there will be 
our “heart,” our commitment, depth, reality, passion, and life. 
And as James 1.17 reminds us, Every good and perfect gift is from above… 
 
 

 
SOUP & BREAD DINNER 

Date: November 4 
Time: 11:00AM-3PM 

It is time to get out your most loved  
soup and bread recipes!   

We will be picking up our ladles and welcoming 
the community for this  

all you care to eat event.   
 

Volunteers will be needed to come help set up, 
serve,  and tear down.  

 
 

 

FEED MY SHEEP You will find a table in the hallway between rooms 201 and 202 
where you can drop off your non-perishable canned or packaged items to be donated 
to the Glen Ed Pantry.  This is an ongoing outreach/mission that will be in place year  
round.  Please consider contributing next time you are doing your grocery shopping. 
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THANK YOU’S 
THANK YOU to John and Donna Kutz, Larry Metter, and the Trustees for the Women’s bathroom 
upgrade in the downstairs hallway.  Their long days and hard work have really transformed the 
room! 
 

Dear New Bethel Friends, 
Thank you so much for your support during the recent loss of Judy's mom and Brian's dad.  We tru-
ly felt comfort and peace through all of your prayers. 
Thank you for your phone calls, cards, notes, visits, food and hugs.  Your kindness and thoughtful-
ness meant a great deal to all of us. 
Many thanks to Pastor Penny for your visits to mom, your support given to our family, and the beau-
tiful funeral service.  We can't thank you enough. 
Sincerely,  Brian and Judy Lee 
 
Dear New Bethel, 
Thank you for the opportunity to share our ministry with you last month.  It was lovely to catch you 
up with our work– you were a par of planting and watering many of the faith seeds in our life.  We 
love you! 
Thank you also for your help paying for our much needed tires.  We are grateful. 
With love, Shaune and Jenny Preston  
 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBER! 
We welcome Merriann Lane to the New Bethel UMC family.  She joined our congregation on Octo-
ber 1, by transfer from the Glasford UMC.  She usually attends the 8:15 service.  Be sure to say hi!  
 

 
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
New Bethel UMC Family,  As we approach the last quarter of the year, please consider giving a lit-
tle extra so that we can finish the year in the black.  If everyone would accept Pastor Penny's chal-
lenge to tithe for the next eight weeks, our financial outlook would improve considerably!  Pray 
about it!  Accept the challenge!  See how God will bless you as you cheerfully present him with the 
full tithe! 
 
 

 

 
Imagine during the frantic turmoil of a Christmas Eve service, the organ is broken. 
The assistant parish priest writes a poem, the organist writes a simple melody. 
The organist takes up his guitar and sings "Silent Night, Holy Night". 
Since 1818, "Silent Night, Holy Night" has become the most beloved Christmas song in the 
world. 
 
The New Bethel UMC choir will sing a cantata, "Silent Was the Night" on Sunday, De-
cember 17th, at both the 8:15 and 10:45am services.   
 
Designed for the choir that wishes to offer an alternative to 
the overdone, commercialized celebration of the holiday, this 
cantata beautifully captures the calm, quiet celebration of 
Christmas.  Please make plans to join us for this celebration. 
 
Practices are now being conducted at New Bethel UMC, 131 N. Main, Glen Carbon, IL., 
Wednesdays at 7:30pm.   
Contact David Bryant (618-447-9465) if you are interested in participating. 



“Every shoebox offers an opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with a hurting child.”      
                                                                                               - Franklin Graham 

 
     We are really excited about Operation Christmas Child this year and trying something new!  This year 
we are asking individuals and families to pick up a pre-made shoe box at our display table starting on 
Sunday Oct. 15

th
, taking the box home, praying for the child and then buying a “Wow” item.  This item 

could be a stuffed animal, inflated soccer ball with pump, a doll, a clothing outfit or toy truck that will cap-
ture the child’s attention when they open the box.  We will have gift suggestions for smaller items to pack 
around the wow item according to the age and gender.  Remember all items must be new and there are 
several items that cannot be sent so please pick up a list of suggested gifts at the display table.   
 
This special shoe box gift may be the first gift these children have ever received so please make this spe-
cial for them and shop for them like you would shop for your children, a niece or nephew or someone 
close.  Most importantly pray for these children. 
 
We will not be collecting individual items for the boxes at church this year but hope you will take a box 
home that we will provide for you and have fun shopping for a special child and then bring the packed 
boxes back to Church by Sunday Nov.12

th
 for dedication.   You can take the box to the store with you and 

see how much you can fit in.  Several times I have seen people in Walmart and different stores shopping 
with their boxes.   
 
