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Sunday Services at 8:15am (Traditional) and 10:45am (Contemporary) 
Office Hours: Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday 1pm-4pm, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 9am-4pm 

ADVENT CONTINUES AT NEW BETHEL UMC 
 

*While We Wait:  Living the Questions of Advent 
[*A Book by Mary Lou Redding]   

 

  Dec. 8 - Why Have I Found Favor in Your Sight?  (Ruth, chapter 2) 

 
Dec. 15 – Why Has This Happened to Me?  (Luke 1.39-45) 

 
*Dec. 22 – How Can This Be?   (Luke 1.26-38) 

*This is also our March to the Manger Sunday  
when we collect a special offering during morning worship services, which will be used to bless  
Our Conference, Our Kids ministry and the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House ministry. 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services  
@ 4:30 and 7 pm 

Where Is the Child?  (Matthew 2.1-23) 

 
Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?   

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage… 

– Matthew 2.2 

Sunday, December 22nd at 6:30pm 
See details inside newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Begins Today!  Please return gifts by December 15 

http://www.newbethelumc.org


 

 

PASTOR’S PEN 
     Can you believe that it’s already December?  Just a short time ago we were working through the 

Science and Religion series (was that January?) and talking about Galileo and the Big Bang and 

Dinosaurs…What a busy year it’s been:  working on a Habitat for Humanity house in Edwardsville 

so a great little family of four could move in and building a new pig pen for Ms. Wilson; good worship 

services every week, beautiful music, and good learning in our hour between classes; family 

vacations, confirmation classes, Vacation Bible School, Soup and Bread dinners, Fall Festivals and 

5
th
 Sunday Combined Worship services; Trunk or Treat, a new playground and the parking lot 

resurfaced; walking with our friends through seasons of loss and grief, as well as celebrating good 

times like weddings and baptisms; welcoming new members and saying goodbye to others; lots of 

community ministry through our five buck club (our church’s local benevolence fund); all of us 

striving to balance work and jobs with family life and caring for older parents and young children and 

dealing with illness and trying to grow in our relationship with God….   

     And now it’s Christmas!?!  Wow, Christmas -  with all the joy and sometimes tinged with sorrow; 

all the rush and stress and decorating; shopping and planning and family obligations and Christmas 

lists and not wanting to disappoint anybody….and oh yeah, it’s really all about Jesus so we try to 

keep him involved… 

     Do you ever just want to skip it?  If so, know that you’re not alone.  A lot of people get stressed 

around the holidays, especially Christmas.  And if it’s your first one without a loved one, it can be 

especially difficult.   

     What we hope to offer you at New Bethel UMC, are a few opportunities to slow down for an hour 

or two, sense a little peace, embrace some joy, share a little of the light of Christ with another, and 

just enjoy the season.  Maybe you need to reprioritize a few obligations.  Maybe it would help to say 

“no” to a few things (and if one of those things is, for example, Christmas caroling, please know that 

we will still love you!)!  At New Bethel UMC, we don’t expect anyone to do everything.  But we hope 

that everyone will plug in somewhere.  Bottom line:  We are here to help you grow in your 

faith relationship with Jesus.  We have lots of options and activities and ministries and 

classes and services….and…well, you get it. Don’t choose all of them.  Be more strategic. Do what 

energizes or refreshes you.  And leave the other options off your schedule.  If you’re looking for 

permission, consider it given!  LOL.  The fact is, you’re not going to please everyone, so just go 

where God leads you.  Try to have a smile on your face and a song in your heart…and you’ll be 

contagious in a good way! 

    

In steady peace and joy, 

 

Pastor Penny   

 



 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
This year we’ve decided to go caroling at Eden Village and combine our Christmas singing with 
the worship there at 7 pm (led by Pastor Penny and Mike Rogier).  Here’s what we were 
thinking:  join us at New Bethel UMC at 6:30 pm and we can make the short drive or carpool 
over to Eden Village.  We will head in and start singing a few carols as we walk over to the 
worship center room.  Worship begins at 7 pm and we ask the carolers to join us and lead the 
singing for about 15 minutes.  Then Pastor Penny leads a prayer, gives a 15 minute message, and 
then we will sing a few more carols.  And the residents will sing with you – they love to sing! 

We will finish around 7:45 pm, and dismiss to the atrium for some hot cocoa, treats, and a 
little visiting.  Come one, come all, of every age!  Share the joy and light of Christ! 

