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...Created to do good works 

     There is a wonderful paragraph in the 2nd chapter of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians that talks about 

our being created by God to do good things - not so we can brag and earn salvation, but just so we can 

serve God well. Ephesians 2.8-10 says:    

     8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from 
God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about 
it. 10For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things 
he planned for us long ago. 

     God has created and gifted each of us in special ways - each of us is a marvelous masterpiece!  We 
must discover and hone our particular skills, talents, and gifts so that we can be as effective as possible 
in doing the good things that God created us to do.  And we do it to honor God, because we love God 
and we are thankful.    

     There’s a wonderful song by Stephen Curtis Chapman called, 
Fingerprints of God, and in it he sings of this same idea.  That we 
are, each of us, a unique and beautiful masterpiece,  created by 
God to do good things.  You might want to youtube it or Spotify it 
find it on itumes and have a listen... 

           As we prepare for 2019, what good things are you interested in doing?  As we consider our 
membership vow to support the Church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness….how will 
you serve ?  Give it some prayerful consideration, fill in your In His Steps Commitment form, and bring it 
back to worship next week, Nov. 4th, as part of your offering to God...   

What is Halloween, anyway? 

     Aside from a fun evening of dressing up in costumes and taking your kids around to knock on 

neighbor’s doors and holler, “Trick or Treat” and receive candy, how did this holiday originate? 

     We can probably trace the roots of Halloween back to the ancient Celts in Ireland, circa AD 270, who 

practiced a special costume party the night before their annual feast of  “Samhain.”  The purpose of the 

feast was two-fold:  to commemorate their deceased relatives and also a thanksgiving  marking the end 

of the summer of light and preparation for the darkness of a long winter.        

     Superstition held that the “eve” before the feast was a time to ward off evil spirits and such, who 

might be interested in attacking them on their feast day.  So folks dressed up in costumes, thinking to 

confuse the evil spirits into believing there were no humans around to bother.    

     When Christian missionaries came to England and Ireland (St. Patrick helped  convert Ireland in the 

AD 400’s),  the people heard the Gospel of Christ and wanted to leave behind their pagan gods and 

rituals.  In time, they adapted and combined their tradition of the feast of Samhain with All Hallow’s Eve, 

and All Saints Day.   



     So the term “Halloween” comes from   “All Hallow’s Eve” or “All Hallow’s Even” a reference to the day 

before All Saints’ Day.  The name changed over time and became “Hallowe’en.”  And eventually, we 

dropped the apostrophe  to get “Halloween.”    

     So go ahead and don a costume, take your kids out for 

candy, and know that Jesus Christ, our creator and Savior, 

has defeated Satan, Death, and evil at the cross, and through 

Christ and our relationship with him, we are protected!        

              


