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Class forming!  Details inside 

Soup and Bread coming in March!! 

Beginning January 13, 2019: 

The Science and Religion Series 
How do science and religion fit together? 

Are evolution and creation faith mutually exclusive? 

What about the dinosaurs? 

Did it all start with a big bang? 

Medicine or faith?  Which heals better? 

 
Human beings have always been curious about the world in which we live;  we've always struggled for 
understanding of this world, the way things are, and our place in it…..  We are - every one of us - think-
ers and explorers, scientists and humanitarians, and as we each, in our own way, strive for a deeper un-
derstanding of things, it tends to lead to a deeper appreciation.   
 

Jan. 13 - Galileo and the Bible 
Jan. 20 -  God and the Big Bang 

Jan. 27 - The Origin of Our Species 
Feb. 3 - Medical Science and the  Power of Faith 

Feb. 10 - Our Brave New World 

http://www.newbethelumc.org


 

 

PASTOR’S PEN 

   In the second chapter of John, Mary and Jesus and his disciples have been invited to a 
wedding in Cana.  Maybe it was a friend that Jesus went to school with or maybe just a 
friend of the family.  But it’s good to know that Jesus had folks who enjoyed his company, 
even before he began his preaching and teaching career.  As for party planning, it’s always 
hard to guess how many people will stay for a dinner or reception, and just how much food 
and drink will be needed.  [Some of our folks in the church are busy this week, planning for a 
lovely dinner after Mike Beyer’s Celebration of Life, this Saturday afternoon.]  And no host 
– in Jesus’ time or ours - likes to run out of food and drink!  

 Whether they underestimated the size of the group or people just overindulged, the 
host ran out of wine at the wedding reception.  It was probably a close friend of the family 
or maybe even a relative, because Mary seems curiously invested in the social faux pas of 
the day.   Knowing who Jesus is and what he’s capable of, Mary hurriedly finds her son and 
alerts him to the wine shortage.  I imagine Jesus giving a little chuckle as he says,  
4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.”  Then 
Mary, perhaps reading Jesus’ tone and knowing he will help, turns to the servants and says, 
“Do whatever he tells you.” 

     So Jesus tells the servants to fill six nearby jars with water.  After they have 180 
gallons of water sitting there, Jesus casually tells them to draw some out and take it to the 
master of the banquet.  I’m sure the servant thought Jesus a bit daft, but the servant 
obeys.  When the master samples the cup, he tastes not dirty water, but delicious wine!  He 
calls the bridegroom over and compliments him, everybody grabs a fresh cup of wine, Jesus 
probably winks at the servants and everybody is happy, as one should be at a wedding! 

 What are the lessons for us here?  That Jesus is awesome?  Of course.  That Jesus 
can do miracles?  Certainly.  That Jesus loves us and cares about us and is here to help?  
Yes, yes, yes.  But there is one more, commonly overlooked lesson in these verses:  
Obedience to Jesus.    

       I love Mary’s words to the servants so much, that I’m going to make a sign, hang it in 
my office, and use it as my theme verse for 2019:  Do whatever he tells you.  Isn’t that 
awesome?  Do whatever Jesus tells you.  What a great pearl of wisdom!  Thank you, Mother 
Mary.  If we would truly be Jesus’ disciples, then it’s not enough just to read about him and 
know who he is.  We have to listen to Jesus and obey what he tells us.  Indeed, our 
relationship with Jesus, rises and falls with obedience.  When we are obeying, we feel really 
happy and secure in our relationship with Jesus.  We are walking close to him.  When we 
disobey or ignore him, we feel the distance and the guilt… 

    What do you say, friends?  Are we serious about following Jesus?   

If so, let’s resolve in the New Year, to do whatever he tells us! 

    

See you Sunday,  

     

Pastor Penny 



UMM AND UMW MEETINGS 
The United Methodist Women are not meeting in January and February.  Next meeting in March 2019. 
The United Methodist Men will meet at New Bethel UMC on Saturday, Jan. 12, at 9:30 am. 

THANK YOU NOTES 

 I would like to thank everyone for the gracious kindness shown to our family.  It’s overwhelming grati-
tude that I feel.  I’m so happy.  God bless you all.   Charmaine Thorpe and family 

 What a generous and loving church is New Bethel UMC!!  My family and I would like to thank you for 
all the beautiful Christmas cards, wonderful gifts, tasty treats, useful gift cards, and of course, our 
Christmas bonus!  And thank you for your prayers for us while we vacationed in the Smoky Mountains 
in Townsend, TN.  What a lovely Christmas and New Year’s we have had and I hope you all know 
how much we love and appreciate our church family!   Pastor Penny, Howard, David and Rachel  

 Dear Congregation and SPRC,  thank you so much for the Christmas gift.  Your thoughtfulness and 
generosity are overwhelming, and much appreciated.  It is a privilege and a blessing to serve the 
youth of this church, and I thank you once again for the opportunity.  I still say I have the very best job!  
Blessings, Judy Lee (Thanks, too, for the special surprises tucked inside my Christmas stocking!)         

