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THE ASCENSION OF JESUS 

          In the first chapter of Acts, Luke’s sequel to his Gospel, we see the resurrected 
Christ ascend to Heaven while the disciples watch, amazed, as Jesus eventually 
disappears in the clouds.  Then a couple of angels speak to the disciples:  “Why do you 
stand here looking into the sky?”   It’s as if to say, “don’t just stand around gawking, 
friends - get to work!” 

          Here’s an excerpt from Keith Whitfield, who wrote a wonderful article on the 
ascension of Jesus in the August 20, 2013 edition of the magazine Christianity Today: 

For Luke, the ascension was a significant moment in the disciples' personal 
transformation and the advance of the gospel through the church. He emphasized the 
importance of the ascension by ending his Gospel with this event and beginning his 
second volume, Acts, with it. 

The ascension had a profound impact on the disciples. Up to the moment that Jesus 
ascended to heaven, the disciples seemed to be puzzled, trying to figure it all out. But 
after the ascension, they worshiped Him. They traveled back to Jerusalem with great 
joy. They maintained a regular presence in the temple—worshiping God. 

At first, the disciples' reaction to Jesus' ascension may catch us off guard. Jesus had 
just "left them." And yet they were happy—filled with joy. Why this reaction? After all, 
when Jesus told them at the end of John 13 that He would soon leave them, they were 
deeply disturbed. 

Thus, He encouraged them by teaching them about the ministry of the Holy Spirit (John 
14–17). He kept them from the brink of utter despair by saying, "You are not losing Me, 
but I am going to be with you in a different way through My Spirit." 

  

The ascension of Jesus produced joy because the disciples realized what amazing 
benefits would come to them when Jesus returned to the Father. When Jesus 
ascended, all the promises regarding the Spirit's ministry to the disciples were about to 
be fulfilled. The disciples accepted His ascension, for they had accepted Jesus' word 
about the promised One to come. Their doubts and fears were gone. They were 
convinced of who He was. They knew that He died to forgive them of their sins. They 
knew He was alive from the dead. In His resurrection, they had hope in victory over 
death. 

And since the disciples trusted Jesus and his Word, they waited with joyful hearts, for 
the promised gift of the Holy Spirit.  And they didn’t have to wait very long.  Ten days 
later, the Holy Spirit came upon them….a day we celebrate as Pentecost.  And we’ll talk 
about that next week as we celebrate Pentecost. 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

     This awesome hymn was written as a poem in 1855 by the Irish poet, Joseph 
Medlicott Scriven.  He was traveling overseas when he received news that his mother 
was sick and he wrote a poem called “Pray without Ceasing,” in an effort to comfort her 
while he was away from home.  That poem is what we know as “What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus.”   

     There’s a great new version of the hymn by Matt Maher.  You may have heard it as 
you came into the sanctuary this morning! 


