
 
LENTEN SERMON SERIES:  LIVING STONES 

The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1 this year.  Join us at New Bethel UMC 
as Pastor Penny, Mike Rogier and the rest of the Worship Team present a series called Living 

Stones.   
1 Peter 2.4-5 says As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by humans but chosen by God 
and precious to him – you also, like living stones are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 

priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   
In the Old Testament times, stones were often used as markers of divine encounter.  In the 
New Testament, Peter says that we are to be like living stones…we are to be living markers     

of God’s work in the world.  Each week we will examine a Scripture involving stones, and we will 
also hear testimonies in each service of how God has been at work in the lives of our church 

members.  It’s going to be a great series!  Plan on joining us each week! 
 

March 1     Ash Wednesday Service – 7 p.m. 
March 5     A Sacred Pillar, Genesis 28.10-22 
March 12   Covenant Stone, Deuteronomy 9.6-29 
March 19   Twelve Stones, Joshua 4.20-22 
March 26   Foundation Stone, Isaiah 28.14-22 
April 2     Stones to Bread, Matthew 4.1-11 
April 9     Palm Sunday – Stones Cry Out, Luke 19.29-40 
April 13     Maundy Thursday Service – 7 p.m. 
April 14     Good Friday Service – 7 p.m. 
April 16      EASTER SUNDAY – Rolling Stones, Matthew 28.1-10 

 

BREAKFAST BUFFET 

The Senior High youth will be hosting a breakfast buffet this Sunday, February 12th at 9:30 a.m.  
There will be a free will offering and the proceeds will benefit their mission trip to Joplin, MO this 
coming July.  Come and enjoy breakfast Sunday with your church family.   

 

NEW BEGINNINGS BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 

 
Thank you for honoring the sanctity of human life by participating           
in Mosaic Pregnancy & Health Centers’ Baby Bottle Campaign! Please  
return your baby bottle to the church by 2/12 to support Mosaic  
PHC as they reach out to women, men and their unborn babies with 
free life-affirming medical services and the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  
For more information on Mosaic PHC, visit supportmosaic.org. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN 
 
    Jesus taught his disciples a lot about caring for one another, giving to the needy, and being kind, con-
siderate and helpful, looking for ways to be a blessing to others, while loving God and loving neigh-
bors.  The Methodist Church has always taken these lessons to heart and enjoyed a good reputation as a 
missional church which places great emphasis on good works, collections for the needy, and being in mis-
sion to others.  Just as God told Abraham that God was going to bless him, and through him all the na-
tions of the world would be blessed; so we Methodists have always understood that we are blessed, in 
order to be a blessing to others. 

Personally, I’ve always enjoyed mission trips.  They present us with a wonderful opportunity to get 
out of town for a bit on some church-related adventure, go somewhere new where we can swoop in, do a 
good deed, feel good about ourselves and our team effort, and then return home to slip back into our 
regular routines.  It’s a good experience all around.  A win/win for all involved.   

Like our recent trip to Juarez during the week of January 7 - 13, 2017 - what a wonderful experi-
ence!  Although we didn’t know a lot of Spanish and many of our new friends spoke little English, things 
like joy and gratitude and the kindness of Jesus transcend language.  A smile is a universal expression of 
happiness.  A hand extended is commonly understood as friendship.  And a Bible offered in one’s own lan-
guage is recognized as a blessing.  Our 2017 Juarez mission team did good work and shared the blessings 
of our church with a wonderful man named Pedro, as we helped to build him a new home out of cinder 
blocks and mortar, in place of the pallet and blanket house he currently inhabited.  We made new connec-
tions, worshiped together, deepened old friendships and made new ones.  It really was amazing.  But it 
also changed us.  It got us thinking…   
 
 We met a man with one coat and a couple of sets of clothes...how many clothes and shoes and things 

do we really need?  How much is enough? 
 
 As our country talks of building a wall, we found ourselves thinking, “the Mexican people are our 

neighbors...how can we better love them?” 
 
 We were impressed with the friendliness and grace that the whole community showed Pedro as they 

took it upon themselves to feed and care for him...how can we be better neighbors to those who live 
in our neighborhoods?  How” many neighbors do we even know by name? 

