
 

 

The Ladder 
                  A Publication of  

New Bethel UMC 

September 2018 Glen Carbon’s United Methodist Congregation 

New Bethel United Methodist Church, 131 N. Main ST, Glen Carbon IL 62034 
www.newbethelumc.org    618-288-5700 

Sunday Services at 8:15am (Traditional) and 10:45am (Contemporary) 
Office Hours: Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday 1pm-4pm, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 9am-4pm 

Annual In His Steps Stewardship Series:   
October 7 – November 4, 2018 

 
Can We Afford To Be Generous? 

 
October 7 – Generous Prayers 

October 14 – Generous with Your Presence 
October 21 – Generous Giving 

October 28 – Generous with Your Time 
*November 4 – Generous Witnessing 

(*Our In His Steps Commitment Sunday  
Please be sure to bring your commitment form,  

all filled in, to church) 
 

I hope you’ll join us each week as we look at the importance of being generous to others in our 
prayers, our time spent with them, our sharing of resources, our sharing of talents, our service, and 

our witnessing for Jesus Christ.  It’s going to be a great month!  In a few weeks, you will each be 
receiving your In His Steps commitment forms and we hope you’ll prayerfully consider how best to 

serve in our many and varied ministries in 2019.  Then on November 4
th
, we encourage everyone to 

bring their In His Steps forms to worship and during the offering time, you will have the opportunity to 
bring forward your offerings to God… 

 
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 

you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.  1 Peter 2.21 (NRSV) 
 

Worship with us weekly at 8:15 and/or 10:45 am 

October 28th  4-6pm 
Fun, food, frights, and firetrucks! 

Music, games, and a bounce house, too! 

Come out and listen to great, live music by Jake and 
Mikayla, have a hot dog, chat with friends, and enjoy 

costume-watching as the kids “trunk or treat!” 
 

http://www.newbethelumc.org


 

 

PASTOR’S PEN 
     Our Annual Charge Conference went very well last night (Monday, Oct 8).  Four churches met 
with the District Superintendent of the Mississippi River District at Nameoki UMC in Granite City.  
Together, we conducted our yearly business meeting which included celebrating our ministries, 
approving budgets, and hearing a video recorded message from our Bishop:  Rev. Frank Beard.  I 
would like to share with you, some of the highlights of our 2018, from my annual Pastor’s Report.  
The following is an excerpt from my report: 

[New Bethel UMC] began in Jan. and Feb. with a series of Sunday evening worship times where 
we discussed our identity, goals and core values.  Out of those meetings (which were very lightly 
attended) we set the following areas of emphasis for 2018: 

Be active in local missions (we have joined United Congregations of Metro East; we support 
the Glen Carbon/Edwardsville Food Pantry with monthly donations of food; we are helping 
to build a house with the Edwardsville Habitat for Humanity; we have worked at Restore 
Décor several times; and we continue to be a blessing to our local community through our 
benevolent fund [Five Dollar Club]) 

Create a culture of invitation (we emphasize inviting others to all of our activities and 
worship services and we strive to excel at hospitality) 

As a church, increase our community visibility and involvement (we are constantly looking 
for more ways to be a blessing to our community and to increase our visibility, like our 3rd 
annual Trunk or Treat coming up Oct. 28, and our June events: Hot dogs, Music, and 
Jesus; and our staging of the local parade on our parking lot and the church provided 
free, cold bottles of water and use of our restrooms) 

Continue to develop, and add more small groups (we have added a new fellowship group and 
we’ve taken a few fellowship trips, just for fun) 

 Continue to develop the Hour Between discipleship classes for all ages (we’ve added two 
more permanent classes for the Hour Between Services [Sunday School] and we plan to 
offer several more short-term classes this fall) 

Work on attracting families with children (we continue to offer nursery care from 8 am – 
Noon on Sunday mornings and we’ve had a small increase in young children [ages 3 and 
under] coming to New Bethel UMC [7 kids]; we had a good VBS) 

New Bethel UMC is also active in wider missions.  Our youth went on mission for a week in June 
to the Mountain Mission School in Grundy, VA and did great ministry there.  And our adults went 
for a week to work on flood-damaged homes in Houston, TX in September and they had incredible 
experiences.  Both trips provided blessings to those being helped, and to the participants, and to 
our congregation, which is very supportive.  New Bethel is also a five star church, supporting 
missionaries, UMCOR, and national and international ministries (and paying our apportionments in 
full).  And we will create and share 10 Thanksgiving baskets of food with 
local families in November.  And we are also filling 96 Christmas Shoe 
Boxes to be shared with children internationally, through Samaritan’s 
Purse.  This is an incredibly generous congregation with a heart for 
helping others, in the name of Jesus Christ!  

