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Why Did Jesus Use Parables? 

  

     In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapters 5-7, Jesus speaks in a very straightforward 

manner about the kind of people we need to be, in order to please God.  Jesus clearly teaches 

that we are blessed by God, we are to be salt and light, we are not to murder, or even be angry 

with people for an extended period; we should not commit adultery, we should try hard to make 

our marriages work and not end up in divorce court; we should be generous people who pray, 

fast, and are always ready to help others; we are not to worry excessively or judge others 

harshly; we should ask, seek, and knock on the door of God’s heart, expecting a good and 

helpful answer from our loving Heavenly Father; and we are to plan ahead, think things through 

clearly, and bear good fruit for the Kingdom of God.  

  

     Pretty good stuff and easy to understand.  Then by chapter 13, 

as the crowds come, Jesus has shifts to parables - amazing stories 

that have both a surface meaning and a deeper meaning.  Actually, 

Jesus’ parables remind me of the Aesop’s fables I used to read as a 

child.  I wonder if Jesus read any of these?  I always enjoyed the 

stories themselves but then had to read back through it to grasp 

how the moral applied.  In other words, I had to work at discerning 

the lesson.  

  

     Maybe that’s what Jesus was hoping with his parables - that 

people would dig a little to find the treasure.   

     Jesus parables were easy to understand on the surface; he used clear stories from everyday 

life that most in the crowd would recognize.  Jesus wasn’t coding his teaching or trying to make 

it hard so only the “brightest and best” would get it!   

  

     But in fact, people did fall into one of two groups when hearing his parables.  Those 

committed to the Kingdom of God would seek and find further understanding; while those who 

were uncommitted or just listening out of curiosity or initial excitement, would reject Jesus’ 

teaching as unintelligible.  What is your response to Jesus’ parables? 

 

The Doctor and His Patient 

      A doctor had been for some time attending upon a sick man who, however, died under his 

hands. At the funeral the doctor went about among the relations, saying; "Our poor friend, if he 

had only refrained from wine, attended to his insides, and used proper means, would not have 

been lying there." 

 

One of the mourners answered him, "My good sir, it is of no use your 

saying this now; you ought to have prescribed these things when your 

patient was alive to take them." 

The best advice may come too late. 

             - by Aesop   [A Greek storyteller,born in approximately 620 BC] 
  

 


