
Why “The Ladder”? 
Open your Bible to Genesis 28:10-19 and read about the meaning of our church’s name, “Bethel”.  Can 

you find a ladder in the story? 

 

NEW COMMUNICATIONS... 

You are currently reading volume one of our new monthly church newsletter.  In addition to our                  

e-newsletter, you can pick up a hard copy in the Welcome area at church.  You can also access it on the 

church website at www.newbethelumc.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

DISCIPLE 1 - Becoming Disciples through Bible Study begins with a 1 hour Orientation meeting on 

Sunday, September 11th, at 4 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  If you're still considering taking the class, feel 

free to come to this meeting and get some more information and take a look at one of the manuals.      

Presently, there are 30 people signed up for the class and we have books for a couple more…however, due 

to the size of the class, I would like to ask if some of you (about half would be good!) would consider switch-

ing study nights to Wednesday nights, 6-8 p.m.  In other words, I'd like to offer two, DISCIPLE 1 classes:  

one on Sundays, from 4-6 p.m. and the other on Wednesday nights, from 6-8 p.m.  A second option 

to handle our large class size, would be to all meet on Sundays together for the first 30 minutes; and then 

split into two groups - Group A and Group B.  I would facilitate the discussions in Group A and another lead-

er would facilitate the discussions in Group B.  The next week, we'd begin together, then I would go with 

Group B and the other leader would stay with Group A, and we'd alternate throughout the year.  That way, 

we will be able to deepen our relationships with each other in a manageable group size. 

 Anyway, these are a couple of options I want you all to ponder and we'll make a decision on         

September 11th.  I am looking forward to studying with you and I am so excited by your interest in studying 

the Bible and growing in your faith! 

God is good! 

   -  Pastor Penny  
 
THE NURSERY IS OPEN! 

The nursery is located on the entrance level of the church, in Room 101 (or southeast corner of the church); 

is open from 8:20 a.m. - Noon, weekly; and is staffed by our new hire - Breann Towner.  The nursery is 

designed specifically for children aged birth - 4 years (although 4 year olds may go to Super Church at the 

10:30 a.m. service, after the Children's Moment).  Parents please stop by anytime to check it out!   

[You will also notice a new 32-inch flat screen t.v. mounted on the wall in the nursery, and a new 

blu-ray player which will assist our nursery staff in teaching a weekly bible story to the little 

ones.  A special thanks to the anonymous donors!] 

Page 1 

        The Ladder 
A Publication of  

New Bethel Church 

September 2016 Glen Carbon’s United Methodist Congregation 



From the Pastor's Pen: 

Matthew 22.34-40 (NIV) - 34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  35 One of them, 

an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 

 
37 Jesus replied:  "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  38 This is the 

first and greatest commandment.  39 And the second is like it:  'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

 

 There were always a few people around who were scrutinizing Jesus' every word, not to embrace it in obedient 

humility, but to set a trap for him and try to point out some error or inconsistency.   There are still plenty of such folks 

around today, who try to poke holes in Christianity, disprove the Bible, and refute or ridicule those who claim to follow Je-

sus because of the chinks in our armor and the holes in our witness.  While Jesus' words, life, and witness were perfect, 

our discipleship leaves a lot to be desired.  Still, we move forward in faith, walking in grace, and doing the best we can… 

and we get better! 

 

 As Jesus pointed out, we are to love God with everything that uniquely defines us as human beings.  And then we 

work on loving others around us, to the best of our ability.  But it's really impossible to love people the way we need to 

love them, until we love God the way we need to love God! 

 

So how do we learn to love God with our heart, soul, and mind?   

 

Beyond lip service, love is only really known by the actions that it prompts.  God's love for us is seen in the gift of His Son, 

Jesus Christ, to the world, and for every sinner - past, present and future.  God loves us, and wants us to be right with 

Him, through Jesus Christ.  And the Kingdom of God is open to all who come; but you still don't get to do it your own way.  

You enter a right relationship with God, only by the One who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  And when you 

begin that relationship with Jesus, your love for God grows; and as you study the Bible your appreciation and understand-

ing grows - you love God with your mind; and as you attend church and worship God - you love God with your soul; and 

as you experience God's grace and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, as your prayers are answered - you love 

God with your heart!!   And as you're loving God the way you need to love God, you begin to love your neighbors and 

care about the poor  (even in non-VBS weeks)! 

