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                  A Publication of  

New Bethel UMC 

September 2018 Glen Carbon’s United Methodist Congregation 

New Bethel United Methodist Church, 131 N. Main ST, Glen Carbon IL 62034 
www.newbethelumc.org    618-288-5700 

Sunday Services at 8:15am (Traditional) and 10:45am (Contemporary) 
Office Hours: Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday 1pm-4pm, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 9am-4pm 

September Sermon Series:   

September 2-30, 2018 
 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  
 

September 2 – The Great Commandments 
September 9 – Our Houston Neighbors 

September 16 – Won’t You Be My Neighbor 
September 23 – Friendship Evangelism 

September 30 – Pack a Pew Sunday (be sure to invite  
your neighbors to church) 

 
Worship with us weekly at 8:15 and/or 10:45 am... 

...then come back for more fellowship, Bible study, and fun! 

Disciple 1 Bible Study  -  Quilters  -  Middle and High School Youth activities  

Prayer Shawl Ministry  -  Pastor’s Bible Study  -  Adult Choir  -  Hand Bell Choir 

Agape Fellowship  -  United Methodist Men and Women 

 
Check the calendar for meeting dates and times 

 
New Bethel’s Annual 

Bike Ride/Walk and Picnic 
Saturday, September 15th 

 

Meet at Miner Park at 9 a.m. with your bikes or walking shoes ready!  Enjoy the Nickel 
Plate Bike Trail, then return to Miner Park for a picnic at 11:30 a.m.  Hamburgers, hot 
dogs, condiments and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a dish or dessert to share! 

http://www.newbethelumc.org


 

 

PASTOR’S PEN 

   Worship was wonderful this morning.  I especially appreciated all the folks laying hands on 
our mission team and Larry Evans leading us in prayer for a good, safe, and meaningful 
experience.  Our 7 person mission team is excited to be headed to Houston this week.  
Leaving on Monday, Sept. 3 at 6 am, we will drive roughly 12 hours to Houston, TX and spend 
the week at a local United Methodist Church (this is part of the blessing of our connection 
as United Methodists).  We will sleep on cots in the church and work Tuesday – Thursday on 
local homes needing repairs (because of damage from last year’s Hurricane Harvey).  Some 
team members are taking time off work to attend.  Others are retired and generously 
volunteering their time, energy, and expertise.  All of us plan to visit with these families and 
work hard to help them in their recovery efforts.  It really is a joy to be able to help people 
in the name of Jesus.  But those doing the helping, usually end up being blessed by the host 
families, too.  They chat with us, feed us, and genuinely appreciate the help.  Sometimes we 
even pray together.  It’s good all the way around.   

     Of course, the team is curious about exactly what kind of work we will be doing.  If we 
know specifics, then we can know exactly which tools to bring.  But in mission work, specifics 
are usually hard to come by.  It’s more an exercise in walking in faith.  We are given a 
general idea of the tasks ahead, we pray about it and make an educated guess on the tools, 
and then we pack and head out.  Rarely is a team perfectly equipped for the tasks that 
arise.  But even that is o.k.  Because we are putting ourselves at God’s disposal.  Completely.  
And we know from our reading of Scripture and our own faith experiences, that God 
provides.   The most important parts of our task are to show up; reflect the light of Christ; 
and be nice.   And this particular team can do that in spades! 

     So say a little prayer for David  Bryant, Ken Gaines, Bev Jones, Donna and John Kutz, 
Dennis Wilson and me…We really are excited, and humbled, and blessed to be heading to 
Houston.  What adventures await!  On Saturday, we will spend the day driving back and on 
Sunday, we will share some of our experiences with you. So please keep us in your prayers as 
we seek to be a blessing to the families we will meet and help.  Together, we can make a 
difference.   

What a privilege.  Thank you, Jesus! 

 

In Grace, 

Pastor Penny Barber 

  

Recognition of Servant Leaders 

The Nancy Compton Servant Leadership Award will be bestowed upon a member of New 
Bethel UMC who exemplifies selfless servant leadership in the life of our church.  Please 
take time to write a couple  of paragraphs nominating someone in our church for this won-
derful distinction.  Letters of nomination should be received by Sunday, September 
30

th
 (for example).  You can either leave your nomination on Linda’s desk, or email the 

SPRC chairperson, Nancy Gaines, at nrgaines52@gmail.com.  The recipient will be se-
lected by SPRC, and then recognized at our Sunday morning worship services on the 
14th of October.  
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Looking ahead… 
Charge Conference 10/8 
Operation Christmas Child kickoff 10/14 
Middle School Ignition Conference 10/27 
Trunk or Treat 10/28 

Thank you notes 
Thank you all for your prayers, love and support during the passing of my mother. My family and I really 
appreciate your cards, visits, memorials and care. Blessings, Nancy Gaines and family.  