 
POINSETTIAS AVAILABLE: 
If you’d like to purchase a poinsettia this year, in memory or honor of a loved one, just fill out the 

order form available in this week’s bulletin.  If you miss the order form on Sunday, Dec. 8
th
,  just stop 

by the church office, give us a call, or email us here at the office.  Poinsettias are $10 this year and 

will be decorating our sanctuary beginning the week of December 15, through Christmas!! Orders 

will be taken until all flowers are spoken for. Forms are available in the office if needed. 

 

THE ANGEL TREE – HELPING LOCAL FAMILIES WITH CHRISTMAS 

This Christmas, New Bethel UMC will be helping two different families through our Angel Tree 

ministry.  The Angel Tree is located in our main lobby and is lit and covered with angels.  The paper 

angels have the gender and age of a child, with an item they want for Christmas (clothes or toys).   

Feel free to take an angel and purchase the item indicated; then bring gifts back to the church by 

Sunday, December 15th.  With the EXCEPTION of the COATS, you will need to wrap the other 

gifts and place the angel on the package as a label.  The parents of the children will then be able to 

come by the Church before Christmas and pick up some great gifts for their family.  What a 

wonderful way to share the love and joy of Christmas!  If you have any questions, please call the 

church office anytime (618-288-5700). 

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE  
December 29, 2019 at 8:15 AM   
This is our last 5

th
 Sunday of the year and it will be a combined service at 8:15 am, with classes and 

breakfast to follow.  Jake and Mikayla Hoult, and Donna Hale, and perhaps a few others will lead the 

music, Pastor Penny will preach, and we’ll sing and pray and worship together.  After worship, some 

of the classes will be meeting and we will have a breakfast down in fellowship hall.  The meal is pot-

luck style, so just bring some fruit or a Danish or a casserole to share and we will have a lovely 

morning and we’re all done by 10:30 am! 



 

 

THANK YOUS 
To all those who helped us decorate the sanctuary, donated wreaths and bows and trees, and 

helped us prepare the church for the season of Advent and our Christmas celebrations!  It looks 

really beautiful!  Well done, friends!! 

 

Dear Pastor Barber and congregation, I want to thank you for the donations for my Eagle Scout 

project.  It was my honor to provide this service for you.  Nathan Sasser, BSA 

 

To the congregation of New Bethel UMC-  On behalf of Habitat for Humanity of Edwardsville/

Glen Carbon we are extremely grateful for your donation of $57.75!  Your coin offering donation 

will go a long way towards ensuring our next homeowner will have a warm place to live for many 

years to come!  Thank you again for your generosity!  God Bless - Rob Lewis,  

                                                                                                            Treasurer, Habitat for Humanity 

 

Dear New Bethel Brothers and Sisters,  Thank you so very much for your kind contribution of 

$500.00.  We are applying that toward the purchase of another two and one-half student 

Chrome Books.  Please feel free to come by anytime to see what a great opportunity this offers 

Lahr-Well Christian Academy students!  May your blessing to us return in even greater form to 

all of you!  Sincerely, Almeda  (Dr. Almeda M. Lahr-Well) 

The CHURCH OFFICE will be closed during the Holidays on December 25, 26, 31, and Janu-

ary 1 .  If you have an emergency need, please contact Pastor Penny at 217-932-3115 and she will 

either help you or find someone to assist you.  HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND  

NEW YEAR’S! 

Great Rivers Choral Society presents 

A Soliloquy of Wintertide: Escapade 
 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 – 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, 717 State Street, Alton, Illinois 
 

Selections will include holiday musical favorites about what it means to belong to 
a family, and how in times of strife, reconciliation and joy we bond together to 

help and heal each other.  This program honors Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 
and the winter season.  Musical stylings from Chile, South Africa, Ireland, Russia, 

Germany, and the United States will be featured.   
Admission is Free.  A freewill offering will be taken. 

MEETINGS THIS MONTH- 
Trustees- Tuesday, December 3, 6:30pm 

United Methodist Women– Luncheon, Saturday, December 7, at 11:30pm 

United Methodist Men- Saturday, December 14 at 9:30am 



 

 

December Birthdays 
3-   Mike Chamberlain 
9-   Dorothy Hamilos 
15-  Pat Voigt 
17-  Larry Evans 
21-  Alan Voigt 
23-  Dolores Baird, Kim Hellenga 
26-  Michael Beyer 
27-  Wayne Horton 
28-  Bill Wann 
29-  Jamie Foster 
31-  Scott Gilliland 
 
December Anniversaries 
29-  Larry & Pam Evans 
 
 
 