Samaritan’s Purse puts in each box the story of Jesus in their own language and then each child is able 
to be a part of a 12 week discipleship class to further their new relationship with Jesus.  You can go 
online to www.samaritanspurse.org and get more information or donate to help with the costs of the disci-
pleship class or fill your box online.     
 
Sunday Oct. 15

th
  -  Display will be set up in Church lobby with premade  shoe boxes and infor-

mation for you to take home. 
Sunday Nov. 12

th
 -  Please bring all packed boxes back to Church by today for Dedication Service 

 
Thank you so much for all the help and donations in the past years and I know this will be a great 
year too! 
 
                                                                                                       Joanna Nuoffer 
                                                                                                       Mission/Outreach Chair 
 
 
LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO VOLUNTEER?  The Children and Youth Sunday School pro-
gram is looking for substitute teachers.  Contact Jenny Mulvihill to be a part of this vital program, 
planting seeds in the hearts of our young members. 
 
 
WIDOWS LUNCHEON.  Our last luncheon of the year will be on Oct. 28th.  Always noon 
@Cracker Barrel in Troy. 
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 
Pre-school/Elementary Sunday School will continue with Dig In:  Digging Into the Life of Jesus 
leads kids in walking in Jesus' footsteps from birth to resurrection to ascension. Kids don’t 
just learn about the historical Jesus; they get to know him personally. They’ll discover that 

Jesus is a real person—a real friend—who makes a difference in their lives today.   
 
Children’s Worship activity bags are available during each service for your little ones.  They 
are welcome to grab one out of the tub and take back to their pews after the Children’s ser-
mon. 
 
Mason Morfey and Jacob Mulvihill each got a Jilly's cupcake gift card for bringing friends to 
Sunday school in September!  Will you be next?  The challenge continues in October!  Bring a 
friend, and you and your friend get a $6 gift card! 
 
 

JUAREZ MISSION TRIP  
The Juarez Mission Trip team will be serving breakfast on Sunday, October 22, during the 
Sunday School hour (9:00-10:30am.)  Free will offerings will go towards supplies and travel ex-
penses for the January trip.   
Contact Mike Chamberlain, Cell 618-550-1506  email mike.chamberlain@sbcglobal.net if you 
have questions about the mission trip, or are interested in going to Mexico with the team. 

 

Donations of candy for our Second Annual Trunk or 

Treat, are being collected in the decorated box in the lobby.   

Trunk or Treat is Wednesday, October 25, from 5:30-7:30pm 

Thank you for helping!   

[And we need people to sign up to host a “trunk,” too!] 
 Sign up in the church lobby 

 

ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE for New Bethel UMC will be Wednesday, 
November 1, at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  All members of the church are wel-
come to  attend this annual business meeting and all members of the Administra-
tive Council are expected to attend.  And you can meet our new District Superin-
tendent, Rev. Rose Booker-Jones. 

Page 6 

mailto:mike.chamberlain@sbcglobal.net


MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  

Middle School SS Class is discovering the Case for Christ 
High School SS Class continues to do the NOOMA videos 

 
Thank you to the Middle School Sunday school class for mak-
ing and delivering healthy snacks to all of the classes last Sun-
day! 
  
Youth dates for October: 

Wednesdays: 
Oct. 4—EHS Homecoming Parade.  View the parade at Jerry’s Tires if you are not 
marching! 
Oct. 11 and 18- Bible Studies:  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
Oct. 25: Trunk or Treat  5:30-7:30 pm 
 
 
Sunday, Oct. 1:  Outdoor Movie Night at Nura Freese's home (6 Glen Echo Drive, Ed-
wardsville, IL).  Movie starts at 7:00 pm.  Arrive a little early to get a seat.  Bring a snack 
if you want.  You might want to throw in a camp chair, just in case!  Friends are welcome! 
 
Saturday, Oct. 14, 3:00 pm   New Bethel Fall Festival & Chili Cook-off at the home 
of Steve and Sarah Paul (5429 N. State Rte 157, Edwardsville).  Hot dogs and brats (and 
chili!) and drinks will be provided.  Bring a side dish to share.  You can bring chili for the 
contest if you want to.  They will have hay rides, pumpkin painting and tossing, scarecrow 
stuffing, and a bonfire!  And more!  Bring that camp chair again!  Directions are available. 
 
Sunday, Oct. 22  9:15 - 10:30 am  Breakfast fundraiser for the Juarez Mission 
Trip.  Let's help out our adult team as they raise funds for their trip in January.  Let me 
know if you are willing to bring a food or drink.  I hope everyone can come out and help 
prepare and serve! 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 25  5:30 - 7:30 pm.  Trunk or Treat!!  All hands are needed for this 
fun community outreach event!  The youth have been asked to sponsor the inflatable ob-
stacle course.  You can also decorate your trunk and hand out candy.  Please sign up to 
work a 1 hour shift.    
 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 27-28   Ignition Middle School Youth Conference at 
Troy UMC. 
Let me know if you are interested in attending all or part of the conference. 
 