From the Mississippi River District of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference- a thank you for paying 
100% of our apportionments for 2017.  “Your action… is a powerful witness of the vision we share for be-
ing the church of Jesus Christ together.” 

From Boy Scout Troop 1034 - Thank you for letting [us] use your Sanctuary for our Troop meeting.  You 
are contributing to the growth of future citizens.  Yours in Scouting, Erick Voss, Scoutmaster 

From Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House- “...thank you for your generous support...Your gift 
makes it possible for us to continue to serve the children and families in our community...We are excited 
about one of the participants in our EPIC jobs program.  Stephen was involved in an accident that re-
quired knee surgery.  He was out of work for eight months.  He finally found a part-time job, but it was for 
only 20 hours a week and he couldn’t meet his expenses.  Stephen found out about the EPIC program at 
Lessie Bates and began working for the Food Pantry at Lessie Bates and then transitioned into the Amer-
iCorps program.  While working, Stephen went to school to obtain his Welding Certificate.  He plans to 
continue working towards his Associate’s degree.  This is just one example of how your donation can 
make a difference in the life of someone we serve. 

From BISHOP BEARD’S PEN: 

AN IGRC CHALLENGE FROM THE BISHOP 

John Wesley is often quoted as saying, “Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you 
can. In all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.” 
 
That my friends, is the “spirit of Methodism!” United Methodist are gracious, caring and giving people. We 
support a variety of ministries that touch lives and offer support and help to an assortment of needs. Our 
commitment to generosity is one of the strengths of our denomination.   

Allow me to issue a challenge to each of the IGRC churches. I invite you to host a special Sunday between 
now and the end of the year dedicated to helping community ministries. You pick the Sunday, you choose the 
project, you collect and distribute what is gathered.   

Some of you will want to collect can goods to help stock a food pantry, some will want to collect blankets to 
be used by first responders, some will choose to collect back packs, and others will want to gather items that 
can be used to comfort someone that is grieving or sick. Of course, you can always bring items and funds for 
the OCOK campaign. The list of possibilities is endless. 

My suggestion is to advertise what you are doing, set a realistic goal, invite folks to bring their items to wor-
ship, bless and consecrate the items on the altar, and then distribute them to the places that have been select-
ed.   

I look forward to hearing that your church took the challenge. If you need ideas just call the Midwest Distri-
bution Center. There are many ways to let folks know that we care.  

 

Generosity is contagious, let’s start an epidemic! 

Bishop Beard 



 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, September 11, at 6:30 pm. 

Administrative Council will met Tuesday, September 18, at 6:30 pm. 

UMM AND UMW MEETINGS 
The United Methodist Men will meet  Saturday, September 8th, at 8am for breakfast and program. 

The United Methodist Women will meet Saturday, September 8th, at 9:30 am. 

CHOIR AND HANDBELLS  
Let’s make some beautiful music!  The Choir resumes its Wednesday evening rehearsals on September 
12th at 7:30 pm.  The Hand Bell Choir will resume practice on Thursday, September 20th at 6:00 pm.  If 
you are interested in joining either group, please contact David Bryant (davidbryant30@gmail.com) 

WELCOME, NATALIE! 
We welcome Natalie Goeckner, our new Nursery Attendant starting in September.  She is a senior at 
SIUE majoring in Pre-Med and Bio-Chemistry, looking ahead to the possibility of dental school.   

DISCIPLE 1 Begins on Sunday, September 9th, from 4-6 p.m.  There is 
still room in the class so if you’re thinking about taking this wonderful 
class, drop by the church office this week and pick up a Disciple book.  
Then be ready to study with Pastor Penny on Sunday! 

You are invited to a showing of War Room 
Thursday, September 13 at 9:30 am  
in the New Bethel UMC Sanctuary 

 

“Tony and Elizabeth Jordan have it all—great jobs, a beautiful daughter, and 
their dream house. But appearances can be deceiving. Their world is actually 
crumbling under the strain of a failing marriage. While Tony basks in his profes-
sional success and flirts with temptation, Elizabeth resigns herself to increasing 

bitterness. But their lives take an unexpected turn when Elizabeth meets her newest client, Miss Clara, and is chal-
lenged to establish a 'war room' and a battle plan of prayer for her family. As Elizabeth tries to fight for her family, 
Tony’s hidden struggles come to light. Tony must decide if he will make amends with his family and prove Miss 
Clara’s wisdom that victories don’t come by accident.”  
 