 

January Birthdays 
1-  Jim Talley 
2-  JoAnn Delaney 
4-  Rita Makler 
7-  Lydia Foster 
9-  Todd Slater 
11– Norma Abram 
12– Nancy Gaines 
13– David Bryant 
24– Grace Bogowith 
25– Dennis Schneider, Noah Whitehead 
31– Jacob Mulvihill 
 
January Anniversaries 
9-  Kim & Linda Hellenga 
15– Mark & Buffy Morfey 
20– Brad & Vickie Biggs 
22– Tim & Joanna Nuoffer 
26– Charles & Kathy Witzke 

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

Our net giving for 2019, January - October, is around $20,803 (not counting all our memorials 

and bequests).  Keep up the good work, New Bethel UMC family and friends.  We are spend-

ing carefully, making some necessary upgrades, and doing great ministry!  Thank you for 

your generous tithes and offerings.   

FIVE BUCK CLUB  - The five buck club is New Bethel UMC’s local benevolence fund.  Contribute 

anytime by dropping your gift in the offering plate, marked “5 Buck Club”.  During the month of No-

vember we assisted 3 families (six people) with rent and groceries, totaling $425.   

A Bit of History… 

THE city of Bethlehem (in Hebrew, House of Bread) lies within the 

territory assigned to the tribe of Judah. It lies in the midst of what 

was a fertile country, about six miles south by west from Jerusalem. 

The ancient city was beautifully situated on a commanding ridge, 

2700 feet above the level of the sea. The hills around it were ter-

raced, and clothed with vines, fig trees, and almonds, and the sur-

rounding valleys yielded luxuriant harvests of grain. Jacob buried 

Rachel near its gate, and it was the home of Ruth and the birthplace 

of David, and "David's greater son," the Lord Jesus Christ. Its popu-

lation was small in the days of the Savior, but at present, it is about 

3000, nearly all the inhabitants being Christians. It is said to be one of the cleanest and neatest towns in 

Israel. St. Jerome lived there for more than thirty years, and there made his famous translation of the Bi-

ble into the Latin language (the Vulgate).   -  Ancient Geography 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 
 
No Disciple 1 

2 
 
 
 
Disciple 4- 6-8p 

3 
Quilting- 9:15am 

 
 
 
Trustees meeting- 
6:30p 

4 
AA- 7a 
NB Youth– Meet 
at EHS at 6:30 for 
concert 
Evangelism 
workshop 6:30p 

5 
Agape Fellowship
- 9:30a 
 
Hand Bell Choir-
6p 
Choir practice- 7p 

6 
 
 
 
Fellowship Hall in 
use 6p-overnight 

7 
Women of 
Faith class 

outing- 9:30a 
 

UMW 
Luncheon- 

11:30am 

8 
Angel Tree 

begins 
 

NB Youth– Bingo! At 
Eden Village  1:30p 
 

Disciple I – 5-7p 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

Disciple 4- 6-8p 
 

10 
Quilting- 9:15am 
 
 
 

 

11 
AA– 7a 
 
NB Youth– meet 
at DQ for dinner 
and shopping 5p 
 

12 
 
Agape Fellowship
- 9:30a 
 
Choir practice- 7p 
 
 

13 
 

14 
UMM- 9:30a 
 
 
 
 

 
 

15 
 

 
 
 
 
Disciple 4– 4-6p 
Disciple I – 5-7p 
 

16 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
Disciple 4- 6-8p 
 

17 
Quilting– out of 
building 
 

18 
AA– 7a 
 
 

NB Youth- 5 pm 
 

 
 

19 

Agape Fellowship
- 9:30a 
 
 
Hand Bell Choir-
6p 
Choir practice- 7p 
 

20 
 

NB Youth 
Christmas 

Party  
at Lee’s 

7p 

21 
 

 

22 
March to the 

Manger 
 
Disciple I – 5-7p 
 

Christmas 
Caroling and 

Worship  
at Eden Village– 

6:30p 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
 
 
 
 

Christmas 
Eve Services 

4:30 pm 
7 pm 

25 
 
 
 

 
 

Merry 
Christmas 

 
Office Closed 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
5th Sunday 
Combined 

Service 
At 8:15 am 

(potluck breakfast and 
The Hour Between 
after ) 
Disciple I – 5-7p 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

31 
Office Closed 

 
Quilting- 9:15a 

 
 

 

January 1 
Office Closed 

 
AA- 7a 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

 

3 
 

4 