 
************** 

Now I’m not the sharpest tool in the shed, but slowly, it began to dawn on me:  What if Jesus in-
tends us, not only to enjoy the yearly jaunt to some exotic foreign locale, but to learn how to live 
on mission, all the time?  Jen Hatmaker, in her book Interrupted:  When Jesus Wrecks Your Comforta-
ble Christianity, writes about how Jesus changed her perspective on working with poor people: 
 
    “Because my experience with poor people was limited, I placed the emphasis on poor but misunder-
stood the essential part:  people...When they were “poor” to me, then I was the benevolent, hyperfriend-
ly white girl who had a hard time entering into a real conversation.  The emphasis was on what I was of-
fering; food, gloves, water, a bus pass.  What I saw in them was need, so that is what I addressed.  You 
require something; I’m here to deliver it with my White Savior Complex solidly in hand. 
    This is an okay place to start, but here is where that “Jesus did it for me” thing came in.  I started 
noticing not so much their need but their humanity.  I realized these were daddies and sisters and lost 
sons and daughters.  They had stories and dreams.  Their wallets were full of pictures, and their histo-
ries were full of heartache.  They were funny and wildly talented...and I am no Savior; I am just a sister. 
    We looked each other in the eyes, and we were the same - fragile humans who are patterned after Je-
sus, which makes us all beautiful.  We’re all poor; I just have more stuff.  My affection for them became 
my offering, far more important than the food or clean socks I brought.  A hot meal can’t hold a candle 
to a real friend...” 
 
*********************************** 
    Don’t get me wrong:  I still love mission trips!  But it is just as important that we open our eyes to see 
the needs of those in our own neighborhoods.  It’s not an either/or scenario, but a both/and.  I hope eve-
ryone has the chance to go on a mission trip to some awesome place!  Just don’t forget to look across the 
fences in your own backyard.   
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There’s a marvelous song by Matthew West, called My Own Little World.  Why not give it a listen?  Then 
say a prayer and ask God to help you notice the needs of your neighbors.  Then ask God for the courage 
to do something about those needs… 
 
Your Pastor and Friend, 
 
Pastor Penny 
 
 
So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the syn-
agogues and on the streets, to be honored by others.  Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward in full.  But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. 
Matthew 6. 2-4 
 

 

As you know, New Bethel UMC has adopted a “Safe Sanctuary” Policy.  This 
policy states that everyone who interacts with the children and youth of New 
Bethel in any way must participate in a training every year and agree to a back-
ground check performed by the Department of Children and Family Services 
(even if you have been fingerprinted and/or screened in another setting)   
In several years past, you have been able to merely re-read the policy and then 
sign the appropriate documents.  However, this year, it is time to revisit the 
policy and everyone will need to attend a 30 minute session. 

 
I have decided to conduct these sessions at the beginning of the year rather than hurrying to complete them closer to 
the mission trip and VBS.  (The documentation then will be in effect for 2017) My hope is that all of you will be able 
to attend one of the following sessions. 
 
  Sunday, February 19 at 8:00 am, 9:30am and after 2nd service. 
  Sunday, February 26 at 8:00am, 9:30 am and after 2nd service. 
 
All sessions will meet in Fellowship Hall.  
Blessings, Nancy Gaines 

 
 
NEW VOUCHER SYSTEM 
 
The Leadership Team approved of a new voucher system and the Finance Team has begun implementing it in 
January for reimbursements.  After clearing it with the Chairperson or Department Head of the church,  
(Children’s Ministry, Trustee Chair, Adult Disciple Leader etc.)  you will be asked to fill out a New Bethel UMC 
Check Request.  These vouchers now need two signatures in order for the purchaser to be reimbursed.  You 
must fill one out and sign it yourself, and also have the Department Head, a Chairperson of a committee, Staff 
Liason or the Pastor also sign the form before turning it in to the treasurer of New Bethel.  If you have any 
questions about the revised voucher, please see Ginger Little, chairperson of the Finance Committee. 
 
