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What is evangelism? 

 There seem to be as many definitions of the term “evangelism” as there are people doing the defining.  For 

some, it means proclaiming the gospel to those who have not heard it.  To others, it means making disciples of 

Jesus Christ.  To others it means working for the transformation of the world into the kingdom of God.  For still 

others, it has principally to do with building vibrant, healthy congregations.  Underlying this confusion is a 

fundamental inability to locate the practice of evangelism within one’s overall theological convictions.  We will 

never understand the part  that proclamation, disciple-making, kingdom-building, and church growth play in 

evangelism until we first ask a more important question:  What does evangelism have to do with who God is?  

What do we know about God that makes evangelism a central part of what it means to be Christian?    In  the 

book, The Evangelistic Love of God & Neighbor, by Scott J. Jones, the author proposes to ground the practice 

of evangelism in an understanding of God’s love for the world, specifically as seen in the incarnation of God in 

Christ.  Because in Jesus, God took on all of what it means to be human, evangelism must be a ministry to the 

whole person.  The typical distinctions between soul-winning, social action, and church growth evaporate; 

individual conversion and acts of mercy are part of the same ministry of bringing persons more fully into the 

reign of a loving God.  The Jones book begins where a faithful 

ministry of evangelism needs to begin:  in our response to the love 

of God in Christ, and in God’s love for all neighbors and our love 

for all neighbors. 

- George G. Hunter III, Distinguished Professor of Church Growth 

and Evangelism, School of World Mission and Evangelism, 

Asbury Theological Seminar 

 

So how do we evangelize? 

Simply put, by loving God with all that we are and loving our neighbors as ourselves.  We evangelize or 

minister to others by helping them meet and learn to follow Jesus Christ.  Before they are interested in 

following Jesus, they may need to have their physical needs met.  Maybe they are hungry and we will need to 

feed them before we tell them about Jesus.  Or perhaps they need help paying a power bill.  Or they need help 

with a home repair.  Or they need help buying their medicine.  We may have to meet those physical needs in the 

name of Jesus Christ, and then look for the opportunity to share with them about Jesus.  What if we meet the 

physical need, and then the person is off and running and we never see them again?  Have we been neglectful in 

our duty?  No.  Have they taken advantage of us in some way, just getting what they need and taking off?  No.  

If we connected our good deed to the name of Jesus Christ, then we still planted a seed.  As Christians, we 

scatter a lot of seed about.  Some of it falls onto good soil that is ready to hear and respond to Jesus Christ.  

Some of our seeds fall into rocky soil or less than prime, soil.  That’s still o.k.  We are doing what Jesus called 

us to do:  loving God and loving our neighbors.  Besides, soil can be amended over time.  Soil improves.  

Eventually the seed will take root, grow, and produce.  That is how God works in the world and in the hearts 

and minds and lives of the people that He cherishes.  All people.  And God is patient.  We need not fret about 

seeing immediate results from all our ministries.  Rather, we trust in the providence and grace of God to be at 

work in and through our efforts.  So keep doing good deeds.  Going on mission trips.  Getting to know and love 

your neighbors.  And enjoy the life you’ve been given.  God is so good to us…  Be a joyful follower of Jesus!   

- Pastor Penny 


