
Sunday Sidebar- September 22, 2019 

1 & 2 Samuel 

     The books of 1 & 2 Samuel are classified as historical books in the Old Testament, 
for they tell the story of how Israel came to be ruled by kings, and the very significant 
establishment of the covenant of kingship with David.       

     After more than four centuries (the period of the Judges) of failure in following God 
consistently, the Israelite people are frustrated with the lack of central leadership and 
security.  They come to the conclusion that their troubles are political and therefore 
require a political solution, so they request a king to lead them in their national struggles 
and battles.   They seem blind to the fact that their political problems have a spiritual 
cause.  [A lot of folks today walk in this same spiritual blindness.]   Instead of seeking a 
purely political solution, they should have opted for a spiritual solution: a renewal of their 
faith and a return in quiet trust to a proper faith in and worship of God.   

     As God will later tell the Israelites in 2 Chronicles 7.14:  if my people, who are called 
by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.   

    But alas, human beings in every generation have proven to be easily distracted and 
drawn away from God.   In returning to God, we find rest and peace for our spirits, 
minds, and bodies. 

 

Key Verses from Samuel: 

1 Sam. 2.10 - “The Lord will judge the ends of the earth.” 

1 Sam. 8.7-8 - “It is not you they have rejected, but...me [God].” 

1 Sam.16.7 - “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

2 Sam. 7.5-16 - “Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me.” 

 

The United Monarchy (1040-922 BC)      

    Samuel was the first of the great prophets and the last of the great judges. He was 
undoubtedly the greatest spiritual leader of Israel since the time of Moses!  His was the 
honor of anointing the first two kings of Israel.  First was Saul, chosen by God following 
the criteria demanded by the people.  Second king anointed was David, chosen 
according to God’s criteria.  The ideal king in the Old Testament was one who 
recognized that Yahweh, the diving king, was the true King.  David knew this and was 
indeed, a man after God’s own heart.  David wanted nothing more than to be right with 



God and he knew that God was ultimately the leader and defender of the nation.  “For 
the battle is the Lord’s!”   

     After a brief account of the largely unsuccessful rule of Saul, the last half of 1 
Samuel demonstrates that David did not usurp Saul’s throne.  Indeed, it was Saul who 
consistently  initiated the conflicts.  The text illustrates that everyone, even the crown 
prince Jonathan, acknowledges that David will be king.  But David himself took no 
action against Saul or his house to make himself king.  For David would not harm “the 
Lord’s anointed.”   

     When Saul dies in chapter 31 of first Samuel, we see clearly that it is God, not 
David’s own political ambition, that brings him to the throne.  Saul ruled  roughly 40 
years.  Then David ruled the next 40 years, followed by David’s son Solomon, who ruled 
for 40 years.       

     So Israel gets around 120 years of a united kingdom and when Solomon dies, the 
Kingdom splits into two nations: the northern Kingdom of Israel and the southern 
Kingdom of Judah.   The southern Kingdom of Judah was David’s dynasty.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


