
Sunday Sidebar: August 18, 2019 

What Does “Ebenezer” mean? 

     In 1 Samuel 7:12, the word “Ebenezer” in Hebrew means stone of help. The word is also 
found in the beginning of the second verse of the beautiful hymn, Come Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing, written by Robert Robinson in 1758, 
as we sing, “Here I raise mine Ebenezer….” 

     Robert Robinson wanted to stress the joy 
of Christianity and the Christian’s need, 
always to rely upon the Lord.  So he drew on 
an image from the Old Testament book of 1 
Samuel because it reminds God’s people how 
he delivered them from danger.   

     Chapters 4 through 7 of 1 Samuel describe a series of battles between the Israelites and the 
Philistines.  In an effort to defeat the Philistines, the Israelites take the ark of the covenant into 
battle with them (as sort of a good luck charm)!  To their dismay, however, the Philistines 
capture the ark, defeat the Israelites, and take the ark back to one of their pagan temples.  God 
causes the idol of their false god, Dagon, to fall over on its face a few times, finally breaking it 
into pieces.  And God sends a plague upon the residents of the town.  So they move it to 
another of their towns.  The plagues follow.  So the Philistines move the ark to a third 
town...and the plagues follow.  Now the Philistines are really afraid of the Israelite God and 
decide to send the ark back to Israelite territory, along with gifts of gold for the offense.   

     The ark of the covenant comes back to the land of Israel, and winds up in the town of Kiriath 
Jearim, under the watchful care of Eleazar.  There it will stay for twenty years, until David 
comes to get it and move it to Jerusalem... 

     But the Philistines keep fighting with the Israelites.  Samuel is leading them, as their last 
great judge and the first of the great prophets.  In the 7th chapter of 1 Samuel, as the Philistines 
are coming to attack, Samuel offers sacrifices and prayers to God and as the Philistines get 
closer, God thunders with a great thunder and tin the confusion that follows, the Philistines 
retreat, pursued by the Israelites, who win the day!   As a reminder of that great victory, Samuel 
takes a big stone and raises it up as a memorial between Mizpah and Shen.  As he raises it up, 
he names it Ebenezer, saying “Thus far, the LORD has helped us” (1 Sam. 7.12).  So whenever 
the Israelites saw the stone, they would remember how God had helped them.  Unfortunately, 
we do not know the exact site of the stone today. 

      But when we sing, Here I raise mine Ebenezer, we are supposed to remember how God 
helped the Israelites in times past, and we think of how God helps us in the present day.  If you 
were creating memorial stones every time God helped you, where would they be?  And how 



many of them would there be?  Indeed, we are blessed by the grace and mercy of our loving 
God as we sing: 

 

Come Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace;  
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise… 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I’m come;  
And I hope by Thy good pleasure safely to arrive at home… 

Indeed, God is our very present help in times of need.  And how worthy God is, of our praise!  
So keep singing. 