I share this with you because I want the church, as a whole, to get a deeper sense of how wide 
and broad and wonderful is the ministry that we do together, in the cause for Christ.  We have so 
many opportunities to share Christ, grow in Christ, and offer Christ to the community around us.  
Some of our work is local; some is far away.  It all counts for the Kingdom!  From attending weekly 
worship to serving on a mission trip; from swinging a hammer on a Habitat for Humanity build, to 
bringing canned goods, and buying science supplies; from praying for the church and each other,  to 
donating to help a neighbor with a new roof….So many ways to help others find and follow Christ, 
even as we grow in our own faith.  And while none of us can do every thing, all of us can do 
something!  That’s what our annual In His Steps campaign is all about.  We don’t expect anyone to do 
it all.  But we encourage every member to be in ministry, somehow.   

Continued on next page... 

And while none of us 
can do every thing, all 

of us can do something! 



 

 

OUR CHURCH FINANCES AT A GLANCE: 
Operating Budget for 2018:   $278,083 
Received Jan – Sept:  $245,608 
Expenses Jan - Sept:  $219,607 
September Offerings:     $ 46,225 
Church Mortgage balance: $ 18,204 (as of end of September) 
 
$5.00 Club Helped 3 families with utility assistance ($37.50), and the Science 
Class at Lahr Well Christian Academy for classroom equipment (287.40) 

Great Rivers  

Choral Society Concert  

America Sings 

This Sunday, October 14th  at 3:00 p.m. 
In the sanctuary @ New Bethel UMC 

 

(a free will offering will be collected) 

Save those Bottle Caps!  
  

Our New Bethel Youth are inviting the congregation to save their 
plastic caps from bottles, soda bottles, shampoo, detergent, 
etc.  A club at EHS is collecting them to recycle into benches.  

A collection container will be available in the foyer. 
Thank you! 

  So be encouraged, my friends.  Stay focused on our mission (to help folks find and follow 
Jesus as we share the Gospel of Christ).  And never, ever, lose heart.      

18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.                       
Ephesians 3.18-19        (NRSV) 
    

In Grace, 

Pastor Penny Barber 

PASTOR’S PEN (continued) 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST 

Faith in Action Edwardsville/Glen Carbon would like to invite you to their 19th Annual Commu-
nity Breakfast.  The breakfast will be held on Thursday, November 8th at 7:30-9:00am in the Eden Village 
Retirement atrium.  The guest speaker will be Dr. Lynda Andre, Superintendent of Edwardsville School 
District.  The Edwardsville High School Chamber group will also be performing. 

Learn about all of the services FIA is able to provide to our area seniors (age 60 and above.)  These in-
clude free transportation to and from medical appointments, local shopping and personal needs as well as 
visiting and respite care. 

Tickets are $10.  Please RSVP to Pastor Penny or the office if you would like to attend.  We would like to 
get a NBUMC table for this event. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLk9Dr943dAhUHZawKHWTsA-4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox13news.com%2Fnews%2Flocal-news%2Fstudents-collect-thousands-of-caps-to-turn-into-bench&psig=AOvVaw1FI
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLk9Dr943dAhUHZawKHWTsA-4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox13news.com%2Fnews%2Flocal-news%2Fstudents-collect-thousands-of-caps-to-turn-into-bench&psig=AOvVaw1FI


 

 

SOUP AND BREAD DINNER 

Pull out your recipes and dust off your crockpots!  Soup and Bread Lunch is happening on Saturday, 
November 3rd, from 11am til 3pm.  Sign up to help that day, and tell everyone you know to come eat! 

Advance tickets are available for our November 3rd Soup and Bread lunch at the Information table in 
the Narthex.  Envelopes contain 10 tickets for you to sell. Pay for the tickets you sell and return any un-
sold ones. Sign out sheet will be with the basket of tickets. 

You can turn in your payment with any unsold tickets to Linda at the church office or drop it in the offering 
plate at any service, by marking your envelope "Soup and Bread Dinner." 

Save $1.00 by purchasing your advance tickets for you, your family, friends and neighbors. 

Pricing is Adults $7.00 Advance and $8.00 at the door; Children 5 to 12 - $3.00 Advance and $4.00 at the 
door. 

Children under 5 - Free.  

