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Sermon Series Continues Through October: 
 

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart 
 

Pastor Penny’s fall series will trace the development of this great leader of Israel 
and man of God, from his roots as a little boy keeping his father’s sheep, writing 
Psalms and playing on his lyre, to his rise in popularity and accomplishment as a 

military man, and then on to becoming the greatest King  
that Israel ever had!   

But David was not without some serious flaws  
and he was not without sin.    

 
Join us August through October as we study this man of passion and destiny, this 

brilliant strategist, a creative psalmist, and despite  
his failings, a man who loved God deeply. 

David offers us valuable insight into what it means to be truly spiritual. 
As we study his life, may it spur us on to becoming 

 men and women after God’s own heart. 

Playground Fundraiser-  
We are climbing the wall at New Bethel! 

 

We have had a wonderful play structure in the backyard of the church for the past 12 or 
so years, but it is showing its age.  Several families brought forward the idea of upgrad-
ing the play area, including the play set, in memory of their family members who had a 
love for all children, and a passion for bringing them into the family of Christ.  The 

Trustees and Administrative Board have approved the project, but additional funds are needed.  They suggested a 
one-month fundraiser for the month September, to “see how we do.”  
 
With a jump-start of $6000, our goal is an additional $6000.  In the first two Sundays, we have raised about $3600 
of that amount!  God is good!   
 
If you would like to be a part of this great project, you may donate by cash, check or credit/debit.  Please note 
“Playground Project” on your check or envelope. 
 

If you are interested in all or parts of the old play structure, please contact the Office at 618-288-5700. 

http://www.newbethelumc.org


 

 

PASTOR’S PEN 
 
     One of my favorite hymns is How Firm a Foundation (# 529 in the United Methodist 
Hymnal).  The authorship is a bit murky, but attributed to someone named “K” and first 
published in Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns in 1787.  Anyway, it’s a pre Civil War hymn 
and the verses are beautiful.  The first verse summarizes the author’s main point: that 
we have been given a very firm foundation for our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
     How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
 Is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
 What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
 To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
     In yesterday’s sermon we were talking about the need we all have, at times,  to find 
a good refuge, a good place to duck away from the difficulties of the world for a brief 
respite and perhaps get a little rest and healing.  And taking a break is good and 
refreshing, as long as we don’t use it as a permanent retreat from the world.  We rest 
up, refocus, gain a little strength and a fresh perspective, and then get back out there 
and re-engage!  David found respite in the Cave of Adullam.  I usually find respite on 
the bike trail, talking with Jesus!  I hope you all have a place or activity that helps re-
center you.  Fleeing to Jesus for refuge is an important coping mechanism for 
Christians!  LOL 
 
     The other thing I like in this first hymn verse, is the recognition that God has given 
us everything we need in his excellent Word - the Bible - to live in this world in a way 
that honors and glorifies Him and leads to life eternal.  God has provided us an 
excellent foundation as we read and study the Bible.  We learn of God’s sovereignty 
over all creation, God’s amazing love for us, and God’s plan to rescue human beings and 
free us from sin, through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.   What 
more do we need to know to be saved? 
 
2 Timothy 2.19 puts it succinctly: 
 
      Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription:  
“The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of 
the Lord must turn away from wickedness.” 
 
Could it be any clearer?  God has given us the Scriptures on which to build our lives and 
our faith.   And there is no substitution for actually reading and studying the Bible.  No 
one else can do it for you; each person must read the Bible for themselves.  Then you 
will be building your life on a very firm foundation indeed!   
 
Keep building and growing and re-centering your lives! 
 
 
In Grace, 
 
 
Pastor Penny  



 

 

DISCIPLE CLASSES BEGIN! 
 Disciple One is a thirty-four week overview of the entire Bible.  This group 
will meet on Sundays from 5pm to 7pm, beginning September 15. 

