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New Bethel United Methodist Church, 131 N. Main ST, Glen Carbon IL 62034 
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Sunday Services at 8:15am (Traditional) and 10:45am (Contemporary) 
Office Hours: Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday 1pm-4pm, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 9am-4pm 

The Science and Religion Series 
Continues… 

 
How do science and religion fit together? 

Are evolution and creation faith mutually exclusive? 

What about the dinosaurs? 

Did it all start with a big bang? 

Medicine or faith?  Which heals better? 

 
Human beings have always been curious about the world in which we live;  we've always struggled for 
understanding of this world, the way things are, and our place in it…..  We are - every one of us - think-
ers and explorers, scientists and humanitarians, and as we each, in our own way, strive for a deeper un-
derstanding of things, it tends to lead to a deeper appreciation.   
 

Feb. 10 - Medical Science and the  Power of Faith 
Feb. 17 - Our Brave New World 

Save the Date!  Details coming soon! 
 

NBY invites you  
to our annual trivia Night! 

Friday, March 29 
All proceeds go towards this summer’s 

MissonTrip 

NIGHT 

Soup and Bread Luncheon 
Saturday, March 2 

11am - 2pm 
 

Many varieties of Homemade Soups*, 
Breads and Desserts 

 
Volunteer to Make, Stir, Serve!   

And clean up, of course! 
Sign up in the Office 

*see message from the coordinators inside 

http://www.newbethelumc.org


 

 

PASTOR’S PEN 

 I’m reading a good book this month called Slow Kingdom Coming, by Kent Annan.  
It’s a book about staying on mission and remaining focused on the Church’s task, in 
season and out.  Because while our task is to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world – the transformation is a long time coming.  And 
churches and organizations are prone to “mission drift,” as Annan calls it.  We lose 
our focus from time to time, forget our basic principles, and get lost in the hustle 
and bustle of life in a fast-paced culture.  We get seduced into believing that our 
mission is always to grow bigger and bigger, and build more and more, and serve 
ourselves and make our own place more and more comfortable.  But that is too much 
of an emphasis on “us” and not enough on others.  Certainly there is nothing wrong 
with a little home improvement to enhance our ministry, but we do need to look up and 
look around from time to time, to see how others are doing and see where we can help 
them. 
     The book suggests five things to focus on, that will help guard against missional 
drift.  The five things are attention (awakening to justice), confession (the posture 
for engaging), respect (the golden rule for helping), partnering (with NOT for), and 
truthing (hard thinking and feet on the ground).  It’s important for a church to be 
awakened to the needs of the people living around it.  In regards to that, I can’t stop 
thinking of that neighbor of ours who still needs a new roof.  We have collected 
around $ 1000 to help him and we are holding that money until he has enough to get it 
done….but every time I pass his house I see his roof still covered in tarps as the snow 
and rain come...  I can’t help thinking there is more we should be doing, I just don’t 
know what.  Anybody have any ideas? 
 
      Mike Chamberlain just got back from another mission trip to Juarez, Mexico 
where the team built two houses for two families!  What an excellent ministry of 
partnering with others to make a difference in their lives – not doing it for them, but 
with them; alongside them.  It feels more relational and healthy.  Again, we aren’t the 
saviors swooping in with the solution, we are just friends, helping.  [Mike is scheduled 
to share about that trip in worship this Sunday, Feb. 10th.]  We’ve been doing the 
Juarez trip for 7-8 years and we’ve built a good relationship with some of the people 
there who run the mission.  Such an ongoing relationship with the same people in the 
same place  (rather than bopping around all over the globe) actually brings lots of 
blessings and refreshment of spirits.  If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to go on 
this trip, you might consider it for next year.  It is well worth the sacrifice of time 
and little money… 
 
      New Bethel UMC just paid off its mortgage in December 2018.  That was made 
possible by some wise financial decisions and good stewardship over the course of 
twelve or thirteen years.  Well done, New Bethel UMC!  We have the Soup and Bread 
coming up the first weekend in March.  Maybe the end of March sometime, we will 
have a nice church potluck dinner after church one Sunday, and have a little mortgage 
burning party to celebrate this financial milestone.   
      I wonder how we could share that blessing with others?  We have relieved our 
church of debt…what could we do to relieve someone else in that position?  I suppose 



