
LENTEN SERMON SERIES:  LIVING STONES 
Join us at New Bethel UMC as Pastor Penny, Mike Rogier and the rest of the Worship Team present a se-

ries called Living Stones.   
1 Peter 2.4-5 says As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by humans but chosen by God and pre-

cious to him – you also, like living stones are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offer-
ing spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   

In the Old Testament times, stones were often used as markers of divine encounter.  In the New Testa-
ment, Peter says that we are to be like living stones…we are to be living markers of God’s work in the world.  
Each week we will examine a Scripture involving stones, and we will also hear testimonies in each service of 

how God has been at work in the lives of our church members.  It’s going to be a great series!                  
Plan on joining us each week! 

 
March 5      A Sacred Pillar, Genesis 28.10-22 
March 12    Covenant Stone, Deuteronomy 9.6-29 
March 19    Twelve Stones, Joshua 4.20-22 
March 26    Foundation Stone, Isaiah 28.14-22 
April 2        Stones to Bread, Matthew 4.1-11 
April 9        Palm Sunday – Stones Cry Out, Luke 19.29-40 
April 13      Maundy Thursday Service – 7 p.m. 
April 14      Good Friday Open Prayer Time 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
April 16      EASTER SUNDAY – Rolling Stones, Matthew 28.1-10 

 

BREAKFAST BUFFET 
The Senior High youth will be hosting a breakfast buffet Sunday, March 12th at 9:30 a.m.  
There will be a free will offering and the proceeds will benefit their mission trip this com-
ing summer.  Come and enjoy breakfast Sunday with your church family. 

 

 

The Light Kids Conference 
Brittaney LaBarge and Pastor Penny would like to invite any kids in grades 1-5 to join 
them in attending this awesome kids conference at the Troy UMC on Saturday, March 
25, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  [Parents are welcome, too!]  Great music, awesome worship, fun 
games and good discussions are all geared toward helping our children grow in their re-
lationship to Jesus Christ.  Student cost is $23/child, and New Bethel UMC scholar-
ships are available if needed (just speak with Brittaney or Pastor Penny).   

 

 

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR 
Sunday, March 26, right after the conclusion of the contemporary service (around 11:45a.m.).  Are you 
interested in joining the New Bethel UMC?  Do you have questions about our programs, classes, or ministry 
opportunities?  Would you like to be baptized or confirmed in our church?  Would you like to know more 
about infant baptism?  Pastor Penny would like to invite anyone interested in learning more about the New 
Bethel UMC and its ministries, to join her downstairs in the Fellowship Hall for a quick bite of pizza and 
some good conversation!   
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PASTOR’S PEN 
 
       The Season of LENT began last night with an amazing Ash Wednesday Service!  Special 
thanks to Dennis Wilson, Brian Hohlt, Mike Rogier and Linda Lawhead for their crea-
tive contributions to the evening.  We had 73 people in attendance!  It was a good beginning 
to the observance of a very special season: the forty days (excluding Sundays) leading up to 
Easter.  LENT offers us an opportunity to reexamine our faith and our journey with Jesus.  
Do we have unconfessed sin in our lives?  This is a time to confess it.  Are we doing some-
thing that is not beneficial to our Christian witness?  This is the time to stop.  Have we been 
inattentive to our relationship with God?  Now is the time to pay attention and renew our 
commitment to God. 
 

      In the 16th chapter of Luke, Jesus tells the story of a rich man and a poor man named 
Lazarus.  The rich guy, of course, had a very easy time of things and from all outward ap-
pearances, a really great life.  Unfortunately, he wasn’t rich toward God.  It was probably 
more of an accident than a deliberate choice to forget about God.  After all, the rich man 
knew about Abraham and had been schooled in the Torah.  But he neglected to get right 
with God before he died…    
 

There’s a neat song by Jenny Youngman called The Girl with Good Intentions. She 
sings: 

 

I would like to change the world…just have a few things to get  
     done... 
I’m the girl with good intentions, with a heart of compassion,  
     I just get distracted… 
I’ve shed tears for this world.  Lord, your kingdom is coming and  
     I just want to do something good. 

