
Sunday Sidebar- September 8, 2019 

 
Do Two Wrongs Make a Right? 

     When someone wrongs us, it’s natural for us to want to get back at them.  They said 
or did something that really hurt us, and so we look for an opportunity to hurt them.  
Such insult, injury, and revenge can become a vicious cycle with both sides keeping 
track as the list of grievances grows longer.   

     Saul was chasing David all over the kingdom, trying to find him so he could kill him.  
Only Saul was mistaken that David was his enemy.  He’d been listening to voices that 
were giving him wrong information, telling Saul that David was out to get him or going to 
usurp the throne or betray him.   He was operating on bad intel.   

     One day David and his men are hiding in the innermost region of a cave, when Saul 
comes in to answer the call of nature (1 Samuel, chapter 24).  So David’s enemy is right 
before him and David’s men encourage him to kill Saul now.  Only David won’t do it.  
Even though Saul is wrong about David and persecuting him for no reason and would 
certainly kill David in a heartbeat, David knows that it would be wrong for him to harm 
Saul, because he is the Lord’s anointed.  He’s the king.  And David respects the office, 
even if the man is not behaving in a respectable manner.   

     Had Saul been in the wrong?  Yes.  Was it David’s job to fix that?  No.  It was God’s 
job.  Vengeance is mine.  I will repay says the Lord in Deuteronomy 32.35.  David 
understood this and did not harm Saul, even though he had multiple opportunities to do 
so.   

     What faith it takes to trust that God is working on our behalf, even when others are 
persecuting us.  And what discipline it takes to resist the temptations to get even with 
those who hurt us.  But we fare much better when we walk with Christ and follow his 
teachings and leave revenge to the LORD himself.   

     In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said to his listeners:  You have heard that it 
was said, “love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”  But I say to you:  Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 
Father in Heaven (Matthew 5.43-45a).   

     As children of God, we are called to a higher standard of behavior than the world 
typically exhibits.  One standard of that behavior is to leave revenge to God.  And 
another standard of that higher behavior, is the ability to forgive others.   

It isn’t easy.  But it is important, it is obedient to Christ, and the act of forgiving another, 
actually frees the person who was holding the grudge in the first place.  And our ability 
to forgive comes out of our relationship with Christ and our understanding of how much 
Christ has forgiven us.  “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who have 
trespassed against us…”  And so forth! 

     There’s a great song by Matthew West called Forgiveness.  You should take a 
listen .  Powerful stuff. 

 



     So the next time you find yourself resentful of the way someone has treated you and 
feeling a need for revenge, try praying to God, and asking Jesus to free you from the 
bondage of a desire to retaliate.  We do not need to carry such weights around with us.  
They are heavy, cumbersome, and really, quite poisonous to our well-being.  
Remember that God loves you, God is for you, and God will help, whatever the issue of 
the day.  Live free from worry, free from sin, and obedient to Christ.  And remember:    

Two wrongs DO NOT make a right. 