 

And that's the mission, folks!  Loving God, and loving our neighbors.  Growing in Christ, and sharing Christ.   

This is going to be fun! 

 

See you Sunday as we begin our 10-week homiletical journey through The Days of Elijah! 

 

PASTOR PENNY  

[Call or text me anytime if you need me  217-932-3115] 

 

ANNUAL BIKE RALLY & PICNIC 

Mark your calendars for the Annual Bike Rally & Picnic on Saturday,        

September 17th at Miner Park. Bike riders will meet at 9:00 at the     

Pavilion #1 parking area.  Short and long bike routes on the MCT Trails 

are planned.  Walkers and joggers are also welcome!  Rumor has it that 

Pastor Penny will be hitting the trails with us!  Following the bike ride, a 

picnic lunch featuring hot dogs and hamburgers will be served by the 

UMM.  Participants are asked to bring either a side dish, munchies, or   

desert.  Beverages will be provided.  If you can’t make the bike ride, plan 

to come for the picnic beginning at 11:00!  Also, members are encouraged 

to invite neighbors and friends to join us for this event.  A signup sheet 

will be available at church.     
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
We will be kicking off our “Shoe Box” Champaign the 2nd week in October.  Two years ago we packed 77 boxes and last 

year we packed 101 boxes that were delivered to the “Samaritan Purse”  Shoe Box drop off location, then traveled to a 

regional distribution center and then onto countries where children were in need of basic items.  The last 3 years New 

Bethel has donated so many school supplies, small toys, clothes, etc. to fill these boxes, thank you so much for your gen-

erous giving!   This year we are setting a goal of a 115 boxes and with your help we will be able to bring 115 children 

around the world some necessities, small gifts and the message of Jesus Christ.  So keep your eyes open for school sup-

plies, small stuffed animals, small toys and balls, jewelry and t-shirts while you are out shopping.  Remember we like to 

send several small things for each child and it all has to fit in a shoe box.   We will also have several craft patterns out 

soon for those who like to make crafts that can be sent and detailed lists of items that can be bought.  Watch for upcoming 

information and if you have any questions please call Joanna Nuoffer @ 444-2174 or jonuoffer@msn.com   or Pam 

Chamberlain at 401-1933 or pjtennismom@sbcglobal.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new season of Mid-Week at New Bethel starts on September the 7th.  This is an all-church night of food, fellowship, and 
learning  with new electives for all ages. Dinner is from 5:30-6:30 with the small groups starting at 6:30 PM.  Kids Connec-

tion and the Youth will start at 6 pm this fall in order to get the children and youth home a little earlier. 
As usual, dinner is provided for a nominal cost.   

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT OFFERINGS 
Pre-K – 5th grade  -  The Wednesday night ministry is a gathering for children from kindergarten through fifth grade.  We 

provide kids with a safe, loving, fun-filled environment where they can connect with other kids and learn about God and 

Jesus in a meaningful, relevant way.  Kids Connection meets in room 102 from 6-7 pm. 

Middle School Youth  -  Wow, what a bunch of active youth!  The middle youth meet with Judy Lee in a truly fun night with 

scripture and bible study. 6-7 pm 

Senior High Youth   -  Always amazing us, the senior high dig deep into the bible and are there for each other whether it 

be at school, home or church.  This is a great bunch of kids and everyone should spend some time with them and get to 

know them better.  They meet on Wednesday nights from 6-7 pm. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  -  The New Bethel UMC Prayer Shawl Ministry invites anyone who would like to knit with the group  

join them on Wednesday evenings 6:30 to 8:00 starting September 7th. Come and join in some fellowship, fun, great dis-

cussion to solve all the problems of the world or just come by for a friendly "time out" from the worries of the day. We meet 

in room 101 in the lower level . For information contact Kathy Sedlacek 346-0051/ kathleensedlacek@att.net. 

Ladies Bible Study.   Please watch Sunday bulletins and emails for a new bible study starting the end of September. 

