
Sunday Sidebar- July 28, 2019 

What Do We Mean by Righteous? 

     Righteousness is about being in a good and right relationship with God.  When we come 
across righteousness/justification language in the Bible it basically functions in one of two ways: 

 1.   righteous status; 
 2.   righteous behavior. 

     Righteous status is a kind of legal standing; let's say a man commits a crime (i.e. murder); he 
actually did it; however, when the time comes for his trial, the prosecuting attorney fails to 
prove that he did it, and the result is that the man is declared "not guilty."   So his legal status is 
that of "not guilty," he's not condemned, he's in the right, he's righteous, even though he 
committed the crime; but as far as the legal system is concerned - he's righteous.  That is his 
legal status.  He's not righteous in behavior, because he actually did it, but the judgment 
handed down by the legal authority is that the man stands righteous, or justified.  That is his 
status. 

     A somewhat different use of the same word "righteous" is that of righteous behavior.  And a 
good example comes in the sermon on the mount, which is full of righteousness language.  
Jesus says if your righteousness does not exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, then you will 
never enter the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 5.20).  And we know from the context that he's 
talking about righteous behavior, not righteous status.  Because earlier he said, "blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake"  - and that is definitely about behavior.  They 
are not being persecuted because of their legal standing, they are being persecuted because of 
their righteous behavior, which is offensive to someone else. 

We are Justified, Made Righteous, Through Faith in Jesus 

     So when we talk about righteousness from God (as in Romans 3.22) coming to us through 
faith in Jesus Christ, we are talking about how God reconciles repentant sinners to Himself.  
God pronounces us righteous (righteous status)!  And we spend the rest of our lives bringing 
our behavior in line with our new status.  Is your behavior righteous, these days?   

The Story Behind  I’ll Fly Away 

     Albert E. Brumley was born on a cotton farm near Spiro, Oklahoma on October 29, 1905.  
Before his song writing career, he attended the old Hartford Musical Institute at Hartford, 
Arkansas and sang with the Hartford Quartet.  Later he taught singing at several schools in 
various parts of the Ozarks.  He met his wife-to-be, Goldie Edith Schell at one of those schools 
in Powell, Missouri.  They were married in 1931 and continued to live at Powell, where they 
raised their six children! 

    It was in 1929 that Brumley actually composed “I’ll Fly Away.”  He recalled that he was 
picking cotton and singing the popular song, “If I Had the Wings of An Angel,” when he 



suddenly found himself daydreaming about flying away from that cotton field!  Brumley 
eventually worked out the verses to his song, using prison bars as an analogy for earthly life.  
He had no idea at the time, that his song would become so universally popular.   

     Brumley had tried his hand at writing music for a number of years but for the most part, this 
had just been for his own pleasure.  His wife Goldie encouraged him to try to have more of his 
songs published.  Albert agreed to try and sell one of his songs and “I’ll Fly Away” was mailed to 
the Hartford Music Company one hot afternoon in July of 1932.  Goldie was right and the 
Hartford Music Company published the song in the book, “The Wonderful Message.”  The song 
began to gain national recognition while numerous others began asking to be allowed to use it 
in their church books.  At the time that the song was accepted and published, Brumley was 
working in his father-in-law’s general store for a dollar a day and was then shortly afterward 
employed by Hartford as a $12.50 a month staff writer!   

     In all, Albert Brumley wrote over 800 gospel and “sentimental” songs... 