 

We all have good intentions, don’t we?  We tell ourselves we will go to church every Sunday, 
worship God daily, read the Bible, join a Sunday School class, observe a holy LENT, be nice 
to everybody, not yell at the children, and any number of other worthy things, and be good 
disciples of Jesus Christ!   
 

We have good intentions.  We just get distracted.  Like the rich man who probably said 
to himself:  “One of these days, I’m going to stop and help that poor guy.”  Or “Hey, this 
was a great meal and I’ve got plenty left over.  I ought to take Lazarus some lunch and toss 
him some band-aids.”  One of these days…. 

 
At least the rich man knew Lazarus’ name….he just ignored his pain.  How many times 

a week do we do the same? 
 
Whatever your intentions for observing a holy LENT, I encourage each of you to follow 

through.  You could give something up for LENT, i.e. sweets, coffee, facebook, or television;  
You could fast one day or one meal a week; or fast from t.v. or social media; you could take 
the money you normally spend on a pleasure you enjoy, do without the goodie, and give 
that money toward helping someone else; you could commit to doing a daily devotion during 
LENT; you could commit to trying a six-week tithe of your money to the Lord…   There are 
myriad ways to discipline yourself, rely more on God, and build your relationship with Jesus. 

 
Our intentions, I’m sure, are good.  The question is:  what will we DO?   

 

In Grace and Peace, 
 
Penny 
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Love Poem Contest Winners 
 

To My Loving Husband 
We’ve been together many years, 

We’ve had some laughs and we have shed some tears. 
God’s precious gift of our three sons, 
Has filled our life with such great fun. 

Our life together has been sublime, 
Our love has lasted through the test of time. 

Long ago we pledged to be together, 
This pledge to God will last forever. 

Your Valentine, Sallye with a (E) 
 

  Written by Sallye Burlingame to her husband, Glenn 
        8:30 a.m. service winner 
 
 

Your Eyes Are Lovely 
Your eyes are lovely, but when we’re apart, 

The beauty I remember is your heart— 
Your work with kids who seem not to belong; 
Your childlike faith, so simple and so strong; 

 
The stranger brighten by a caring thought; 

All those expensive clothes you never bought; 
Adventures you encouraged me to take; 

The tears we’ve shared when both our hearts could break. 
 

Your smile brings birdsong tumbling through the rain; 
Your laughter keeps me halfway close to sane. 

So while I see perfection in your face, 
It is your love that I cannot replace. 

 
Your eyes are lovely, dear, but when we part, 

The beauty I’ll take with me is your heart. 
 
 

Written by Mike Rogier to his wife, Dynette 
         10:30 a.m. service winner 
 
 
Needed:  Additional Greeters and Ushers 
 We need volunteers to serve as Greeters and Ushers at both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship 
services.  Greeters serve for about 20 minutes prior to the service, and about 10 minutes after the ser-
vice staffing the welcome table (and perhaps handing out coffee mugs, newsletters, etc.).  Ushers pass 
out bulletins at the worship entrance, pass the offering plates, and help serve communion on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Please contact Maddie Kelsey (618-531-5727) to volunteer.  The next Usher/
Greeter training and information session with Pastor Penny and Maddie Kelsey will be held in the sanctu-
ary on March 19th, after the 2nd service (so around 11:45a.m.)  We will be done by 12:15p.m. 

This is a fun ministry for singles, couples, and families!  So sign up with Maddie, join us for train-
ing, and thank you for helping make New Bethel UMC a friendly and welcoming church. 
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SPRING CLEAN UP DAY 
New Bethel’s Trustees will be having a spring cleanup day at the church on Saturday April 1st starting at 8am. 
They will be trimming bushes, cleaning up the shrubs around front and back of church. There will also be folks 
cleaning inside the church. We need volunteers to help. There will be a signup sheet in Narthex for those 
wanting to volunteer. 