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING BOXES 
           New Bethel UMC will be collecting canned food items during the month of 
November, to help us prepare 10 boxes/baskets with all the ingredients for a lovely 
Thanksgiving dinner.  These boxes are then picked up by families/individuals in our 
community, for whom such a food box is a true blessing.  Each box has the food, in-
cluding a ham or turkey, a pumpkin or apple pie, and a note that tells them about Je-
sus Christ and the way of salvation, and invites them to join us at worship anytime.  
If you know of a family that might appreciate such a box, please contact the church 
office (618-288-5700) or Pastor Penny (217-932-3115).  Food is collected Nov. 5-18, 
the boxes are assembled on Nov. 18 (after the completion of the 10:45 service) and 

then distributed on Monday, Novem-
ber 19th, by families who come to the 
church and pick them up. If this min-
istry interests you, be sure to help us 
collect food, donate a turkey or a 
ham, or volunteer to help with the 
packing or distribution of the boxes.  
This is yet another way that New 
Bethel UMC-ers strive to bless oth-
ers, in the name of Jesus Christ.     

TRUNK OR TREAT  

    Our 3rd Annual Halloween event will take place Sunday, 
October 28th, from 4pm to 6pm.  We will have decorated cars 
with lots of candy, games, food, and live music provided by Jake 
and Mikayla!  We are already seeing lots of likes and shares on 
Facebook, so it should be a great afternoon of fellowship with 
our neighbors! 

You can help make this awesome!  Volunteers are needed in several areas:  decorate 
your car and welcome the Trunk or Treat-ers;  help with set up and/or clean up;  lead 
some fun games or supervise the bounce house;  donate candy to the collection tub 
outside the sanctuary, and there are many other ways to help!     Sign up in the Lobby, 
or call the church office at 618-288-5700 to volunteer, or if you have questions. 



 

 MISSION UPDATES 

Habitat for Humanity 

The local chapter of Habitat for Humanity is building a home at 920 Klein Ave in 
Edwardsville.  John Kutz, Pastor Penny and Larry Evans from New Bethel UMC 
participated in the build day on Saturday, October 6, 2018.  There were lots of 
people from churches and businesses in our community. Our Habitat Family laid 
out, nailed, sheeted and raised two walls.  As many of you know, this is not New 
Bethel’s first Habitat build!  But it is a good way to meet interesting people over 
some meaningful physical work.  Will you consider joining us? 

The build days are on Saturday mornings from 8am until 12 noon. Projects 
for upcoming build days include:   
 

October 13- raise two other walls;   
October 20- frame inside walls;   
October 27- put up roof trusses and get house under roof.   

Operation Christmas Child 
 

“Every shoebox offers an opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
with a hurting child.”    -Franklin Graham 

 
We are really excited about Operation Christmas Child this year!  To help, 
we are asking individuals and families to pick up a pre-printed plastic shoe 
box at our display table starting on Sunday Oct. 14th, take the box home, 
pray for the child and buy a “Wow” item for that child.  This item could 
be a stuffed animal, inflated soccer ball with pump, a doll, a clothing out-

fit or toy truck that will capture the child’s attention when they open the box.  Then fill the box up 
with smaller items.  (We will have gift suggestions according to the age and gender. ) Remember all 
items must be new and there are several items that cannot be sent, so please pick up the list of 
suggested gifts at the display table.   
 
This shoe box gift may be the first gift these children have ever received so please make this 
special for them and shop for them like you would shop for your children, a niece or nephew or 
someone close.  Most importantly pray for these children. 
 
We will not be collecting individual items at church this year, but hope you will take one (or more!) 
of the provided boxes home and have fun shopping for a special child.  Bring the packed box(es) 
back to Church by Sunday Nov.11th for dedication.   You can take the box to the store with you and 
see how much you can fit in.  Several times I have seen people in Walmart and different stores 
shopping with their boxes.   
 
Samaritan’s Purse puts in each box the story of Jesus in their own language and then each child is 
able to be a part of a 12 week discipleship class to further their new relationship with Jesus.  You 
can go online to www.samaritanspurse.org and get more information or donate to help with the costs 
of the discipleship class or fill your box online.     
 
Sunday Oct. 14th  -  Display will be set up in Church lobby with preprinted plastic shoe  
       boxes and information for you to take home. 
Sunday Nov. 11th -   Please bring all packed boxes back to Church by this day for  
             Dedication Service 
 
Thank you so much for all the help and donations in the past years, and I know this will be a 
great year, too! 
 
Joanna Nuoffer, Mission/Outreach Chair 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org


 

 
United Congregations Of Metro East 

          On August 12, 2018 United Congregations of Metro East (congregations from Alton, Glen-Ed, 
O’Fallon and East St. Louis), some fifty people, met outside the Environmental Protection Administration 
Public Hearing site at the SIUE East St Louis Higher Education Campus, 601 James R. Thompson 
Boulevard, East St. Louis IL, Building D Room 2002.  Wearing paper industrial respirator masks, they 
prayed for clean air to prevent lung disease, cancer and heart disease.  