Sponsored by the Agape Fellowship.   
Popcorn will be provided.  Closeable beverages (i.e. water bottles) are OK to bring. 

Introduction the Walking Meditation 
The Seekers class is offering an Introduction to Walking Meditation, beginning September 2nd, in Room 
101.  This is an off-shoot of their study of prayer, contemplation and meditation.  Lucile Aerne and Larry 
Evans will lead the group on Sunday mornings, 9:30 to 10:30, with subsequent meetings being off-
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God's Favorite by Neil Simon 
This play is based on the life of Job. Joe Benjamin (Howard Bell), a wealthy and 
devout man, discovers he's "God's Favorite" when a mysterious visitor breaks 
into his house to tell him of a bet made between God and the Devil. From there, 
things just seem to get worse! 
 
It is a comic and serious story of faith in the face of adversity and calamity.  
 
The show is being produced by Curtains Up Theater Company and Alton Little 
Theater. Alton Little Theater is located at: 2450 N, Henry St, Alton, IL. It is runs 
Friday, September 14, Saturday, September 15, Sunday September 16, Friday, 
September 21, Saturday, September 22, and Sunday, September 23. Friday and 
Saturday shows are at 7:30 p.m. Sundays are a matinee at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 

To purchase tickets go to:  https://tix5.centerstageticketing.com/sites/altonlittletheater/showdates.php?s_id=101 or 
you can purchase them at the door. 

SCIENCE IS COOL! 
New Bethel UMC is helping to Support the Science Class at Lahr-Well 
Christian Academy this year.  To this end, we are collecting items and 
funds through Sunday, September 16th.  Just drop your donations of money 
or materials in the black bucket right outside the sanctuary doors, 
anytime.  On Sept. 16, Science teacher Michael Lorts will join us for 
morning worship at both services to receive the items, once we’ve blessed 
them.  Mr. Lorts will also be doing a little science experiment for us, to 
demonstrate the wonder and beauty of God’s creation.  It will be awesome!  
Be sure to join us! 

Coming in October: 
 

Great Rivers Choral Society Concert  

America Sings - Bluegrass  

Sunday, October 14th  at 3:00 p.m. 
at  New Bethel UMC 

 

(a free will offering will be taken) 

Serving Our Community:  Glen Ed Pantry 
 

Established in 1980, the Glen-Ed Pantry serves the communities and 
areas comprising the Edwardsville Community School District #7. 
Here’s what they need now: 

 canned meats 
 cereal 
 stuffing 
 crackers 
 jelly 
 macaroni and cheese  

https://tix5.centerstageticketing.com/sites/altonlittletheater/showdates.php?s_id=101


Middle School and Senior High Youth 
Our Wednesday meetings will be the same for September:  5:00 - 6:30 pm  Dinner, fellowship, and Bible 
Study.   Don't forget to let Judy know by Monday if you do or do not want to be included in the din-
ner count. 
 
We are working on a date in September to bake cookies to send to our college students.  So, TBA 
 
Save the Date!  The annual Ignition Conference for middle school students will be held at Troy UMC 
on Saturday, Oct. 27, from 9:00 - 4:30.  Student cost is $20 (We will pay the remaining balance with our 
youth funds.)  If we register by Oct. 13, you will receive a free T-shirt!  It will be a great day filled with mu-
sic, speakers, snacks, lunch, and games. Invite your friends! 

Children’s Ministries 
This month we are talking about listening to God!   Our lessons this month are from the book of First 
Samuel--learning about Samuel as a boy being called by God, then as a man when he anointed Saul and 
David as kings!  Our Deep Blue friends will tell the story and lead us in this 
month's song:  "What's up, Samuel?"  Can you learn our bible verse?  
“Speak.  Your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10) 

National Good Neighbor Day is observed annually on September 28.  This day 
was created to acknowledge and celebrate the importance of a good neighbor. 
It is a blessing to have a good neighbor, but it is even a greater thing to BE a 
good neighbor. 

