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Easter invite cards will be available by Sunday, March 18th…for you to pass 
out to friends and neighbors.  Invite someone to church and sit by them! 

Thursday, March 22  7:00-8:00pm 
Explore God’s heart for bringing people from bondage to freedom through the eyes of the 
Jewish sages and the writers of the New Testament as we gather around the Passover table. 

Taste and See!  Justin Kron will educate us in the symbolism of the Seder meal and the 
importance of this tradition to our Christian faith.   

Tickets are required, and available  March 11th-18th.  (Price- free!) 
A Love offering will be collected that night to bless Justin. 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
Palm Sunday, March 25 – Worship at 8:15 and 10:45 with palms, 

Easter egg hunt for children  
during Sunday School hour, 9:30-10-30 am 

Maundy Thursday, March 29 – Worship service at 7 pm 
Good Friday, March 30 – Worship service at 7 pm 

 
 

EASTER MORNING 
APRIL 1, 2018 

Sonrise Service – 7 am 
Breakfast, served by our United Methodist Men, 8-10:30am 

Traditional Worship – 8:15 am 
Contemporary Worship – 10:45 am 



Pastor’s Pen: 
 I was travelling somewhere recently and got completely turned around.  Instead of my 
trusty GPS, I was navigating by the hasty notes I’d made from someone’s verbal instructions.  I 
got lost.  Instead of turning left off the highway, I turned right.  The subsequent six directions 
then made no sense whatsoever, since I messed up the first one!   

 When we turn to the Beatitudes in Matthew 5, I get the feeling that the same thing 
applies: if we get these first instructions from Jesus wrong, nothing else will make sense.  Thus, 
Jesus begins his ministry in Matthew, not with programs and strategies, but with the kind of 
people God wants us to be.   

 Blessed are the pure in heart… 
 Blessed are the peacemakers… 
 Blessed are the merciful… 
 Blessed are the meek…etc. 

It’s a matter of character, not accomplishment.  Who we are on the inside is much more 
important than the externals.  As Martyn Atkins writes, “…when Jesus begins to talk about the 
‘kingdom of heaven’, he doesn’t outline the dimensions of the palace in Jerusalem, the rate of 
taxation to be levied, or the rules of the reign, but with the inner qualities and desires – the 
character – of kingdom people.” 1 

     Kingdom people are humble, peaceful, prayerful folks who trust God and are learning to walk 
with Jesus.  They make mistakes, just like everyone else.  But they quickly become aware of their 
sin, repent of it, and trust in the grace of God to forgive them, restore them, and prepare them 
for service to others, in the name of Jesus.  They are people of good character and pure heart. 

 So where do doctrines and programs and strategies fit into modern discipleship?  This 
Lenten season, we’ve been using creeds (statements of what we believe) and doctrines during our 
worship, and we’re discussing our programs and devising strategies for future ministry.  How does 
it fit together?  As we’ve said before, doctrines are kind of like road maps – they represent the 
knowledge of hundreds of folks who have traveled this way before us, and as we grow in our 
relationship with Jesus, the maps (doctrines) will be very useful in helping us get from here to 
there.  But learning and memorizing the doctrines, as if they are an end in themselves, is 
misguided.  When doctrines and creeds work properly, they inspire us to fall in love with God.  
The words of the doctrines and creeds are the form of our religion, but the love they inspire is 
the power!  Learning doctrines and creeds doesn’t earn us God’s grace.  Remember, we are saved 
by grace, through faith; and grace is free!  It is the unearned, unmerited love of God for his 
children!        

     Sometimes, churches use the doctrines and creeds as a kind of litmus test (to see if folks 
agree “correctly”) or to justify themselves, over and against someone else.  That again is 
misguided.  We aren’t justified by our doctrines; we are justified by God’s grace.  The doctrines 
are helpful to point us in the right direction and inspire us toward a loving relationship with God.  
Nothing more.  If they help you – Yay!  If they do not, it’s o.k.  [But you may spend a little extra 
time wandering around in the weeds (without the map) before you stumble across the destination:  
a loving relationship with God through Christ.] 