Men’s Bible Study.  Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

Pastor’s Bible Study   Pastor Penny’s Bible Study will  begin Sept. 7th, Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 7:30. Please join 

us.  

 
5 BUCK CLUB 
This is a fund we have to assist people in need in the Glen Carbon and Edwardsville area.  This past Sunday, we had a 

couple come by our church needing help with their utility bill and some food and water.  Through your generosity, we were 

able to help them with $50 toward their utility bill (I made a copy of their bill and New Bethel UMC made the check out to 

Ameren, with their account number), and a case of water.  I also directed them to the Glen Ed Food pantry for food assis-

tance.  What a blessing it is to be able to help everyone who comes our way, in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank you for 

your continuing ministry to those in need.  

 

BBQ THANK YOU.   
The United Methodist Men would like to thank everyone for their support of the church's BBQ in food donations, time 
spent helping, cash donations and food purchases.  Special thanks to Jenny, John, Jacob and JD Mulvihill for providing 
activities for the kids during the BBQ. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK OF OUR NEW LOOK? 

We are testing out an electronic newsletter for the next 6 months… 

 

Why? 

 - It will save the New Bethel UMC approximately $ 65 a month in postage; 

 - It will be easier to produce and more efficient to send out; 

 - It can be more widely disseminated via email addresses; 

 - It can be more visually appealing since we can enlarge font sizes and add  

   all kinds of color and graphics to our articles, at no charge! 

 - It's fun to try new things! 

 

How will this work? 

 All you need to do is let the church office know how you'd like to receive your monthly New Bethel 

UMC newsletter.  There are three options: 

Verify that we have your email address and we'll email it to you; 

Speak to Cheri in the church office and ask to have a printed copy mailed to your home address; 

Or you may pick up a printed copy outside the church office in the Welcome Area. 

 

If I have comments and ideas, how do I share them? 

 Just speak with Pastor Penny about it - she'd love to hear from you.  Come by the church or text her 

anytime at 217-932-3115. 

 

 
HOME REPAIR ASSISTANCE. 

The United Methodist Men’s group is organizing a list of people that would 

be available to help seniors or disabled members with simple home repair 

projects.  Volunteers would be available to provide labor to take care of 

items like fixing leaky faucets, changing hard to reach light bulbs or clean-

ing gutters.  If you have a need for this service, please call the church office 

(Cheri) and give her a description of the problem.  Cheri will forward the 

request to the UMM.  Also, if anyone is willing to be a volunteer repair per-

son (men & women welcomed!), please notify John Kutz and let him know    

what skills you would be willing to help with.     

 

MEDICARE EDUCATIONAL HELP. 

Now is the time many seniors are re-enrolling for their Medicare options. Are you confused about Medicare choices? 

Wednesday September 21 at 6:30 New Bethel will offer a Medicare educational workshop to help anyone (either for 

you or a loved one) make the best decision in choosing your own personal best option.  Do you need help choosing be-

tween Medicare Supplement and Medicare Advantage?  Maybe you have made what you think is your best choice but 

just want to make sure it really is the best choice for you. Come have your questions and your worries about what really 

fits your needs answered.  We will also be discussing options for long term care.  We will meet in Room 202.  

 

YOUNG ADULT GATHERING. 

If you are a recent high school graduate through your 30’s, join us Friday, September 9th from 6-11 p.m. for a night of 

fun.  We will start off with a friendly game of 9 square and then a movie and snacks.  Please let Brittaney LaBarge 

bnw1015@gmail.com or  Breann Towner bltowner@gmail.com know if you will be there! Please bring a snack, appetizer 

or dessert to share!! 

 
 

 

HOME  

REPAIR  

ASSISTANCE 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY. 

Sunday, September 4th—9:30 am --First week of new Sunday School curriculum on the Fruits of the 

Spirit!  Pre-school class in room 102; Elementary class in room 101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 7th--beginning of Kids Connection on Wednesday nights in room 102 (6-6:30 supervised 

play time, 6:30-7:30 lesson) 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH UPDATE. 

