
April 1, 2018 Sermon:  Out of that Grave! 
  Scripture:  John 20: 1-18 

The Resurrection 

According to Matthew, early on Sunday morning Mary Magdalene and another Mary, make 
their way back to the tomb where the body of Jesus was laid.  They walk slowly, sadly, dutifully 
– they are going to finish anointing and cleansing the body, preparing it for final burial.  As they 
approach the tomb, the earth begins to quake and the women see an angel come down from 
Heaven, walk over to the tomb, roll back the stone, and sit on it.  The guards see this and they 
faint with fear.  The angel looks at the women and speaks: 

“Hi.  Are you looking for Jesus?  He’s not here.  He has risen, just as he said.  Take a look for 
yourselves…  Now go and tell the disciples he has risen from the dead, and he’ll see them in 
Galilee.” 

As the women are running back to the disciples, suddenly, Jesus is there and he speaks to them 
as they fall at his feet in joy and worship and suddenly, all their darkness is dispelled.  The pain 
and sorrow and grief are rolled away by the joy of this moment.  Jesus tells them to go and tell 
the disciples, and then he disappears. 

The women can hardly believe what they’ve seen.  They rush to where the disciples are hiding 
and they pound on the door, until they let them in.  They tell Peter and the others that Jesus is 
alive!  They’ve seen him?  He spoke to them.  And the disciples reply: 

“No, you couldn’t have seen Jesus.  It wasn’t him.  Because we saw Jesus.  We watched him die.  
He was crucified dead and buried.  And the dead don’t walk forth from the tomb.  We don’t 
know what you saw but it couldn’t be Jesus.” 

Later that day two of the disciples were walking from Jerusalem to the town of Emmaus, and a 
stranger came up to them and began walking with them.  So the three of them are talking 
about the recent events and the stranger explains to them how the Messiah had to suffer and 
die, and as they reach their destination, the disciples invite their guest to have a bite to eat with 
them and he accepts the offer.  They ask him if he’d give thanks, so the stranger takes the 
bread, gives thanks to God, breaks it and gives it to them, and in that instant, their eyes are 
opened and they recognize Jesus!  And then he disappears. 

Immediately they return to Jerusalem and pound on the doors the women had pounded on and 
they say, “The women, they were telling the truth, we’ve seen him, too.  We’ve seen Jesus!  
He’s alive.” 

The disciples aren’t sure what to make of this.   
What do you mean you’ve seen Jesus?  What are you talking about?  We all saw Jesus…we saw 
him die.  He was crucified, dead, and buried.  And everybody knows the dead don’t walk forth 
from the tomb.  We don’t know what you saw, but it couldn’t have been Jesus.” 



Then, in the stillness of the room, in the shadows of night, they hear a voice, “Peace be with 
you.”  They recognize that voice.  They turn, and it’s Jesus in their midst.  They can hardly 
believe what they’re seeing.  Suddenly the pain and grief that they’ve been feeling is rolled 
away and replaced with joy.  And they stand amazed in the presence of the risen LORD! 

And Jesus explains to them about his suffering, his death, and his resurrection.  And they 
understand.  And Jesus explains to them that they are his witnesses and he needs them to 
share the good news… 

The Disciples Begin Witnessing 

So the disciples go out into the streets of Jerusalem and begin witnessing, proclaiming to 
anyone who will listen, testifying about Jesus and how he really was the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and how he was dead but is now alive. 

Most of the people refused to believe.  They said, “No, we saw it with our own eyes.  He was 
crucified, dead and buried.  And the dead don’t come forth from the tombs.  I don’t know what 
you think you saw, but it couldn’t be Jesus.” 

One of them in particular, a man by the name of Saul, a Pharisee, told the disciples they needed 
to stop saying such things.  “If you continue to teach this and preach this, we will arrest you and 
prosecute you to the fullest extent of the law.  Stop this, now!” 

When they wouldn’t stop, Saul went around trying to arrest these Christians.  One day on the 
road to Damascus, Saul is blinded by a light, and he himself saw Jesus, risen from the grave.  
And from that time forth, Saul, who came to be called Paul, begins telling others about Jesus 
and proclaiming the good news about Jesus, who was crucified and is now risen!  He preaches 
to anyone who will listen.  Paul’s whole life was changed by Jesus.  THIS is the story of the 
resurrection.  Without this story, we wouldn’t be here today. 

And we have to be honest:  This is a hard story to believe.  It really is.  Even the disciples didn’t 
believe it at first.  In our ordinary experience, the dead don’t walk forth from the grave.  But 
you know, there are some things that happen, that defy a logical explanation.  There are some 
things that happen, because they just have to happen.  And there are some things, with God, 
that are just too good, NOT to be true. 

The resurrection is one of them.  We invite you to accept the truth of the resurrection, and 
allow Jesus Christ to be your savior.  It will change your life, for the better! 

 