 

 we could make a generous donation to a local mission…or sponsor a family in our 
church to become debt-free…or schedule another mission trip to Houston, or Juarez, 
or the Mountain Mission School in Grundy, VA?  What could we do to share the 
blessing? 
      In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, You are the light of the world.  A 
city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven (Matthew 5.14-16). 
 As we think about our mission in 2019, what are the good works we will do, to 
the honor and glory of God?  Give it some thought and join the conversation by 
sending me an email (pastorpenny@newbethelumc.org).  What ministries would you 
like to see New Bethel UMC working on this year?  I’m excited to hear from you.  
Send me some of your ideas and I’ll share them with our Church Administrative 
Council... 
   

Your Pastor and Friend, 
 

Pastor Penny 

 MARCH 6, 6:30 PM 
 

Join us in the sanctuary for this beautiful evening service as we 

begin the season of Lent with worship and the Imposition of Ashes.   

MEETINGS AND PRACTICES 
The United Methodist Men will meet at New Bethel UMC on Saturday, February 9, at 9:30 am. 

The United Methodist Women are not meeting in January and February.  Next meeting in March 2019. 

Choir and Bell Choir practices resume this month.  The Choir meets on Wednesdays at 7:30pm, and the 
Hand bell Choir meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6pm.   

Administrative Council-  Tuesday. February 19, 6:30pm 

Staff Parish Relations Committee-  Thursday, February 21, 6:30pm 

DISTRICT TRAINING EVENT – FEB 17 
Pastor Penny and several other New Bethel UMC leaders will be attending this training event on Sunday 
afternoon, February 17

th
, from 2 – 4:30 p.m. at St. Matthew’s UMC in Belleville.  The event is open to an-

yone and the training focuses on Staff Parish Relations, Trustee, and other such issues.  If you’d like to 
go, just sign up in the Church office by Friday, Feb. 15. 

mailto:pastorpenny@newbethelumc.org


VBS 2019!     Can you believe it’s almost here?!  The curriculum is in the Of-

fice.  There is a planning meeting with our partner churches on 
February 7.  Workdays with our partners are scheduled for 
April 25, 26, and 27.  (Time and place TBA.  Thank you, Den-
nis Wilson, for serving as liaison for the group.) 
 
 Do you feel called to coordinate our African adventure?   

 Are you interested in teaching children about our ancestors, 
the Israelites, and how God brought them through adversity, 
through stories, games, activities, and songs?   

 Do you want to develop a special relationship with a small 
group of kids, guiding them during the week’s activities and 
being a support to them?   

 
There are many places for you to connect with VBS!  It’s not too soon to start making 
plans!  Please let Pastor Penny and Linda know where you would like to help. 

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING for 2019 will be held on February 10 and 17 at 9:30 
and 11:45.  We encourage all New Bethel adult members to attend.  You must attend if 
you wish to help with Vacation Bible School, Trunk or Treat, and any other activities/
ministries for the children.   
Come to any one of the four sessions offered.  If you last attended in June 2018, we ask 
that you go ahead and come now so you are covered for all of 2019. 

THANK YOU NOTES 
New Bethel UMC Family, Our family is so honored, proud and blessed by everything our church family 
has helped with during Mike’s illness and “Celebration of Life.”  Our church family has held us so close 
with the love, prayers and continued support.  Words cannot express our gratitude and appreciation for 
everything you all have done.  We love you all and truly feel your love!  God bless you all.   

                                                                                                                                Bridget, Michael and Brie 

Dear Pastor Penny and church workers,  You and everyone involved helped make my brother Mike’s 
memorial service beautiful.  Everything went smooth and all of the church workers were so very kind and 
generous.  The words you spoke about Mike and his life were from the heart and a great representation 
of him and his love.  He always talked about the good works his church does regardless of size and that’s 
why he liked going there.  I have been amazed by all the acts of kindness people have shown during his 
illness and death.  Please extend my heartfelt thanks and love to everyone that had a hand in Saturday’s 
service and meal.  Mike would have been proud.  Thank you, Love and God Bless.   

                                                                                                   T he Beyers- Ed, Amy, Paige and Madison. 