After the prayer vigil, UCM members went inside to give testimony in the Public Hearing Forum as to why 
Veolia should be required to comply with the original EPA permit issued in in January 2017. The number 
of people attending was unexpected and the Public Hearing had to be relocated to a larger room. Those 
who lived in the Sauget-East St. Louis area testified to the health problems their families, friends and 
neighbors had suffered over the years. The people from O’Fallon IL highlighted that because of prevailing 
wind patterns arsenic, mercury and other heavy metal pollutants in the air were not just a local problem 

but a regional problem. Often those winds blow toward O’Fallon. We all 
breathe the same air. Madison and St Clair Counties have some of the 
most serious levels of air pollution in the United States. This is why 
many people in Madison County have to have our cars emission tested. 
Our region must be a great place to do business, but it must also be a 
great place to live. The wind goes where it wills and takes with it what 
we put in it, to other areas. When some of us suffer, we all suffer.  

United Congregations of Metro East is sponsoring a letter-signing cam-
paign as a part of the public hearing process. If you are interested it this 
issue and would like to learn more, please get an information sheet from 
me and I, Larry Evans, (evans.larry9@gmail.com, 618-447-1502) will 
have letters you can sign to be collected and delivered to the EPA. 

Serving Our Community:  Glen Ed Pantry 
 

Established in 1980, the Glen-Ed Pantry serves the communities and 
areas comprising the Edwardsville Community School District #7. 
Here’s what they need now: 
   
 cereal   •pork & beans •body lotion 

 potatoes (boxed) •ketchup  •liquid hand soap 

 Stove Top stuffing •toilet paper  •conditioner 

 peanut butter  •paper towels •adult diapers 

 jelly   •Kleenex 

 coffee   •body wash 

Loose Coins Offering 
 
A long-standing mission at New Bethel UMC, the Loose Coins Offering is collected each week, then dis-
tributed quarterly to selected charities.  You are invited to lighten your pockets and purses by putting 
those coins in the offering plate at any of our worship services.   
 
In 2018, we have helped the following neighborhood agencies: 
 
First Quarter- Granite City Community Breakfast,  $46.12 
Second Quarter- Habitat for Humanity, $78.24 
Third Quarter-  Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, East St. Louis,   
                         $80.84 
Fourth Quarter-  we will be helping the Glen Ed Pantry, who reaches those in    
                           need in the Edwardsville District 7 school area 

mailto:evans.larry9@gmail.com


Middle School and Senior High Youth Group 

We will have our regular Wednesday meetings on October 3, 17, and 24, from 5pm to 6:30pm.  Dinner, 
fellowship, and Bible study.  Don't forget to let Judy know by Monday if you do or do not want to be 
included in the dinner count. 

October 10 is the EHS Homecoming parade.  We will meet at Jerry’s Tires to 
support our friends who are marching.   

Trunk or Treat is Sunday, October 28.  Everyone is needed to make this a great 
event for our neighbors and community.  Sign up to help with games, decorate your 
family’s car trunk, assist with serving food - there is a job for each of us! 

October 31 is the Edwardsville Halloween parade.  We will again meet at Jerry’s 
Tires to watch the parade.  You may bring a light snack to share, but be sure to eat 
dinner before coming.  Then you can munch on the candy... 

Children’s Ministries 
In the elementary class, we're studying David this month!  Starting with him facing Goliath, then 
learning about his friendships with Jonathan and Abigail and a time when he danced! 
 
Our Bible verse this month, “The Lord sees into the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7), reminds us that God 
knows what is inside our hearts! 
 
Thank you to everyone for showing your big hearts last month by contributing to our canned food 
drive! 
 
Special dates: 
Oct. 14--Celebrating Grace's and Mason's birthdays 
Oct. 28--Trunk or Treat! 
 
--Mrs. Jenny, Mrs. Nancy, and Mr. Andrew   

 

NEW!  Middle School Sunday School Class 
 Calling all students in grades 6-8th, we would love for you to join this class during the Hour Be-
tween our Morning Worship services.  A young man is bitten by a spider….and develops superpowers.  
An alien child is sent to earth by his parents in an attempt to save his life from their own dying 
planet. 
     We are all familiar with origin stories.  They flood our movie screens every summer.  Sometimes 
these stories seem repetitive but they are important!  Origin stories tell us where people came 
from, what shaped their personalities, and what motivates them. 
     Although we may be more familiar with the imaginative origin stories of superheroes, we have 
origin stories, too - and ours are TRUE!  Think about the stories your parents or grandparents tell 
about your ancestors, of how they met and fell in love, or about your younger years.  Those are all 
origin stories, telling you a little about where you came from and the forces working to shape your 
world. 
     Well the Bible is filled with origin stories, too, and this month, Shelly and Russ Gilliland will be  
leading you in exploring God’s Creation of the World and formation of God’s people.  How did it all 
begin?  What does the story say about who we are?  What does it tell us about where we are going?  
Join us and see…. 