 Programs are (ideally) directed by the Holy Spirit to help us reach out to others and assist 
them in meeting and following Jesus.  So our discipleship looks something like this: 

 Explore faith 
 Engage in service 
 Embrace community 
 Empower disciples 

Each aspect is a door through which people can walk into our church.  Some come first for the 
community, and discover faith.  Others come in faith, and discover community and service.  And 
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     1Martyn D. Atkins, Sermon on the Mount:  Following Jesus in Today’s World (Werrington, Peterborough, England:  Foundery Press, 
2002) 6.  



the end goal (for any church) is to help make and empower disciples of Jesus Christ!  As your 
pastor, I think we are heading in a good direction.  We are on an excellent adventure together.   And 
the New Bethel UMC will grow as we are filled with Christ’s love, and our individual members are 
empowered and equipped to use their gifts, listening to the Holy Spirit’s call for their ministry.   

 
It’s going to be a good ride! 
 
In Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Penny 
 

Continuing our 
Lenten Sermon Series:   

February 14 – April 1, 2018 
 

JOURNEYS WITH JESUS 
Mar. 4 – Jesus in the Decapolis 

Mar. 11 – Jesus in Caesarea Philippi 
Mar. 18 – Jesus in Judea 

Palm Sunday, Mar. 25 – The Casting of Crowns 
Maundy Thursday, Mar. 29 – Into the Garden (7 p.m. service) 

Good Friday, Mar. 30 – To the Cross (7 p.m. service) 
Easter Sunday, April 1 – Out of the Tomb 

Sonrise Service at 7 a.m. 
Breakfast from 8-10:30am 

Traditional Worship – 8:15am 
Contemporary Worship – 10:45am 

 
THANK YOUs… 

…  to our Board of Trustees and all the volunteers who participated in our Sanctuary 
remodel over the past several months!  Many hours, some blood, and a bit of sweat 
went into a wonderful end result that we can enjoy for many years! 

...from the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House.  “Your gift made it possible for 
us to make this a very special Christmas for the children and families we serve.” 

...from the Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund.  “We appreciate your 
continued support, generosity, and thoughtfulness!  We give thanks for your witness 
and ministry to your church, community, and beyond.  Blessings on you!” 

...from missionary Janice Byerly, for support of her work at the International 
Christian School in Vienna, Austria. 
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Children’s Ministries invites all to a meeting on Sunday, March 4, after the second service.  
Pizza will be served! 

Staff Parish Relations Committee will meet Tuesday, March 6, at 6:30pm. 

Board of Trustees will meet Sunday, March 11, at 6:00pm. 

Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, March 13, at 6:30pm. 

Administrative Council will meet on Tuesday, March 20, at 6:30pm. 



Wednesday Lunch Bunch  
March 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2018 

Interested in a little mid-week devotion with friends? 
Would you like to have lunch with friends  

and sample the local cuisine? 

Join Pastor Penny on Wednesdays from Noon-1:30 p.m. for a little  
devotion, fellowship time, and some good food. 

We will meet at New Bethel UMC at Noon for a short devotion,  
then carpool to our lunch choice for good food and fellowship.   

We will finish by 1:30 p.m.  

No reservations or responses needed.  Just show up at church  
any Wednesday at Noon, during the month of March… 

A marriage enrichment workshop that’s more like a comedy night than a  
traditional “marriage workshop”.  It’s a fun date night and a real relationship 

game-changer.  You’ll laugh, learn, grow closer and  
never look at fighting in the same way! 

 
When: Friday, April 13, 7-9:30 pm 

Where:  Harvester Christian Church in St. Charles, MO 
Who:  Presented by Dr. Les Parrott 
Meet:  at New Bethel UMC at 6 p.m.  

          if you’d like to carpool or follow in your own car. 
Cost:  The first 20 people that sign up in the church office  

will get FREE tickets;  $12 for all other tickets. 
Fight Night Postcards with information and church address  

are available in the NBUMC church lobby. 
 