Saturday - Sunday, Nov. 18-19:  Senior High/College retreat to Little Grassy 
Camp Adult drivers/chaperones are needed. 
 

High School Seniors!   
There are scholarships available towards your college expenses!   

 
New Bethel United Methodist Church - we will be awarding two Wentz scholarships this year! 

Charles A. Wentz Jr. EHS Scholarship 
check with the Guidance Office at EHS for applications and deadlines. 

 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of 

The United Methodist Church (GBHEM) 
Offers loans and scholarships.  Apply online at 

https://www.gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships 



RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 

 
SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES—SUNDAYS 9:30 AM: 

Worship.  8:15 & 10:45 AM             Son Catchers—Room 204  

Nursery. 8:00 AM-Noon           Embracing Grace—Meets offsite 

Sunday School.  9:30 AM                         Women of Faith—Room 202 

Disciple 2 Bible Study - 1:30-3:30 PM                   Visiting the Upper Room—Fellowship Hall 

         Mere Christianity—Fellowship Hall 
WEEKLY:                   

Tuesday 

 Quilters.  Tuesdays 9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun with Director Judy Lee. 6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

 Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry.  6:30pm 

 Chancel Choir.  Practice weekly at 7:30pm 

 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir.  1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6pm 

 Disciple 1 Bible Study - 6-8 p.m. 

 Praise Band Practice - usually 7 p.m. (check with Jake Hoult) 

 

MONTHLY: 

United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting  

United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM 
 

 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS … 

October 1– Ron Foster 

October 2- Rachel Bell, Mike Beyer 

October 3– Linda Hellenga, Cathy McMillan 

October 4– Sharyl Humerickhouse 

October 9– Lindsey Hohlt 

October 11– Almeda Lahr-Well 

October 12– Mason Morfey. Grace Oertle,  

    Ed Clark 

October 13 - David Bell 

October 19– Landin Azotea 

October 20– Addison Hohlt, Betsy Dodds 

October 27– Dan Black, Steve Oertle 

October 30– Kathy Sedlacek, Chas Witzke 

October 31– Denise Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES … 

October 2– Mark & Kathy Sedlacek,  

  Alan & Pat Voigt 

October 19– Ralph Well & Almeda Well 

October 22– James & Vickie Harris 
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Quote of the month: 
 

The very essence of all power to  
influence lies in getting the other  

person to participate.   
 

- Harry A. Overstreet 



October 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

4 
Pot Luck 
Dinner– 
5:30pm 
Youth group    
- 6pm 
Choir 7:30pm 

5 
Disciple 1– 
6pm 
Bell Choir– 
6pm 
Praise Band– 
7pm 

6 7 

8 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 
 
African-
American 
Movie Series  

9 
AA Bible Study 
6 pm 

10 
Quilters  
9:15 am 
 
Finance 
Meeting 6:30 
pm 

11 
Youth group    
- 6 pm 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 
Shawl - 6:30 
Choir 7:30pm 

12 
Disciple 1– 
6pm 
 
Praise Band– 
7pm 

13 14 
 

Fall Festival 
At the Paul’s  
3pm—7ish 

15 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 
 
African-
American 
Movie Series  
6pm 

16 
AA Bible Study 
6 pm 

17 
Quilters  
9:15 am 
Ad Board 
Council 6:30 
pm 
Contemp. 
Worship Team 
7:30pm 

18 
Youth group    
- check with 
Judy 
Bible Study 
and Prayer 
Shawl - 6:30 
Choir 7:30pm 

19 
Disciple 1– 
6pm 
Bell Choir– 
6pm 
Praise Band– 
7pm 

20 21 

22 
Mission 
Breakfast- 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 
African-
American 
Movie Series  
6pm 

23 
AA Bible Study 
6 pm 

24 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

25 
 
Trunk or Treat 
5:30-7:30pm 
 
(no classes) 
 
Choir 7:30pm 

26 
Disciple 1– 
6pm 
Praise Band– 
7pm 

27 
 

28 
Widow’s 
Luncheon 
12n 

 

29 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 

31 
AA Bible Study 
6 pm 

31 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

Nov 1 
Pot Luck 
Dinner– 
5:30pm 
6:30pm - 
Charge 
Conference 
Choir 7:30pm 

Nov 2 
Disciple 1– 
6pm 
Bell Choir– 
6pm 
Praise Band– 
7pm 

Nov 3 Nov 4 
 

Soup & Bread 
11am-3pm 

 
All You Care  

to Eat 
Open to the 

Public 


