
Sunday Sidebar:  November 25, 2018 

Christ the King Sunday 

     When you think of Jesus Christ, do you picture him as an itinerant preacher?    A physician?  
A little baby, born in a manger?  Maybe you picture him feeding the crowds or teaching the 
disciples?  Or perhaps the image that comes to your mind is that of Jesus as the suffering 
Messiah, hanging on a cross?  What about as a King? 

     Christ the King Sunday celebrates the full authority of Christ as King and Lord of all creation.  
It is celebrated on the last Sunday of Pentecost or Ordinary Time (the last Sunday before 
Advent).    

     The Feast of Christ the King was instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius XI, who connected the 
increasing denial of Christ as King to the rise of secularism throughout much of Europe.  Pius XI 
wanted to remind Christians that their highest allegiance was to Christ in Heaven, and not to the 
earthly authorities claiming supremacy, such as Benito Mussolini.   

     Shortly thereafter, the Anglican Church, Lutherans, Presbyterians, and Methodists joined in 
adding this Feast Day to their lectionary.   

     Of course, to our 21st century ears, the language of “Christ the King” Sunday can sound a 
little heavy-handed, patriarchal and possibly oppressive.  After all, the world has known some 
pretty oppressive kings over the years.  But the Kingship of Christ is radically different.  In his 
own words, Christ described his kingship this way in the 10th chapter of Mark: 

     42 So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those 
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants 
over them. 43 But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among 
you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave 
of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.”  

      So Jesus’ kingship does not involve our usual experiences of domination or triumphalism.  
Rather, his kingship was one of service and humility.  Jesus demonstrated his rule as one of all-
powerful compassion and love, seeking justice for all.   

     So what does it mean for us today, to claim that Jesus is our Savior, Lord, and King?  We 
understand Christ has saved us from our sins.  And he wants to be Lord of our lives.  John 
Maxwell says if Jesus isn’t Lord of all in our lives, he’s not Lord at  all in our lives.  We 
understand that we need to give Jesus full access to our lives.  Nothing hidden from him.  
Nothing outside his influence.  That means work, play, relationships, money, politics, everything.  
And if Jesus is our King, then we serve at his pleasure.  We do as he lovingly commands.  We 
seek justice for all and love others in his name as we lead well.  

     So here’s a good prayer for the day as we celebrate Christ the King Sunday: 

     Most Gracious God, who in Jesus of Nazareth showed us an alternative to the kings, 
queens, and emperors of history, help us to revere and emulate Jesus’ style of 
leadership.  Help us to love, and to seek justice for all people.  Help us to recognize the 
true grandeur and life-changing power based in loving You and loving our neighbors.  In 
Christ Jesus with You and the Holy Spirit, may we co-create a world ruled not through 
domination, but in that radical and all-powerful compassion and love.  Amen. 