 
 

EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST 
The New Bethel UMM invite the congregation to Easter breakfast after the Easter morning Sunrise Service on 

April 16th. 

The menu will consist of scrambled egg, ham, biscuits and gravy, fruit, pastries, milk, juice and coffee. 

Breakfast will be served immediately after the Sunrise Service until 8:30. 

If you want a delicious breakfast Easter morning, plan on getting there before 8:30. Cost:  Free Will Offering 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH AUDIT COMPLETE! 
February and March are always busy times in the life of a United Methodist Church.  In addition to 

planning and preparing Lenten services and all the other “regular stuff,” each church is required to complete 
both an Annual Audit, due by March 1, and some Year End Reports, due by March 31.  In the annual audit, 
several members serve as “auditors” and pour over the accounts, statements, and checks of the New Bethel 
UMC.  This year, our auditors were Bev Jones and John Kutz and we thank them for doing a fine job!  We 
also want to thank the church treasurer, Jane Griffin, and the other treasurers – Pam Chamberlain, Larry 
Metter, and Donna Schroeder -  who administer various other accounts within the church.  Pastor Penny 
turned in the NBUMC audit to the District Superintendent on February 27 (2 days early - YEAH!).   

The Year End reports collect data about the expenditures and ministries of the local church, such as 

average worship attendance, racial/ethnic membership, Christian formation groups and participation numbers, 

church income, and church assets and expenses.  These forms are prepared by the Pastor, Office Adminis-

trator, Treasurer, and Financial Secretary, and filed online by the Pastor.  These are both good ways not only 

of cataloguing, but also celebrating the amazing ministries of the New Bethel UMC.  Thank you all for your 

continued love and service to Christ, through New Bethel UMC.   

New Adult Short-term Sunday School Classes: 
 
BLUE LIKE JAZZ  
Designed especially for college aged students, beginning February 19th - Easter.  The class is meet in 
the Pastor’s office from 9:40-10:20 a.m. and reading a book by Donald Miller called Blue Like Jazz.   
 

"NO WONDER THEY CRUCIFIED HIM"    
A six-week Lenten Study beginning Sunday, March 5 at 9:30 am – Easter! 

Of all the people admired in the world today, Jesus of Nazareth continually ranks at the top of 
the list. Even those who don't call themselves Christians regard Jesus as one of the wisest teachers 
and most loving leaders the world has ever known.  He is still making the covers of magazines and being 
talked about in coffee shops with a popularity like no other person who has walked this earth. So why 
did his contemporaries kill him? 

This six-session course will take a closer look at Jesus and his dangerously radical call to action.  
Led by Judy and Brian Lee.   
 

 
AND COMING THIS SUMMER: 
    Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis  -  An eight-week adult Sunday School class, led by Pastor Penny.   

Maybe you’ve wanted to find a Sunday School class but just can’t fit a 52-week commitment into 
your schedule.  Why not try one or more of our short-term Sunday School classes, designed especially 
for busy folks?  Sunday School classes offer a great opportunity to ask questions, meet new friends, 
and learn from each other’s journeys in life, while reading the Bible and growing in faith.  Find a class 
that interests you, take the plunge, and sign up today!  [Interest/Sign up sheets can be found in the 
church lobby on the mirrored desk, or speak with the class leader for more information.]   

 



KIWANIS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

The Glen Carbon Kiwanis pancake breakfast is March 19th at the American Legion from 8 am to Noon. Pan-

cakes and Sausage, biscuits and gravy, milk, coffee, orange juice will be served.  Adults $7.00 ($6.00 in Ad-

vance) see Mark or Kathy Sedlacek for advance tickets, Children 5-12  $3.50 and under 5 free. 