Dear Friends,  Thank you for partnering with us and for your gift…..[see letter posted on board in Lobby]       

                                                                                                                 Larry M. Brown, CEO, Ethnos 360 

With grateful hearts this donation to New Bethel UMC is in recognition of and appreciation for leading ser-
vices at Eden Village. [Pastor Penny,] Thank you for your inspirational services and friendly smiles and 
greetings.         George Willaredt and Wilma Edwards 



COMING THIS SPRING 

Family Camping Adventure! 
Stay tuned for more details! 

EDUCATION SUPERINTENDENT NEEDED 

New Bethel UMC is looking for a member of our faith community who would be able to work 1-3 hours a 

week fulfilling the important duties of this position.   This is a volunteer position in the church, easily filled 

by someone who appreciates the importance of having a strong education and discipleship program that 

offers Bible-based teaching to all age groups, preschool – Adult.  The Education Su-

perintendent helps to insure that our Sunday morning classes run smoothly and all 

classes are well-staffed, and teachers have the curriculum and resources they need to 

help students grow in faith.  The Education Superintendent would collect the offerings 

and count attendance in each class, weekly.  He/she would work with the Pastor and 

teachers to approve curriculum; work with the Church Secretary to order books and 

supplies for each class; and meet with the Pastor and teachers from time to time, to set 

goals for our Hour Between growth, evaluate effectiveness, and brainstorm creative 

ways to reach our goals.  Please prayerfully consider serving in this capacity, and if in-

terested, speak with Pastor Penny soon!   

SOUP & BREAD LUNCHEON 
In preparation for the Soup and Bread Lunch on March 2, please note the following 
plan has been discussed and sign-up for soup donations will be encouraged as 
shown below. This is to try to balance the types of soup so that we don’t have an over
-abundance of certain types of soup.  For example, following the soup lunch in 
November, there were about 10 gallons of chili leftover!  And, the question was -  then 
and now – “What do we do with that much chili?” Or any soup for that matter? 
 
John Kutz and others working with him would like to suggest that some of the really popular soups be 
categorized and when those slots are filled, we are asking that you consider bringing another kind of 
soup so that we have a wide variety but not excessive amounts of certain flavors!   
 
Categories being considered include: 
 Chili (all types) 
 Vegetable (including minestrone, veg-beef, etc.) 
 Chicken noodle, chicken pasta, etc. 
 Cream soups – For example, cream of broccoli, cream of potato 
 Other -  
 
Also, since we will be approaching spring, it was suggested that diners might be more interested in 
lighter, broth-based soups, rather than heavier soups like chowders and “stew” types of soups.  We are 
open for all suggestions that will help us have another successful soup lunch.  Please share your 
thoughts with John, Maxine Dunn, and the church office.   Everyone’s efforts are appreciated!! 

DRIVER NEEDED 
Pastor Penny is looking for a volunteer with a truck to drive to A-C Central High School in Ashland, IL 
(just outside of Springfield) and pick up 8 lockers from her son, David Bell.  The lockers then need to be 
delivered to the Lahr-Well Christian Academy in Edwardsville, IL.  If you have a truck and a desire to 
serve in this way, please contact Pastor Penny by text or phone at 217-932-3115.  [Round trip will take 
roughly 3 ½ - 4 hours and we can provide you a tank of gas.] 



 

 

Financial Peace University 
Would you be interested in a 9-week class on managing your finances, 
growing wealth, and eliminating debt?  The Bible teaches us to be 
good stewards of all that God entrusts to us, and using Christian 
principles, Dave Ramsey has developed a class for local churches.  
Rob Clark, a financial advisor with Financial Legacy Associates out of 
St. Louis, will be leading the class.  Rob will walk us through the vide-
os, and the book, and share step-by-step information on how to make a budget, pay off debt, create 
an emergency fund, spend wisely, and save for the future.  Obviously, this is great information for 
all ages and stages of life!  Join Pastor Penny and Rob Clark for this interesting and educational ex-
perience.  Cost of the class is $99 per household (so bring a teenager or two!)  Classes are forming.   
Call the church office (618-288-5700) to sign up. 

HELP WANTED 
Eden Village is looking for someone who would be 
interested in teaching chime choir with our residents. 
We have a very nice selection of hand chimes.  We 
normally meet on every other Friday at 3pm. 
 