This month, as we challenged to "Be a Good Neighbor" in worship services, we 
will try to meet the following Random Acts of Kindness weekly challenges: 
Week of 9/2:  Be a good neighbor to a classmate  
Week of 9/9:  Be a good neighbor to someone in our neighborhood  
Week of 9/16:  Be a good neighbor to a church member  
Week of 9/23:  Be a good neighbor to someone we don't know 
9/30:  Bring a neighbor to church! 

Each act of kindness will be celebrated, and at the end of the month, one will 
be rewarded with a $25 gift card to Happy Up. 

Save those Bottle Caps!  
  

Our New Bethel Youth are inviting the congregation to save their 
plastic caps from bottles, soda bottles, shampoo, detergent, 
etc.  A club at EHS is collecting them to recycle into benches.  

A collection container will be available in the foyer. 
Thank you! 

 

WELCOME, NATALIE! 
We welcome Natalie Goeckner, our new Nursery Attendant starting in September.  She is a senior at 
SIUE majoring in Pre-Med and Bio-Chemistry, looking ahead to the possibility of dental school.   
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RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
 

SUNDAYS:      

Worship.  8:15 & 10:45 AM          

Nursery. 8:00 AM-Noon    

Sunday School and Small Groups.  9:30 - 10:30 AM  

 

WEEKLY: 

Tuesday Daytime 

 Quilters.  9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are wel-

come. 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and 

fun with Youth Director Judy Lee.  See details inside 

newsletter. 

 Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Groups meet 

at 6:30 pm for about an hour. 

 Chancel Choir:  Practices at 7:30 pm. 

Thursday Daytime 

 Agape Fellowship Group:  9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir.    Rehearsals are on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6 pm.   

  

MONTHLY: 

 United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

 United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM.   

The Hour Between… 

something for everyone! 
SUNDAYS 9:30 - 10:30 AM: 

 

Women of Faith:  The Remarkable Women of 
the Bible, begins 9/16 in Room 202 

Seekers Group: Intro to Walking Meditation,  

begins 9/2 in Room 102 

Son Catchers: led by Norma Abram, Room 204  

Embracing Grace: led by Sherri Luttrell,  

Room 203  

 

Elementary Class (K-5th grade) - Room 101 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

2 - Judy Horton, Nora Walton 

6 - Bev Jones 

7 - Alexander Biggs 

8 - Judy Schafer 

9 - Liam Oertle 

16 - Jim Jeffries, Andrew Vance 

18 - Annette Frick 

20 - Nathan Meckel, Beverly Wann 

21 - Kathy Bryant 

27 - Pam Evans 

28 - Megan Black 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

8 - Jim & Kathy Jeffries, Dennis & Denise Wilson 

10 - Larry & Linda Lawhead 

14 - Cody & Kristen Azotea 

15 - Steve & Joanne Spencer 

30 - Troy & Anne Walton 

October Birthdays (first week of…) 

1- Ron Foster 

2 - Rachel Bell, Mike Beyer 

3 - Linda Hellenga 

4 - Sharyl Humerickhouse 

 

October Anniversaries (first week of…) 

2 - Mark & Kathy Sedlacek, Al & Pat Voigt 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

It is not so much the case that God has a mission for 
his church in the world, as that God has a church for 
his mission in the world. Mission was not made for 
the church; the church was made for mission - God’s 
mission.  
             - Christopher J. H. Wright 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
 

3 
Church Office 
closed all day 

 

Labor 
Day 

4 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
 

5 
AA– 7am 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry - 6:30pm 
 

6 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
 

7 1 
 

8 
UMM- 8am 
UMW- 9:30am 

9 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

10 
 

11 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 

 
Finance 
Committee- 
6:30pm 

12 
AA– 7am 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Bible 
Study - 6:30pm 
Choir-  7:30p 

13 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

Bike Ride/
Walk (9am)

and Picnic 
(11:30am) 

At Miner Park 

16 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

17 
 

18 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
Admin. Board 
meeting- 6:30pm 
 

19 
AA– 7am 
 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Bible 
Study - 6:30pm 
Choir-  7:30p 

20 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
Bell Choir- 6pm 

21 
 
 

22 
Widows Lunch-  
12noon 
 

 

23 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 
 
 
7 pm - Pastor Penny 
and Mike Rogier 
lead worship at 
Eden Village 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
Quilters– 9:15a 

26 
Aa- 7am 

 
NBY- 5pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Bible 
Study - 6:30pm 
Choir-  7:30p 

27 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 

28 29 
 

UMW 
R&R 

Stay tuned  
for details 

30 
 

Disciple 1  4-6pm 

      

September 2018 

HOUSTON MISSION TRIP 