Our Middle School Youth Group is coming off an activity-filled summer and is making plans for a great fall of fun and 

faith.   Under the direction of Judy Lee the youth have the following dates scheduled for September: 

 

  Every Wednesday evening 6 pm 

 

  Sunday, Sept 4—No youth 

  Sunday, Sept 11—6 pm  -  The youth will be baking cookies for the college kids 

  Sunday, Sept. 18—6 pm  - “God’s Not Dead” movie  

  Sunday, Sept. 25—No youth 
 
 
PAINT & DEVOTION. 

The United Methodist women will be hosting a paint and devotions night on Friday, September 30th from 6-8pm. This will 

include a scripture devotion and canvas painting. Please come join us!  

 

Please sign up and pay by Sunday, September 25th at the church sign up table. If you have any specific questions, 

please contact Kristen Azotea at Kmcox12@gmail.com. The cost is $20 and includes all the supplies. You can pay by 

cash or a check to Caitlin Munguia. All you need to bring is yourself!  

 

If you would like to bring an appetizer or dessert to share, you are more than welcome! Drinks will be provided. We hope 

to see you for a fun evening of fellowship and worship! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SALSA CONTEST FUNDRAISER 
Sunday, October 23 - SALSA contest and taco night 

Bring your homemade salsa for everybody to taste in the salsa judging contest! 

Time:  4:00-7:00pm       $5 per person or $15 a family. 

Taco meal, tableware and drinks will be furnished.  

Location: downstairs in fellowship hall. 

Fundraiser is for the adult mission trip to Juarez Jan 9-15, 2017  
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ADULT CHOIR. 

The adult choir at New Bethel is forming for its new season of music at our worship services.  Our music is under the di-

rection of Mike Rogier. If you are interested speak with him at anytime. 

 

BELL CHOIR. 

Bells will practice Thursday,  September 1st and September 15th at 6 p.m. for 30 minutes. All are welcome. 

NOMINATIONS ARE BEING SOUGHT.   

The Nancy Compton Servant Award will be bestowed upon a member of NB who exemplifies selfless 

servant leadership in the life of our church.  Please take time to write a couple paragraphs nominat-

ing someone in our church for this distinction.  Letters of nomination should be received by Monday, 

September 26.  You can either leave your nomination on Cheri’s desk or email Brian Hohlt, SPRC 

Chairperson Brian Hohlt at hohltfamily@att.net. The recipient will be recognized at our Sunday 

morning worship services on the 9th of October.   
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S MEETING. 

The UMW will meet at 9:30 on Saturday, September 10th.  We encourage all women to join us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

September 1  Kaleb Kosten 

September 2  Judy Horton & Nora Walton 

September 6  Beverly Jones 

September 8  Judy Schafer 

September 10 Wyatt Larson 

September 12 Tim Schroeder 

September 15 Callen LaBarge 

September 16 Jim Jeffries  

September 18 Annette Frick 

September 19 Karen Johnson 

September 20 Nathan Meckel & Beverly Wann 

September 21 Kathy Bryant 

September 27   Isabella Brown, Niloofar Khojandi & Pam  Evans      

September 28 Megan Black & Donna Schroeder 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

September 6  Marcel & Danelle Brown and  John & Rosalie Meckel 

September 8  Jim & Kathy Jefferies and Dennis & Denise Wilson 

September 10 Larry & Linda Lawhead 

September 14 Cody & Kristen Azotea 

September 15   Steve & Joanne Spenser 

September 29 Joe & Jenny Hayden 

September 30 Troy & Anne Walton 
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September 2016 
       

    1 
Praise Team  
Practice 6-7 p.m. 
Choir Practice 7-
7:45 p.m. 

2 3 

4 
Communion   
Sunday 

5 6 
Quilters 9:15 am 

7 8 
Praise Team  
Practice 6-7 p.m. 
Choir Practice 7-
7:45 p.m. 

9 10 
United  
Methodist 
Men, 8am 
United  
Methodist  
Women 9:30 

11 12 
Leadership Team 
meeting 6:30 pm 

13 
Quilters 9:15 am 

14 15 
Praise Team  
Practice 6-7 p.m. 
Choir Practice 7-
7:45 p.m. 