Please contact  Sonya Preston AL/SL Social Pro-
gram Director Eden Senior living. 618-288-5014 
(1321) or by email at spreston@edenvillage.org 

Greet one another 
with a kiss of Love.  
Peace to all of you 
who are in Christ. 

1 Peter 5.14 

 
MEDICARE INFORMATION SESSION 
What is Medicare?  Do I qualify?  What is a Medicare Supplement?  Whis is better?  Join 
Wallace Neal on Tuesday, March 5 at 6:00 pm to discuss these questions, and find some 
answers.  Please call the Church Office to register (288-5700.) 

GETTING YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER 
This is what the Lord says, “Put your house in order …” 2 Kings 20:1 

For us this means preparing for the inevitable by gathering and organizing all 
your documents in one place.   

When the inevitable comes, your family will need to know where your 
important information is located. Where is your will? Who is your doctor, 
lawyer, accountant, banker? Where is your insurance information?  

 

If you think you have or know you haven’t “put your house in order” in this 
regard, join us Thursday, March 7

th
 at 6:30 p.m. to find out what you need 

to know. Dr. Almeda Lahr-Well and Gail Mueller, principals and agents with 
Nicol Financial Services, will answer your questions and provide you with a 
free booklet of documentation forms to help you help your family with these 
important matters. 

Putting your house in order is the best gift you can give your family. 

mailto:spreston@edenvillage.org


 

 

Classes and Small Groups 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
Wednesdays, 5p-6:30- Dinner and meeting at New Bethel UMC                                 
Other events:                       
Fire Up- February 22-24 at Troy UMC 
Trivia Night- Friday, March 29  Plans will be discussed at regular meetings. 
Bad Weather on Wednesdays? 
If school is cancelled on a Wednesday because of weather, youth group is also cancelled.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL-  Our class is starting a lesson on how God continues 

to point out our potential even though we make many mistakes and have limitations. His grace constantly 
creates opportunities for us. For the next couple of weeks we are focusing on Isaac, Rebekah, Esau and 
Jacob. 

AGAPE FELLOWSHIP- this women’s fellowship group meets on Thursday mornings.  With no set 

agenda, it has become a time of fellowship, support, and fun.  

THE SEEKERS CLASS-  We have begun reading and discussing Tribe, by Sebastian Junger.  

Books are available in the Lobby 

ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL- 
Join Mrs. Jenny, Mrs. Nancy, and Mr. Andrew for Sunday School in February! 
 
Feb. 3rd:  Playing for God's Team.  It's the Super Bowl!  Wear your team colors! 
Feb. 10th:  Valentine's Day!  Help us make valentines for church members! 
Feb. 17th:  President's Day--what does God teach us about being a leader?  And how well do you 
know your presidents? 
Feb. 24th:  The Good Samaritan 
 
Check your calendars for Saturday, March 30th! The Light Kids Conference is a one day event de-
signed for children in grades 1-5 at Troy UMC.  The purpose of the Light Kids Conference is to get 
kids excited about the faith and the walk with Jesus.  This year's theme is Brave and entertain-
ment includes a dog obedience demonstration! Let Mrs. Jenny know if you can make it! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES TO BEGIN IN MARCH 2019 
Pastor Penny invites all interested youth to join her and several other leaders in a joyous adventure 
exploring faith in Jesus Christ, how to be saved from our sins, a rock wall climbing experience at 
the Upper Limits gym, how we know God loves us, a morning of mission work, and what it means to 
join the church.  Parents, if your son or daughter is ready to dig a little deeper into the Bible and 
explore a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, then this will be a great class for them!  Letters 
will be going out soon to specific youth, but if you’d like to sign up, do so today by calling into the 
church office (618-288-5700).  It may be easier to offer the classes on Sundays, either during the 
Hour Between (9:30-10:30) or on Sunday afternoons, but I’m open to another night of the week if 
we can find one that works for everyone.  When you call in to sign up, let us know what time might 
work best for your family.   



