
Sunday Sidebar:  February 24, 2019 

Medical Technologies  
     Since the time of Hippocrates in the 5th century BC, we’ve created some amazing tools to 
help improve the quality of our lives.  Consider the following inventions and their dates... 
 
Magnifying Glass - AD 1250 
     Roger Bacon constructed the first magnifying glass.  The magnifying power of chips of 
crystal had been known for centuries, but this was the first convex lens designed for scientific 
purposes. By about 1280, similar lenses were being  used to correct farsightedness; today, they 
are crucial in surgery. 
 
Eyeglasses – 1752 
    The earliest known document mentioning concave lenses being used for correcting myopia 
was a letter from the Duke of Milan to his ambassador in Florence ordering three dozen 
eyeglasses, including "a dozen that are suitable for near vision, that is for the elderly." 
 
Flexible Catheter - 1752 
     Also in 1752, Benjamin Franklin invented the flexible catheter, made of hinged metal 
segments, for his brother John, who suffered from bladder stones. Previously, catheters had 
been hard tubes, jammed into the bladder through the urethra. Ouch! 
 
Stethoscope - Dec. 31, 1815 
     René Laënnec, a French physician, invented the stethoscope, a trumpet-shaped wooden 
tube, to examine a very obese woman whose heart he could not hear by pressing his ear to her 
chest. 
 
Anesthesia - Dec. 31, 1841 
     Dr. Crawford W. Long performed the first operation using diethyl ether as an anesthetic. He 
pressed an ether-soaked towel against the patient's face to put him to sleep, then removed one 
of two tumors from his neck. He billed the patient $2, itemizing the cost of the ether as well as 
the operation. 
 
X-Ray - 1895 
     Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen, a German physicist, discovered the X-ray, an invention so 
remarkable that many did not believe the first reports of its use. The New York Times referred to 
it mockingly as Dr. Röntgen's "alleged discovery of how to photograph the invisible."  
  
Electrocardiogram - 1903 
     Dr. Willem Einthoven of the Netherlands invented the first practical electrocardiogram. The 
original weighed 600 pounds, had a water cooling system for its gigantic electromagnets and 
needed five operators. 
    
- above information from www.archive.nytimes.com 
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Other dates and inventions include: 
1910 - Laparoscopy 
1936 - a pacemaker demonstration 
1943 - Dialysis 
1952 - Mechanical heart 
1973 - Euthanasia debate begins 
1978 - M.R.I.’s 
1992 - DNA sequencing 
1996 - Cloning of sheep 
1998 - Human Stem Cell Research 
2000 - First draft of the Human Genome 
 
     We have all benefited from these discoveries and many of them impact our daily lives.  We 
are thankful, and blessed and amazed at what doctors today can do to treat disease and restore 
our health.  Research raises many scientific and ethical questions as rapidly as it generates new 
discoveries.  We need to proceed carefully and prayerfully so our wisdom in how best to use 
such discoveries is not outpaced.   
 

 

 


