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Three Kinds of Love 

 

     What do we mean when we tell someone “I love you?”  Or when we say “I love pizza?”  Or when 
Jesus tells us to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength? The dictionary defines love as 
affection, an emotion, a sharing, a commitment.  It is all of these things, and more.  Love is a beautiful 
thing!  As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13.4-8: 

     Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but 
rejoices in the truth; love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love 
never fails. 

     In the ancient Greek in which the New Testament was written, there are four words used to describe 
our basic concept of love:  eros, phileo, storge, and agape.    

     Eros is the word that describes romantic or passionate love. It indicates strong emotion and healthy 
physical desire.  Although this Greek word, eros, is not found anywhere in the Bible, the Bible does talk 
about this romantic type of love.  Here’s an example from Song of Solomon (or Song of Songs) 1.2-4: 

Oh, that he would kiss me with the kisses of his mouth!   
For your love is more delightful than wine. 
The fragrance of your perfume is intoxicating; your name is perfume poured out.   
No wonder young women adore you.   
Take me with you—let us hurry.   
Oh, that the king would bring me to his chambers. 
 

     Eros is the emotional love that generates feelings of “being in love” and draws people toward 
marriage.  But this kind of love is the most ephemeral and can grow faint over the years.   To be healthy 
and enduring, good marriages need ample supplies of phileo and agape love. 

     Storge love is family love, like the easy bond that naturally forms between parents and their children, 
and between siblings in the same family.  This kind of love is easy, steady, and strong...and endures for a 
lifetime.      

     Then there is phileo which is an emotional connection that goes beyond general acquaintance or 
casual friendship.  This love is a deeper level of connection involving trust, vulnerability and mutual 
affection.  Phileo or friendship love builds healthy community where people genuinely like each other 
and care for one another.  We often think of it as brotherly/sisterly love.    

     The last form of love is agape or commitment love.   Much more than a feeling, this is a very active 
kind of love that is willing to go the distance and even sacrifice for another (as in  1 Cor. 13).  This is the 
love God has for us (John 3.16), and the love Jesus commanded his followers to emulate.   John 13.34-35 
says,  

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.  
 

     Agape love binds the heart of one person to another and is the kind of love that makes a marriage 
last.  Friendship love will make a marriage strong.  And romantic love will make it sweet.  Do you have 
these four loves in your life? 