Pastor Penny and Howard would love for you to join them in attending this 
awesome event!  Married couples and singles are welcome to a night filled with 
humor, fresh insight, biblical wisdom, and practical, new strategies for turning 
conflict into a means for deeper intimacy.  Couples will have a blast and laugh 
while they learn new ways to instantly improve their relationship and strength-
en communication. 
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Sunday, March 18th ~ 8am til noon 
Glen Carbon American Legion Hall 
Pancakes and sausage along with biscuits and gravy, drinks 
Adults $6.00 Children 5 -12 $3.00 and under 5 eat free. 
Tickets are available from Mark and Kathy Sedlacek or Ralph Well 

BOOK CLUB   Some folks who attend New Bethel participated in an event organized by The 

United Congregations of Metro East called "Conversations in Race" Over a period of three 
months, approximately 200 people from Madison and St. Clair counties participated in small 
group and larger group conversations about how our faith informs our beliefs regarding race and 
race relations in our communities. This event sparked the curiosity of some members of our con-
gregations. We viewed Henery Louis Gates' film series called "The African Americans: Many Riv-
ers to Cross" Some of the people who viewed the film wanted to continue a gathering in a book 
club format. The proposal would be to meet at the church on the first Monday of each month at 
6:30  and look further into our faith and race.  For more information, contact Larry Evans.
(evans.larry9@gmail.com 618-447-1502) 

CHURCH SECURITY TEAM – if you would be interested in serving on the New Bethel 
UMC Security Team, please send a text to Pastor Penny at 217-932-3115 or email her at 
pastorpenny@newbethelumc.org.  As the Administrative Council looks into developing a team, 
training will be provided. 

FROM OUR FINANCE SECRETARY: 

Do you want to go paperless?  New Bethel UMC can now generate and send 

quarterly Giving statements by email .  If you would participate in this new 

program, please contact Ken Gaines at 304-1910 or krgain@gmaiil.com, or 

the church office to confirm your email address.  (If you want to continue 

getting paper copies, that’s OK too!) 

New Member classes are offered quarterly, for those considering joining New Bethel 
UMC and wanting more information on our ministries and small groups.  The first New 
Member Class of 2018 will be held on Sunday, March 18th, at Noon in Pastor Penny’s 
office. We should be done by 12:30p.m.  Nursery care will be provided till 12:30 if 
needed. 

WELCOME to little Vivian Mae Azotea!  She was born 
February 19, and she was 7 lbs 4 oz and 20.25 inch-
es at birth.  She joins mom Kristen, dad Cody, and 
big brother Landin. 

Restore Décor is looking for volunteers!  Do you enjoy painting and sprucing up old 
furniture?  Want to help make a difference in our community?  A few hours a month at 
Restore Décor is the place for you!  They are also looking for a New Bethel liason to help 
coordinate groups from our church.  Contact the office for more information. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  

BE SURE TO READ JUDY’S NEWLETTER! 

Wednesdays: 

March 7 and 14:  6:00-7:30 in room 103/104.  Bible Study and more!   

March 21- no meeting.  Come to “The Passover Experience” (Agape Feast) on March 22. 

March 28-  Workday at Community Care Center, Granite City 

 

Continue working on your Lenten Challenges, and share with the group! 

 

Congratulations to Melissa Spencer, Jacob Mulvihill and Paige Frick, who were three  

of six seniors at Fire Up that have attended all four years of high school!! 

 
 

Trivia Night is April 20th!   

Door open at 6:15pm 
Game Play starts at 7pm 

The Hour Between…something for everyone! 
Sunday mornings 9:30-10:30am 

Small Groups - Conversations - Bible Study Classes 
 

Conversations during The Hour Between: 

Course 2 -  
“amen, Amen, AMEN”, based on Max Lucado’s Before Amen.  Praying doesn't have to be hard!  
Learn to pray simply, and meaningfully.  Led by Lucile Aerne.  This 4-week discussion begins on 
March 4th.  Books are available in the Lobby and office. 