Disciple Four is a thirty-two week study concentrating on the Writings (Old 
Testament books not in the Torah or the Prophets), the Gospel of John, and 
Revelation.   This group will meet on Mondays from 6pm to 8pm, beginning 
September 9. 

MEETINGS THIS MONTH- 
Trustees- Wednesday, September 5 at 6:30pm 

United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women-  

 Saturday, September 14 at 9am 

Finance Committee- Tuesday, September 10 at 6:00 p.m. 

Administrative Council- Tuesday, September 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY! 
Allen Warren officially joined our New Bethel family by profession of faith on Sunday, September 1, 

at the 10:45 service.  Allen has become very active in life here at NBUMC, especially in the UMM, our 
Recycling team, the Soncatchers Sunday class, and our Walking Group.  Welcome, Allen!!   

 

Andrew Adams is the proud new daddy of Kitanna Rose Adams Halemeyer.  She was born on 
August 5, 2019.  Congratulations, Andrew! 

 

Mike and Pam Chamberlain are the proud grandparents of their second little one, Jaxson Stanley 
Chamberlain, born on August 29.  He joins Mom and Dad, Amber and Mike Jr, and big sister Avery. 

 

Betty Wever is excited to welcome her first great granddaughter, Madelyn Grace Wever.  She was 
born on August 30th, weighing 7 pounds 11 ounces, and 21 inches long.   

 
God is so good!! 

The Seekers group meets during The Hour Between on Sunday mornings.  They will soon begin 
reading and discussing the book Everybody Always by Bob Goff.  Join them in Room 102 at 
9:30am. 

Bob Goff takes readers on a journey into the secret of living without fear, constraint, or wor-
ry. The path toward the liberated existence we all long for is found in a truth as simple to say 
as it is hard to do: love people, even the difficult ones, without distinction and without limits. 

Driven by Bob’s trademark storytelling, Everybody, Always reveals the lessons Bob learned-
-often the hard way--about what it means to love without inhibition, insecurity, or re-
striction. From finding the right friends to discovering the upside of failure, Everybody, Al-
ways points the way to embodying love by doing the unexpected, the intimidating, the seem-
ingly impossible. Whether losing his shoes while skydiving solo or befriending a Ugandan 
witch doctor, Bob steps into life with a no-limits embrace of others that is as infectious as it 
is extraordinarily ordinary. Everybody, Always reveals how we can do the same. 



 

 

Annual Church Picnic and Bike Ride at Miner Park – September 21!   

 

Bring your bike, scooter or walking shoes!  Meet at 
Pavilion One at 9 a.m. for a ride/stroll along the beautiful 
bike trail. 

 

Riders, walkers, and all others are invited to join at the 
Pavilion for lunch at 11:00 or so to prepare and enjoy a 
picnic lunch.   

THANK YOUS 
From Darlene Hirtz-  Thank you for hosting our recent TEAM Referral Network Success Series.  Your 
facility was beautiful and perfect for our event.  I have sent a donation ...in appreciation of your 
hospitality!  We hope to work with you again! 
 
From the Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund-  Thank you for your recent gift and support.  Your 
generosity enables PASBF to make a significant difference.  One spouse wrote, “PASBF is saving my 
life!”  Thank you.  - Keith Anderson, Executive Director 

You’re invited to an event  
with a shoebox recipient.   

Come hear how God used an  
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift to 

change a life forever! 

Operation Christmas Child Special Event 
Sunday, October 6, 2019 at 6 p.m. 

 
Maryville First Baptist Church 

7110 IL-162 
Maryville, IL  62062 

 

Shoebox recipient Irina Creek will be 
hosted by the Operation Christmas 

Child MW IL Area Team.  Please come 
and join us as we hear her  

impactful story and begin the 
countdown to  

National Collection week. 
 

Please spread the word and invite others! 