 
 
SCHNUCKS COMMUNITY CARD.  If you ever shop at Schnucks, you could be helping raise money for New 
Bethel UMC!  Through their EScript community card, Schnucks contributes back to the church every time you 
make a purchase and slide your community card.  If you'd like to join us in helping raise funds for New Bethel 
UMC, just get a Schnucks Community card from the church office or from our Mission/Outreach Chairperson, 
Mike Chamberlain and start buying those groceries! 
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BLUE LIKE JAZZ 
Pastor Penny will be leading another Sunday School class, designed especially for college aged stu-
dents, beginning February 19th.  The class will meet in her office from 9:40-10:20 a.m. for 8 
weeks or so.  We will be reading a book by Donald Miller called Blue Like Jazz.  In his early years, 
Donald Miller was vaguely familiar with a distant God.  When he came to know Jesus Christ, he pur-
sued the Christian life with great zeal.  Within a few years he had a successful ministry that left 
him feeling empty, burned out, and once again, distant from God.  This soul-searching book traces 
Miller’s journey back to a relevant, infinitely loving God.      
 
Pastor Penny   
217-932-3115 (cell)  Call or text me anytime!   
 
 
 

 
 

       This is an all-church night of food, fellowship,         
 and  learning with electives for all ages. Dinner        
 is from 5:30-6:30 and is provided for a nominal cost.  

 

  Kids WOW.  An evening of stories, games, and crafts.  6-7 PM, Room 102 

  Middle & Senior High School.  “The Red Stuff: Exploring the words of Jesus” with Judy Lee.  

  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

  Prayer Shawls.  Creating prayer shawls, praying over them, and giving them to those with needs.  

  Every Wednesday at 6:30 pm. Room 101 

  Disciple Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6-8 pm in room 203 with Pastor Penny Barber. 

  Men’s Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall with Eric Freese. 

  Women’s bible Study.  Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in room 202 with Kathy Witzke. 

 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 
Join the men of New Bethel on February 11th at 8 AM for their monthly meeting and      break-
fast in the church Fellowship Hall. 
 
BELL CHOIR 
 
 Bell Choir is taking the month of February off.  March 2nd at 6 pm will be our next practice.  
Dave Bryant, the Bell Choir Director, would like everyone to know that all are welcome to join - 
step up and be heard. 

 
 

THANK YOU'S 
           

New Bethel’s staff thanks one and all for the loving and generous Christmas gifts we received this sea-
son.  We are thankful for your prayerful care, and we thank you for the opportunity to serve at New 
Bethel.  We pray God’s richest blessings upon your families this Christmas season and we look forward 
to God’s increase in the life of our church in the new year. 

Thank God for the Gift of His Son!  May Jesus be lifted high! 

 

SOUP AND BREAD A SUCCESS!  A HUGE thanks to all who gave of their time, brought donations or 
came out to eat yummy soup and bread and shop at our Country Market.  We couldn't have done it 
without you! 



 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
“Spread the Love” Service Project 

 
Jesus has called us to love the Lord with all our hearts, all our souls and all our minds and 
to love our neighbors as we love ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39).  With Valentine’s Day 
quickly approaching there is no better time to spread the Love of Jesus with others! On Feb-
ruary 11 at 2:30 we will meet at the church to make valentines then we will head over to 
Eden Village to “Spread the Love!”  
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9:30 to join in the fun! And don’t forget to bring 
your offering!  
 
February Lessons: 

Satan Tempts Jesus 
Jesus Calls Disciples 
Jesus Performs His First Miracle 
Nicodemus Visits Jesus at Night 
 

 
Volunteers needed: 

 
Volunteers are needed to help with Super Church and Wednesday Night’s Kid’s WOW.  If 
you would be interested in sharing the love of Christ with our children please con-
tact Brittaney LaBarge asap! 815-944-2123 or bnw1015@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH   
 
Our Middle School and Senior High Youth Group is under the direction of Judy Lee.  On 
Wednesday nights the youth are using the bible series The Red Stuff,  dig in to the words of 
Jesus himself.  They' ll take a look at five of Jesus' parables, uncover what His message was, 
and see how it still applies to their life today.  
 