 

 

RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
 

SUNDAYS:      

Worship.  8:15 & 10:45 AM          

Nursery. 8:00 AM-Noon    

Sunday School and Small Groups.  9:30 - 10:30 AM  

 

WEEKLY: 

Tuesday Daytime 

 Quilters.  9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun 

with Youth Director Judy Lee.  See details inside news-

letter. 

 Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Groups meet at 

6:30 pm for about an hour. 

 Chancel Choir:  Practices at 7:30 pm. 

Thursday Daytime 

 Agape Fellowship Group:  9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir.    Rehearsals are on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6 pm.   

  

MONTHLY: 

 United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

 United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM.   

The Hour Between… something for everyone! 
SUNDAYS 9:30 - 10:30 AM: 

 

Women of Faith:  The Remarkable Women of the 
Bible, begins 9/16 in Room 202 

Seekers Group: All In, by Mark Battison,  

 Room 102 

Son Catchers: led by Norma Abram, Room 204  

Embracing Grace: led by Sherri Luttrell,  

Room 203  

 

Elementary Class (K-5th grade) - Room 101 

Middle School Class - Room FH-1 

High School Class - Room 103/104 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

1-  Ron Foster 

2-  Rachel Bell, Mike Beyer 

3-  Linda Hellenga 

4-  Sharyl Humerickhouse 

9-  Lindsey Hohlt 

11- Almeda Lahr-Well 

12- Mason Morfey, Grace Oertle 

13- David Bell 

19- Landin Azotea 

20- Betsy Dodds, Addison Hohlt 

27- Dan Black, Steve Oertle 

30- Kathy Sedlacek, Charles Witzke, JR 

31- Denise Wilson 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  

2-  Mark & Kathy Sedlacek, Alan & Pat Voigt 

19- Ralph & Almeda Lahr-well 

22- James & Vickie Harris 

26- Fred & Judy Schafer  50 years!! 

November Birthdays (first week of…) 

1-  Taylor Frick 

3-  Robert Kelsey, John Kutz 

5-  Mikayla Hoult, Linda Lawhead, Jo Meikamp 

8-  Nancy Slater 

 

November Anniversaries (first week of…) 

11- Dave & Betsy Dodds 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
The New Bethel United Methodist Women 

invite the women of New Bethel  
to a Holiday Luncheon on  

Saturday, December 8th, at noon. 
 

Please mark your calendar! 
More information closer to time! 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
AA– 7am 
 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry - 6:30pm 

 

4 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
 
Bell Choir- 6pm 
 

 

5 6 
 

7 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

8 
CHARGE 

CONFERENCE 
6 PM 

At Nameoki 
UMC in Granite 

City 

9 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
Finance 
Committee- 
6:30pm 

10 
AA– 7am 

Youth- meet for 
Homecoming 

Parade 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Bible 
Study - 6:30pm 
Choir-  7:30p 

11 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 

 

12 
 

13 
UMM- 8am 
UMW- 9:30am 

14 
 

Great Rivers 
Choral Society 
Concert  3pm 

 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 

15 
 

16 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
Admin. Board 
meeting- 6:30pm 

 

17 
AA– 7am 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Bible 
Study - 6:30pm 
Choir-  7:30p 

18 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
Bell Choir- 6pm 

19 
 
 

20 
 

 

21 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 
 
 
 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
Quilters– 9:15a 

24 
Aa- 7am 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Bible 
Study - 6:30pm 
Choir-  7:30p 

25 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
Trustee’s meeting
- 6:30pm 

26 27 
Middle School- 

Ignition 
Conference 

 

28 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 
 

 

4-6pm 

7 pm - Pastor Penny 
and Mike Rogier 
lead worship at Eden 
Village 

29 
 
 
 
 

30 
Quilters– 9:15a 

 
Trick or Treat in 

Glen Carbon 
and 

Edwardsville 

31 
Aa- 7am 

Halloween 
Parade 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Bible 
Study - 6:30pm 
Choir-  7:30p 

   

October 2018 

OffIce Hours this week: Monday - Friday 9 am til 12 noon 