 

 

Members of New Bethel UMC supported and went on a week long mission trip January 
5,2019, to Juarez, Mexico. The goal of the Juarez mission is to build a house for Mexico family. 
We not only build a house but we build relationships with the people of Mexico. This year, we 
combined with other UMC churches from Illinois and built two houses for two families in Mexico. 
One family of 5 was living in a pallet-made house with three other people.  They will now have 
their own cinder block house to call home. The other family of 5 with a baby on the way will 
move out of their pallet-made house and move into the other cinder block house to call home. 
Other family members will then move into the vacated house. These homes were built on a 
piece of land owned by Grandparents of these families. There are 10 homes on their plot of 
land, including the two new ones we built. The rest are all made out of pallets, cardboard, blan-
kets and what ever else they could collect to construct the houses. There are about 25 people 
living  on this plot of land. They are all related. Family is the most important thing, not the things 
you collect.  Home is where your family is. 
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RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
 

SUNDAYS:      

Worship:  8:15 & 10:45 AM          

Nursery: 8:00 AM - Noon    

Hour Between Classes for all ages:  9:30 - 10:30 AM  

 

WEEKLY: 

Tuesday Daytime 

 Quilters.  9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  5p-6:30p  Lively learn-

ing and fun with Youth Director Judy Lee.  See details 

inside newsletter. 

 Pastor’s Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Both 

groups meet at 6:30 pm for about an hour.   

 Chancel Choir:  7:30pm in the Sanctuary 

Thursday Daytime 

 Agape Fellowship Group:  9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir: 6:00pm 

  

MONTHLY: 

 United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturday, 9:30 AM 

 United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturday, 9:30 AM (no meeting in February) 

The Hour Between… something for everyone! 
SUNDAYS 9:30 - 10:30 AM: 

 

Women of Faith:  The Remarkable Women  

of the Bible, Room 202 

Seekers Group: Tribe, by Sebastian Junger 
(starts January 20) 

 Room 102 

Son Catchers: led by Norma Abram, Room 204  

Embracing Grace: led by Sherri Luttrell,  

Room 203  

 

Elementary Class (K-5th grade) - Room 101 

Middle School Class - Room FH-1 

High School Class - Room 103/104 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
February Birthdays  
2- Howard Bell, Betty Wever 
5- Matthew Nuoffer 
6- Anne Parrish 
8- John Mulvihill 
9- Jake Hoult 
10- Steve Paul 
16- Kelly Bogowith 
18- Sherri Luttrell 
19- Vivian Azotea 
22- Matthew Lawhead 
25- Dana Kelsey 
26- Wallace Neal 
27- Judy Lee, Wanda Lovett 
29- Millie Overholtz 
 
February Anniversaries  
5- George and Cindy Glenn 
9- Russ & Shelley Gilliland 
 

 

March Anniversaries (first week of…) 

7- Jim & Linda Talley 

Ecclesia semper reformanda est.   
 - Augustine of Hippo 
 
“The church is always to be 
reformed.”    



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 

 1 2 
Habitat for 
Humanity build - 
8am-Noon 
 

3 

 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 

6 
AA– 7am 
 
 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawls, 
Bible Study- 6:30pm 
Choir- 7:30pm 

7 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
Bell Choir- 6pm 
 
VBS Group 
meeting at Unity 
Baptist 

8 

 
 
 

 

9 
Habitat for 
Humanity build - 
8am-Noon 
UMM- 9.30am 
 

 
 

10 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

11 
 

 13 
AA– 7am 
 
 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawls, 
Bible Study- 6:30p 
Choir-  7:30p 

14  
 
Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 

 
 

15 

 
 

16 
Habitat for 
Humanity build - 
8am-Noon 

17 

 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 
 
 
 

 

18 

 
 
 
 

19 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
Admin. Council 
meeting- 6:30p 

20 
AA- 7am 
 
 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawls, 
Bible Study- 6:30p 
Choir-  7:30p 

21 
Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 
 
 
Bell Choir- 6pm 
 
SPRC meeting- 
6:30pm 

22 
 

23 
Habitat for 
Humanity build - 
8am-Noon 

24 
 
Fire Up!   
 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 
 

Worship at Eden 
Village- 7pm  

25 

 
 
 
 
 

26 
Quilters– 9:15a 

 
 

27 
AA- 7am 

 

 

 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawls, 
Bible Study- 6:30p 
Choir-  7:30p 

28 
Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 

  

February 2019 

Fire Up!  At Troy UMC 

Sermon Series continues... 