Wednesday, Feb 1  - Wednesday night bible study 6 pm 
Sun, Feb. 5 -  Super Bowl Youth Party—check with Judy Lee 
Wednesday, Feb 8  - Wednesday night bible study 6 pm 
Sunday, Feb. 12 - Breakfast Buffet fundraiser for the mission trip 
Wednesday, Feb. 15  - Mid-week meals and Wednesday night bible study 5:30 –7:30 
Sunday, Feb. 19  -  No Youth Meetings 
Wednesday, Feb. 22  - Mid-week meals and Wednesday night bible study 5:30 –7:30 
Friday, Feb., 24-26th - Fire Up at Troy UMC 
 
 
 
 
Quote of the month: 
Success is never final; failure is never fatal.  It is courage that matters. 
                                       - Winston Churchill 
      Prime Minister of England during WWII 
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FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS… 

1   Breann Towner 
2   Betty Wever & Howard Bell 
5   Matthew Nuoffer 
8   John Mulvihill 
10  Steven Paul 
14  Hamada Freese 
16  Kelly Bogowith 
18  Sherri Luttrell  
22  Matthew Lawhead 
23  Cheri Towner 
25  Dana Kelsey  
26  Wallace Neal 
27  Wanda Lovett & Judy Lee 
29   Millie Overholtz 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES … 
5    George & Cindy Glenn 
9   Russ & Shelley Gilliland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To add a birthday or anniversary to our list, 

call the church office at 288-5700 or                            

e-mail office@newbethelumc.org 

RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES—SUNDAYS 9:30 AM: 

Worship.  8:30 & 10:30 AM    Son Catchers—Room 204  

Nursery. 8:15-12 PM    Embracing Grace—Rome 203  

Super Church.  10:30 AM   Women’s Bible Study—Room 202  

Sunday School.  9:30 AM    

WEEKLY: 

Quilters.  Tuesdays 9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Mid-Week @ New Bethel.    (Resumes January 11th) 

Meals.  Have a great meal and fellowship with your friends on Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 PM. 

 Kids WOW.  An evening of stories, games, and crafts.  6-7 PM, Room 102 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun with Ms. Judy Lee.  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

 Prayer Shawls.  Creating prayer shawls, praying over them, and giving them to those with needs.  Every 

Wednesday at 6:30 pm. Room 101 

 Disciple Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6-8 pm in room 203 

 Men’s Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 Women’s bible Study.  Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in room 202 

Thursdays - Choir.  Practice is held on rotating Sundays and Thursdays.  Please See Mike Rogier for more 

details.  All are welcome to join New Bethel Choir 

 Bell Choir.  Bell Choir Practice will be held on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6 PM. Newcomers are always 

welcome.  

 Praise Team Rehearsal. Practice is held every Thursday at 7:45 PM.  All are welcome to join. 

Sunday evening—Disciple Bible Study.  4-6 pm 

MONTHLY: 

United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM 
 

mailto:office@newbethelumc.org


February 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

2 
Bell Choir 6 
pm 
Choir 6:45 pm 
Praise Band 
7:45 pm 

3 
 

4 

5 
Choir          
Rehearsal 
9:30 am 
 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

6 
AA Bible 
Study 6 pm 

7 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

8 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

9 
Leadership 
Team 6:30 pm 
 
Choir 6:45 pm 
Praise Band 
7:45 pm 

 

10 11 
UMM 8 am 
UMW 9:30 am 

12 
Breakfast  
Buffet 9:30 am 
 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

13 
AA Bible 
Study 6 pm 

14 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

15 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

16 
Leadership 
Team 6:30 pm 
 
Praise Band 
7:45 pm 

17 
 
 

18 

19 
Choir          
Rehearsal 
9:30 am 
 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

20 
AA Bible 
Study 6 pm 

21 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

22 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

23 
Choir 6:45 pm 
Praise Band 
7:45 pm 

24 25 
Wanda 

Lovett’s 90th 
Birthday  

Open house 
12-5 pm in the  

Fellowship 
Hall 

26 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

27 
AA Bible 
Study 6 pm 

28 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

    


