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The Lawyer’s Question 

     Lawyers ask good questions, but they are taught not to ask questions  to which they 
don’t already know the answers.  Otherwise, they might inadvertently strengthen their 
opponent’s case.  

     In the 22 chapter of Matthew, a lawyer asks Jesus a really good question:  “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  The Law he is referring to  is the 
Law of Moses and it contained around 613 commandments.  “Which is the most 
important?” the lawyer asks of Jesus.    

     Jesus’ answer is to paraphrase a portion of the Shema, from Deuteronomy 6:  “Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.”  All Jews knew the Shema, had it memorized, and knew how important it was to 
the Jewish faith and to one’s relationship with God.  It was important to love God!  I’m 
sure the lawyer already knew that!   

     But then Jesus elevates another commandment, this one found in  Leviticus 19.18, 
and says this commandment  is a very close second in importance:  “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  Now that one may have caught the lawyer off guard.    

     Sure it’s important to be courteous and respectful to one’s neighbors; but to love 
them?  Most of us would feel like we’re doing really well if we can even remember our 
neighbors’ names!  Love them?  And love them as we do ourselves?  What does that 
even mean?  Or is Jesus just using hyperbole to confound the Pharisees? 

      Then Jesus says that the rest of the laws (all 611 of them) and all the teachings and 
warnings of the prophets hang on these two fundamentals:  love of God and love of 
neighbor.  So they really are very important.   

      If we get these first two right, the others will follow.  For as we learn to love God, 
God cleanses our hearts and helps us relate to Him and others in a healthier way.  We 
begin changing as we live the Christ-life.  And we grow in our ability to love our 
neighbors.  This way of love is God’s plan for His children.   We grow in our love for 
God, our love for others, and we become motivated to tell others about Jesus. 

      Indeed, all Christ-following churches exist for three clear purposes: 

1. To love God 

2.  To love others 

3.  To make disciples for Jesus 

     One of my seminary professors, Scott J. Jones, wrote a neat book called, The 
Evangelistic Love of God and Neighbor.  In it, he talks about the threefold formula of the 
church’s task:  worship, formation, and witness.  Jones writes, When the church is the 
church, the worship it offers God is spiritually formative.  It shapes the lives of the 
worshipers.  Similarly, worship in which the gospel is preached and read leads to 
bearing witness in the world.  True spiritual formation creates a loving character that 
both motivates persons to bear witness and helps them persevere in it.  Success and 
failure in bearing witness drives the believer back to worship to thank God for what has 
been accomplished by God’s grace and to confess one’s failures in the assigned tasks.   

      So how are you doing?  Are you loving God and loving your neighbors, as yourself? 

  

 