 

 
SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP TRIVIA NIGHT  
The Senior High Youth will be hosting a Trivia Night Friday, April 21st at 6:30 pm.   Childcare will be 
available.  Cost is $10 per person.  All ages are welcome to participate.  Individual participants will be 
teamed with each other.  Popcorn, pretzels, tea and lemonade will be available free of charge.  Soda, na-
chos, and some food items can be purchased.  You may bring your own snacks and drinks.  Prizes will be 
awarded for best decorated tables/teams.  A silent auction will be held during the night as well as an 
oral auction for Desserts and other big ticket items.  To register in advance, please do so by calling the 
church office or sign up at the table in the Narthex (starting in April).  Walk-ins are welcome, as long as 
we have space left.  All proceeds will benefit the 2017 Mission Trip.  
 
 
 
SCHNUCKS COMMUNITY CARD 
If you ever shop at Schnucks, you could be helping raise money for New Bethel UMC!  Through their EScript 
community card, Schnucks contributes back to the church every time you make a purchase and slide your 
community card.  If you'd like to join us in helping raise funds for  
 
 

 
 

This is an all-church night of food, fellowship, and 
 learning with electives for all ages. Dinner is from 5:30-
 6:30 and is provided for a nominal cost.  

 
 

 

  Kids WOW.  Will be taking a break—updates will be posted 

  Middle & Senior High School.  “The Red Stuff: Exploring the words of Jesus” with Judy Lee.  

  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

  Prayer Shawls.  Creating prayer shawls, praying over them, and giving them to those with needs.  

  Every Wednesday at 6:30 pm. Room 101 

  Disciple Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6-8 pm in room 203 with Pastor Penny Barber. 

  Men’s Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall with Eric Freese. 

  Women’s bible Study.  Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in room 202 with Kathy Witzke. 

 
 
 

THANK YOU'S 

Wanda Lovett would like to thank everyone who attended her birthday party on February 25th.  So many 

people came by to visit with her and express their love for her.  So many cards and gifts!  She well ex-

ceeded 90 cards! 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 
Join the men of New Bethel on March 11th at 8 AM for their monthly meeting and      breakfast 
in the church Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 
BELL CHOIR 
 Bell Choir will rehearse on March 2nd at 6.  All are welcome to join - step up and be heard. 

 
           

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
 

THE LIGHT KIDS CONFERENCE AT TROY UMC.  The Light Kids Conference is a one day 
event designed for children in grades 1-5 on March 25th. The purpose of the Light Kids con-
ference is to get kids excited about the faith and the walk with Jesus. If you have kids in the 

age range and would like to attend with your child, please talk to Brittaney LaBarge 815-
944-2123 or bnw1015@gmail.com.  Early registration must be postmarked by March 

10th.  Student Early Registration Rate – $23, Adult Early Registration Rate – $18.  Parents 
are welcome to join in the fun! The website to find more information is  

 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9:30 to join in the fun! And don’t forget to bring 
your offering!  
 

 
Volunteers needed: 

 
Volunteers are needed to help with Super Church.  If you would be interested in sharing the 
love of Christ with our children please contact Brittaney LaBarge asap! 815-944-2123 or 
bnw1015@gmail.com 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH   
 
Our Middle School and Senior High Youth Group is under the direction of Judy Lee.  On 
Wednesday nights the youth are using the bible series The Red Stuff,  dig in to the words of 
Jesus himself.  They' ll take a look at five of Jesus' parables, uncover what His message was, 
and see how it still applies to their life today.  
 