Other Conversations:                              Women of Faith 

Soncatchers Class 

Children’s and Youth Classes 

Hey Kids!  Let’s have some fun! 

Palm Sunday, March 25th  
Sunday School will meet 9:30 - 10:15am,  
followed by Easter Egg Hunt at 10:15am 



SUNDAY NIGHT LITE REPORTS: 

Week 1 – Feb. 11th.  We had a wonderful visit with Officer Barnes, from the Glen 
Carbon Police department and he shared some helpful information regarding church security.  
One of the things he suggested was that we come up with a small “church security team” and 
equip them with walkie-talkies so we can instantly alert the whole church (upstairs, downstairs, 
sanctuary, classrooms, etc.) in the event of an emergency.  We also need to station one usher a 
week in the church lobby, during worship services.  Presently, all our ushers are in the sanctu-
ary during worship is no one is monitoring the doors.  You will be hearing more about this in the 
near future. 

Week 2 – Feb. 18th.  The topic of conversation centered around our identity as a 
church, some of our core values, and what attracted people to the church and made them want 
to stay.  Some reasons people stayed:  they were asked to stay; enjoyed the music and worship; 
their souls were fed; they were enveloped by a caring community; they felt welcomed and 
needed; community felt like home; healthy relationships; and the church felt like a safe space 
where they were accepted.  Some important core values about New Bethel UMC include being 
Christ-centered, friendly, welcoming to others, caring, giving, open arms, our outreach to oth-
ers, and trying to be like Jesus.   And what’s the mission of New Bethel UMC?  To help others 
meet and follow Jesus; grow in Christ ourselves, bring others to Christ, and share and care for 
all; be the light; be the hands and feet of Christ; to reach the lost; to proclaim the gospel of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world; to share the Gospel through worship and ac-
tions; and helping ourselves and others to grow in Christ.  Not bad for a evening’s pondering!    

Week 3 – Feb. 25th. The topic of conversation centered around who our neighbors are 
and how we are or can be in ministry to them.  Ideas included:  participating in the United Con-
gregations of Metro-East; Glen Ed Food Pantry; working with the local Habitat for Humanity 
chapter in Glen Carbon/Edwardsville; helping out at Restor Décor; doing a summer VBS in a lo-
cal park, maybe sponsoring a Children’s Day Care or an After School Program, or a Parent’s Day 
Out event or two; and better advertising our Holy Week and Easter Services. 

The last Sunday Night Lite worship and discussion event will be this Sunday even-
ing, March 4th, in the New Bethel UMC sanctuary at 6 pm.  We will be talking some more about 
the needs of our community and how we might meet some of those needs; how to create and 
share the expectation that all of our members will be intentional about inviting others to join 
us for weekly worship opportunities, and we will try to distill a short and effective mission 
statement to send on to the Administrative Council for adoption as our Mission Statement for 
the next 2-3 years…  Even if you haven’t made it to one of our previous Sunday night Lites, 
come join us for this one! 

Meet your new Board of Trustees members for the Year:   
Mike Chamberlain, Steve Spencer, Dorothy Norfleet, Andrew Adams, Brid-
get Beyer, Bob Dunn, Kathy Jeffries, and Bill Wann!  Let any of them know 

what you think about our new look in the sanctuary… 

MISSION TRIPS TO HOUSTON  More information 
will be coming in August.  Right now, we are tentatively sched-
uled to work in Houston the week of December 3-7, 2018.  
Please let Pastor know if you might be able to help this week.  
We need a team of at least 3 women and 3 men… 
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The Glen Ed Food Pantry is in need of the following items: 
Dishwashing detergent, Clothing detergent, Men’s toiletries (deodorant, shaving sup-
plies, etc.)  Donations can be left on our table in the main floor classroom hallway. 



RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
 

SUNDAYS:      

Worship.  8:15 & 10:45 AM           

   

Nursery. 8:00 AM-Noon   

  

Sunday School and Small Groups.  9:30 AM

              

WEEKLY: 

Tuesday Daytime 

 Quilters.  Tuesdays 9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Tuesday Evening 

 Praise Band Practice.  7pm 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun with Ms. Judy Lee.  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

 Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry.  6:30pm 

 Chancel Choir.  Practice weekly at 7:30pm 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir.  1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6pm  

  

MONTHLY: 

United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS … 
 

10- Karla Hohlt 

11- Jill Oertle, Joanne Spencer 

12- Andrew Adams, Penny Barber 

17- Mark Morphy, Tim Nuoffer,  

 Robin Schneider 

18- Bridget Beyer, Harry Thurau 

21- Donna Hale 

22- Buffy Morphy 

24- Brian Hohlt, Logan Oertle 

25- Paige Gilliland 

26- Linda Black, Sallye Burlingame 

 Alena Hiles 

27- Louis Frick 

28- David Bogowith, Steve Spencer 

29- Fred Schafer 

30- Joanna Nuoffer 

31- Doris Robinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES… 

7 - Jim and Linda Talley 
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THE HOUR BETWEEN SERVICES - SUNDAYS 9:30 AM: 

 

Room 102 - amen, Amen, AMEN with Lucile Aerne 

Room 202—Women of Faith Class on Jesus Calling 

Room 204 - Son Catchers, led by Norma Abram 

Off-site - Embracing Grace 

 

  

I no longer wished for a better world, 
because I was thinking of the whole of 
creation, and in the light of this clearer 
discernment I have come to see that, 
though the higher things are better 
than the lower, the sum of all creation 
is better than the higher things alone. 
      

 Saint Augustine (A.D. 354 - 430) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

1 
 

Disciple 1– 6p 
Bell Choir– 6p 
 

2 3 

4 
 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 
 
Sunday Night 
Lite - 6pm 

5 
 

Bible Study– 
6pm  

 
 

6 
 

Quilters– 9:15a 
SPR Committee 
meeting– 6:30p 
Praise Team – 
7p 

7 
 

AA– 7am 
Lunch Bunch 12 
Youth Group– 
6pm 
Bible Study and 
Groups– 6:30pm 
Choir– 7:30p 

8 
 

Disciple I – 6p 
 

9 10 
 
UMM -  8am 
UMW - 9:30am 

11 
 

Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 
Trustees meeting
- 6:00pm 
 

 

12 
 

Bible Study– 
6pm  

13 
 

Quilters– 9:15a 
Finance Comm. 
meeting- 6:30p 
Praise Team – 
7p 

14 
 

AA– 7am 
Lunch Bunch 12 
Youth Group– 
6pm 
Bible Study and 
Groups - 6:30pm 
Choir–7:30pm 

15 
 

Disciple I – 6p 
Bell Choir– 6p 
 

16 17 

18 
 

New Members 
Class- 12noon 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 

 
 

19 
 

Bible Study– 
6pm  

20 
 

Quilters– 9:15a 
Ad. Board 
meeting- 6:30p 
Praise Team - 
7p 

21 
 

AA– 7am 
Lunch Bunch 12 
Youth Group– 
6pm 
Bible Study and 
Groups– 6:30pm 
Choir– 7:30p 

22 
 

Disciple I– 6p 
 
The Passover 
Experience- 

7p  
 

23 
 

 

24 
 

 

25 
PALM 

SUNDAY 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
- 10:15am 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 

26 
 

Bible Study– 
6pm  

27 
 

Quilters– 9:15a 
Praise Team - 
7p 

28 
 

AA– 7am 
Lunch Bunch 12 
Youth Group– 
6pm 
Bible Study and 
Groups– 6:30pm 
Choir– 7:30p 

29 
 

Maundy 
Thursday 

 
Service 

7pm 

30 
 

Good 
Friday 

 
Service 

7pm 

31 

March 2018 