 

 

September Birthdays 
2-   Judy Horton, Nora Walton 
6-   Beverly Jones 
7-   Alexander Biggs 
8-   Judy Schafer 
16- Jim Jeffries, Andrew Vance 
17- Caiden Rose-Loyet 
18- Annette Frick, Olivia Little 
20- Nathan Meckel, Beverly Wann 
21- Kathy Bryant 
23- Jack Little 
27- Pam Evans 
28- Megan Black 
 
September Anniversaries 
6-   John & Rosalie Meckel 
8-   Jim & Kathy Jeffries,  
 Dennis & Denise Wilson 
10- Larry & Linda Lawhead 
14- Cody & Kristen Azotea 
15- Steve & Joanne Spencer 
30- Troy & Anne Walton 

October Birthdays 
1- Ron Foster 
2- Rachel Bell 
3- Linda Hellenga 
4- Sharyl Humerickhouse 
7- Chad Little 
11- Almeda Lahr-Well 
12- Mason Morfey 
13- David Bell 
19- Landin Azotea 
20- Betsy Dodds 
27- Dan Black 
30- Kathy Sedlacek, Charles Witzke Jr 
31- Denise Wilson 
 
October Anniversaries 
2- Mark & Kathy Sedlacek,  
        Al  Pat Voigt 
19- Ralph & Almeda Lahr-Well 
26- Fred & Judy Schafer 
 
 

Quote of the month:  

Being in power is like being a lady.   

If you have to tell people you are,  

you aren’t.   

                                                               - Margaret Thatcher 

Let’s Walk! 
Monday Evenings at 6:30pm 

 
Meet us at the west parking lot of Schon Park on Glen Carbon RD 
for an easy-paced walk around the lake and in the woods. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 

 
 
 

3 
 

4 
AA- 7am 
 
NB Youth- 4:30 pm 
at EHS 
Prayer Shawl  & 
Bible Study groups- 
6:30pm 

5 
Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 
 
Hand Bell Choir-
6pm 
Choir practice- 7pm 

6 7 
 
 

8 

 
 
 
 

9 
 
Disciple 4- 6-8pm 
Walking at Schon 
Park- 6:30pm 
 

10 
Quilting- 9:15am 
10 am - Trip to St. 
Louis Science 
Center 
Finance Comm. 
meeting- 6:30p 
Admin. Council 
meeting- 6:30p 

11 
AA– 7am 
 
NB Youth- 5 pm 
Prayer Shawl  & 
Bible Study groups- 
6:30pm 

12 

Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 
 
 
 
Choir practice- 7pm 
 

13 

 
 

 

14 
 
UMM and UMW 
Breakfast- 9:00a 
 
 
 

 

15 
 

Charge 
Conference 

1-3 pm 
 
Disciple I – 5-7pm 
 

16 
 
Disciple 4- 6-8pm 
Walking at Schon 
Park- 6:30pm 

17 
Quilting- 9:15am 
 
 
 

18 
AA– 7am 
 
NB Youth- 5 pm 
Prayer Shawl  & 
Bible Study groups- 
6:30pm 
 
 

19 

Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 
 
 
Hand Bell Choir-
6pm 
Choir practice- 7pm 
 

20 
 
 

21 
All Church 

Bike Ride and 
Picnic- 

Miner Park in  
Glen Carbon 

9A-2P 

22 
 

 
Disciple I – 5-7pm 
 
Worship at Eden 
Village- 7pm  

23 
 
Disciple 4- 6-8pm 
Walking at Schon 
Park- 6:30pm 

 
 

24 
Quilting- 9:15am 
 
 

25 
AA- 7am 
 
NB Youth- 5 pm 
Prayer Shawl  & 
Bible Study groups- 
6:30pm 
 

26 

Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 
 
 
 
Choir practice- 7pm 

 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

Combined Worship 
Service at 10:45 am 
with Potluck Lunch 
following 

 
Disciple I – 5-7pm 

30 
 
Disciple 4- 6-8pm 
Walking at Schon 
Park- 6:30pm 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   