Wednesday, March 1  - Wednesday night bible study 6 pm 
Sun, March. 5 -  Seeing the movie “The Shack” at Showplace Theatre—meet there at 12.  Judy will be 
         buying the tickets in advance so please let her know if you are attending.  
Wednesday, March 8  - Wednesday night bible study 6 pm 
Sunday, March 12 - Breakfast Buffet fundraiser for the mission trip 
Wednesday, March 15  - Mid-week meals and Wednesday night bible study 5:30 –7:30 
Sunday, March. 19  -  No Youth Meetings 
Wednesday, March. 22  - Mid-week meals and Wednesday night bible study 5:30 –7:30 
Sunday, March 26—check with Judy 
Wednesday, March 29  - Mid-week meals and Wednesday night bible study 5:30 –7:30 
Sunday, April 2—Agape Feast—6:15 pm 
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RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES—SUNDAYS 9:30 AM: 

Worship.  8:30 & 10:30 AM    Son Catchers—Room 204  

Nursery. 8:15-12 PM    Embracing Grace—Rome 203  

Super Church.  10:30 AM   Women’s Bible Study—Room 202  

       No Wonder They Crucified Him—Room 

Sunday School.  9:30 AM    

WEEKLY: 

Quilters.  Tuesdays 9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Mid-Week @ New Bethel.    (Resumes January 11th) 

Meals.  Have a great meal and fellowship with your friends on Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 PM. 

 Kids WOW.  An evening of stories, games, and crafts.  6-7 PM, Room 102 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun with Ms. Judy Lee.  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

 Prayer Shawls.  Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Room 101 

 Disciple Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6-8 pm in room 203 

 Men’s Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 Women’s bible Study.  Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in room 202 

Thursdays - Choir.  Practice is held on rotating Sundays and Thursdays.  Please See Mike Rogier for more 

details.  All are welcome to join New Bethel Choir 

 Bell Choir.  Bell Choir Practice will be held on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6 PM. Newcomers are always 

welcome.  

 Praise Team Rehearsal. Practice is held every Thursday at 7:45 PM.  All are welcome to join. 

Sunday evening—Disciple Bible Study.  4-6 pm 

MONTHLY: 

United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS… 

4     Logan Beshears 
10   Karla Hohlt & Jordan Freese 
11   Joanne Spencer 
12   Penny Barber & Andrew Adams  
17   Tim Nuoffer, Robin Schneider, Maddie  

Kelsey & Mark Morfey 
18   Harry Thurau & Bridget Beyer 
22   Buffy Morfey 
24   Brian Hohlt 
25   Paige Gilliland 
26 Linda Black, Sallye Burlingame &        

Aleana Hiles 
27 Louis Frick 
28   David Bogowith & Steve Spencer 
29   Patricia Neal & Fred Schafer 
30   Joanna Nuoffer  
31 Doris Robinson 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES … 
7    Jim & Linda Talley 
16  Todd & Nancy Slater 
19   Corey & Brittaney LaBarge 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Quote of the month: 
Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only 
light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out 
hate, only love can do that. 
                    - Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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March 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 
Choir          
Rehearsal 9:30 
am 
 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Bible Study 
6 pm 

7 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

8 
 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

9 
 
 
 
 
Choir 6:45 pm 
Praise Band 
7:45 pm 

10 11 
UMM 8 am 
UMW 9:30 am 

12 
Breakfast  Buf-
fet 9:30 am 
Choir          
Rehearsal 9:30  
 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Bible Study 
6 pm 

14 
Quilters  
9:15 am 
 
 
Finance Com-
mittee Meeting 
6:30 pm 

15 
 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

16 
Leadership 
Team 6:30 pm 
 
 
Choir 6:45 pm 
Praise Band 
7:45 pm 

17 18 

19 
Choir          
Rehearsal 9:30 
am 
 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Bible Study 
6 pm 

21 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

22 
 
 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

23 
 
 
 
 
Choir 6:45 pm 
 
Praise Band 
7:45 pm 

24 25 
Light Kids 

Conference 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

26 
 
 
 
 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Bible Study 
6 pm 

28 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

29 
 
 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

30 31  

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS  
MARCH 12 

Set your clocks ahead one hour 
on Saturday, March 11 before you 
go to bed.  This is also a great 
time to change the batteries in 
your home smoke detectors!  
 