 Thank you to our own New Bethel Children for sharing the joy of Christmas through their play, pre-
sented in the 2nd service on December 23.  It was adorable.  And we certainly appreciate all the hard 
work and devotion Jenny Mulvihill puts into these projects! 

 Thank you to my NB family for the Christmas gift from the congregation, and for the goodies in my 
stocking.  I am grateful that I can enjoy a job that is so fulfilling, allowing me to get to know each of you 
better while trying to return a small portion of the blessings I have received over the years.  With love, 
Linda Lawhead 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Finance committee,  January 8, 6:30pm 

Administrative Council,  January 15, 6:30pm 

The Finance Committee would like to thank the congregation for your support throughout 
2018.  The past year was especially memorable from a financial standpoint because not only did 
we finish well in the black, but we also completely paid off our church mortgage due to your gen-
erosity!  Once we get the final "PAID" paperwork from the bank, we will  have a mortgage burning 
celebration and you will all be invited.   
 Thank you for being such wonderful stewards, and may God continue to bless each one of 
us and our church with good health, happiness,  and prosperity in 2019! 

Financial Peace University 
Would you be interested in a 9-week class on managing your finances, 
growing wealth, and eliminating debt?  The Bible teaches us to be good 
stewards of all that God entrusts to us, and using Christian principles, 
Dave Ramsey has developed a class for local churches.  Rob Clark, a 
financial advisor with Financial Legacy Associates out of St. Louis, will 
be leading the class.  Rob will walk us through the videos, and the 
book, and share step-by-step information on how to make a budget, pay off debt, create an emer-
gency fund, spend wisely, and save for the future.  Obviously, this is great information for all ages 
and stages of life!  Join Pastor Penny and Rob Clark for this interesting and educational experience.  
Cost of the class is $99 per household (so bring a teenager or two)!  Classes will begin in February 
so sign up today by calling the church office (618-288-5700). 



 

 

ANY STUDENTS INTERESTED IN CONFIRMATION? 

     Although confirmation is not an official sacrament in The United Methodist Church (we have only 
2 sacraments – Baptism and Communion), it is an important marker along a young person’s spiritual 
journey.  At baptism, we are initiated into the new covenant in Jesus Christ and into God’s family in 
a special way, as we are marked with the Holy Spirit.  For many, this happens at a very young age.  
We recognize children as members of their human families, but no one expects them to clean their 
rooms or take out the trash until much later.  So it is with baptized infants in the church – members 
of God’s family of faith – but not yet capable of sharing everything involved in membership.  Confir-
mation is a later opportunity to respond to the grace of God in a more mature way.  During confir-
mation a student’s understanding of God’s love and grace, the destructive power of sin, the atoning 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit is explored and hopefully, 
the student grows in faith.  The goal is to help students grow into their relationship with Christ and 
understand and respond to the call of Christ to live in God’s world as a person of faith and a follow-
er of Jesus.  At the completion of the classes, students are invited to consider whether or not they 
are ready to claim the name of “Christian” for themselves, repent of their sin, profess openly their 
faith in Christ, and join the Church.  It is a rich and informative part of the journey of faith. 

 We will be offering Confirmation classes this spring.  If you would like more information or if 
your child is interested in Confirmation, please speak with Pastor Penny by January 31st, so we can 
schedule the classes.  

Education Superintendent Needed 

New Bethel UMC is looking for a member of our faith community who would be able to work 1-3 hours a 

week fulfilling the important duties of this position.   This is a volunteer position in the church, easily filled 

by someone who appreciates the importance of having a strong education and discipleship program that 

offers Bible-based teaching to all age groups, preschool – Adult.  The Education Superintendent helps 

to insure that our Sunday morning classes run smoothly and all classes are well-

staffed, and teachers have the curriculum and resources they need to help students 

grow in faith.  The Education Superintendent would collect the offerings and count at-

tendance in each class, weekly.  He/she would work with the Pastor and teachers to 

approve curriculum; work with the Church Secretary to order books and supplies for 

each class; and meet with the Pastor and teachers from time to time, to set goals for 

our Hour Between growth, evaluate effectiveness, and brainstorm creative ways to 

reach our goals.  Please prayerfully consider serving in this capacity, and if interested, 

speak with Pastor Penny soon!   