16 17 

18 19 
Finance  

Committee  
meeting 6:30 pm 

20 
Quilters 9:15 am 

21 22 
Praise Team  
Practice 6-7 p.m. 
Choir Practice 7-
7:45 p.m. 

23 24 

25 26 27 
Quilters 9:15 am 

28 29 
Praise Team  
Practice 6-7 p.m. 
Choir Practice 7-
7:45 p.m. 

30  

Fall Sermon Series:  “The Days of Elijah” 
  9/4  Standing in the Gap   
  9/11   Boot Camp Basics at Cherith 
  9/18   Leveling Up at Zarephath  
  9/25   A Death in the Family 
  10/9  The Troubler of Israel 
  10/16  The Days of Whines and Roses 
  10/23  The Grapes of Wrath 
  10/30  No Dabbling in the Dark Arts 
  11/6  Crossing Over 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Bell Choir  
6 pm 

2 3 

4 
Communion   
Sunday 
 
No Youth 

5 
AA Bible Study 

6 pm 

6 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

7 
Mid-Week 
meals and   

activities 5:30 

8 
 

9 
Sandi Pattie 

Meal and  
concert 

 
Young Adult 
get together 

5-11 pm 

10 
United  
Methodist 
Men, 8am 
 
United  
Methodist  
Women 9:30  

11 
Youth 6 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 

Study         
Orientation     

4-5 pm 

12 
AA Bible Study 

6 pm 

 
Leadership 

Team meeting 
6:30 pm 

13 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

14 
Mid-Week 
meals and   

activities 5:30 

15 
Bell Choir  
6 pm 

16 17 
Bike Ride and 

Picnic 

18 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

 
Youth 6 pm 

19 
Finance  

Committee  
meeting 6:30  

 
Juarez Mission 
Trip meeting 

6:30 pm 

20 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

21 
Mid-Week 
meals and   

activities 5:30 
 

Medicare  
Information 

meeting 6:30 

22 
 

23 24 

25 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

 
No Youth 

26 
AA Bible Study 

6 pm 

27 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

28 
Mid-Week 
meals and   

activities 5:30 

29 
 

30 
Paint &  

Devotion 6 pm 

 

Fall Sermon Series:  “The Days of Elijah” 
  9/4  Standing in the Gap   
  9/11   Boot Camp Basics at Cherith 
  9/18   Leveling Up at Zarephath  
  9/25   A Death in the Family 
  10/9  The Troubler of Israel 
  10/16  The Days of Whines and Roses 
  10/23  The Grapes of Wrath 
  10/30  No Dabbling in the Dark Arts 
  11/6  Crossing Over 
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The Ladder 
New Bethel Church 
131 North Main Street 
Glen Carbon, IL  62034 
(618) 288-5700 
www.newbethelumc.org 
 

RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
SUNDAYS:      SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES: 

Worship.  8:30 & 10:30 AM.    Son Catchers—room 202 9:30 am 

Nursery. 8:15-12 PM.    Amazing Grace—Rom 203 9:30 am 

Super Church.  10:30 AM.    Women’s Bible Study—Room 201 9:30 am 

Sunday School.  9:30 AM. 

Teens.  6:30 PM. 

WEEKLY: 

Quilters.  Tuesdays 9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Mid-Week @ New Bethel.     (Meals will start up again on September 7) 

Meals.  Have a great meal and fellowship with your friends on Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 PM. 

 Kids Connection.  An evening of stories, games, and crafts.  6-7 PM, Room 102 

 Middle School.  Lively learning and fun with Ms. Judy Lee.  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

 High School.  Getting serious about loving Jesus with Brian and Judy Lee,  6-7:30 PM, Room 103/104. 

 Prayer Shawls.  Creating prayer shawls, praying over them, and giving them to those with needs.  Every 

Wednesday at 6:30 PM. (starting  September 7). Room 101 

 Pastor’s Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in room 203 

 Men’s Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Thursdays - Choir.  Practice is held every Thursday at 6:45 PM all are welcome to join New Bethel Choir 

 Bell Choir.  Bell Choir Practice will be held on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6 PM. Newcomers are always 

welcome. 

Sunday evening—Disciple Bible Study.  4-6 pm 

MONTHLY: 

United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM b-fast. 

United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM 
 