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
Wednesdays, 5p-6:30- Dinner and meeting at New Bethel UMC                                 

Other events:                       

Wednesday, January 16 at 6pm-  Mission Trip planning meeting for Teens/College students, 
Parents and Interested Adults.  $50 deposit is due at this meeting for those signing up to go on our 
trip to Nashville TN. 
Saturday, January 26- Winter Jam concert at the Enterprise Center.  RSVP to  
judylee79@gmail.com.  Drivers needed. 

A SEASON OF GIVING 
This year, New Bethel UMC was able to help 3 families celebrate Christmas 
through our Angel Tree project, and by our NB Youth group.  8 children and 5 
adults were touched by the generosity of our congregation.  Thank you for sharing 
the joy and blessing of the Christ child! 

mailto:judylee79@gmail.com


 

 

RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
 

SUNDAYS:      

Worship:  8:15 & 10:45 AM          

Nursery: 8:00 AM - Noon    

Hour Between Classes for all ages:  9:30 - 10:30 AM  

 

WEEKLY: 

Tuesday Daytime 

 Quilters.  9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  5p-6:30p  Lively learn-

ing and fun with Youth Director Judy Lee.  See details 

inside newsletter. 

 Pastor’s Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Both 

groups meet at 6:30 pm for about an hour.   

 Chancel Choir:  (Resumes in Feb) 

Thursday Daytime 

 Agape Fellowship Group:  9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir.    (Resumes in Feb) 

  

MONTHLY: 

 United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturday, 9:30 AM 

 United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturday, 9:30 AM 

The Hour Between… something for everyone! 
SUNDAYS 9:30 - 10:30 AM: 

 

Women of Faith:  The Remarkable Women  

of the Bible, Room 202 

Seekers Group: Tribe, by Sebastian Junger 
(starts January 20) 

 Room 102 

Son Catchers: led by Norma Abram, Room 204  

Embracing Grace: led by Sherri Luttrell,  

Room 203  

 

Elementary Class (K-5th grade) - Room 101 

Middle School Class - Room FH-1 

High School Class - Room 103/104 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
January Birthdays  
1- Jim Talley 
2- JoAnn Delaney 
3- Brianna Chamberlain 
4- Rita Makler 
7- Lydia Foster 
9- Todd Slater 
11- Norma Abrams 
12- Nancy Gaines 
13- David Bryant 
18- Paul Dodds 
24- Grace Bogowith 
25- Dennis Schneider, Noah Whitehead 
31- Jacob Mulvihill 
 
January Anniversaries 
9- Kim and Linda Hellenga 
15- Mark and Buffy Morfey 
20- Brad and Vickie Biggs 
22- Tim and Joanna Nuoffer 
26- Charles and Kathy Witzke 
 

February Birthdays (first week of…) 
2- Howard Bell, Betty Wever 
5- Matthew Nuoffer 
8- John Mulvihill 
 
February Anniversaries (first week of…) 
5- George and Cindy Glenn 

 

“When one door of happiness closes, 
another opens; but often we look so 
long at the closed door that we do 
not see the one which has been 
opened for us.”                 

 
    -Helen Keller 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
 
 
NBYouth  5pm 

3 
Agape Fellowship- 
930am 

4 5 
Habitat for 
Humanity build - 
8am-Noon 

 

6 

 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 

7 
 

8 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
Finance Comm. 
meeting- 6:30p 

9 
AA– 7am 
 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawls, 
Bible Study- 6:30p 

10 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 

 
 

11 

 
 
 

 

12 
 
Mike Beyer 

Celebration of Life 
1-4 

Memorial Service 
5pm 

Dinner afterwards 

13 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

14 
 

15 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
Admin. Council 
meeting- 6:30p 

16 
AA– 7am 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Mission Trip 
meeting 6 pm 
Prayer Shawls, 
Bible Study- 6:30p 
 

17 
Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 

 
 
 

18 

 
 

19 
Habitat for 
Humanity  
8am-Noon 

 

20 

 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 
 
 
 

 

21 

 
 
 
 
 

22 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
 

23 
Aa- 7am 
 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawls, 
Bible Study- 6:30p 

24 
Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 
 
 
 

25 
 

26 
Habitat for 
Humanity  
8am-Noon 

27 
 
Disciple 1  4-6pm 
 

Worship at Eden 
Village- 7pm  

28 

 
 
 
 
 

29 
Quilters– 9:15a 

 
 

30 
Aa- 7am 

 

 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawls, 
Bible Study- 6:30p 

31 
Agape Fellowship- 
9:30a 

  

January 2019 

Habitat- 8am-Noon 
UMM- 9.30am 


