
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 9   Palm Sunday  
   Regular Worship Schedule 
   Children hunt for Easter eggs during Sunday School hour 
   Children process with palms at 10:30 a.m. service 
 
April 12  Youth Group serves at the Granite City Community Care Center 
   9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 
April 13  Maundy Thursday  
   7 p.m. | Sanctuary 
   A service of worship and remembrance with Holy Communion and a testimony 

     from the disciple, Judas 
 

April 14   Good Friday 
   Open Prayer Time | Sanctuary | 9 a.m. – Noon 
   7 p.m. – Good Friday Service at St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church (just down the 

     street from New Bethel UMC)  [Join Pastor Penny in attending…] 
 

April 16  Easter Sunday 
   7 a.m. – Easter Sonrise Service | Out back of the Fellowship Hall, weather  

     permitting. 
   7:30 a.m. – United Methodist Men serve breakfast 
   8:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship Service 
   9:30 a.m. – Sunday School 
   10:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship Service 

 

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY 
New Bethel’s Trustees will be having a spring cleanup day at the church on Saturday April 1st starting at 8am. 
They will be trimming bushes, cleaning up the shrubs around front and back of church. There will also be folks 
cleaning inside the church. We need volunteers to help.  

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Our preschool and elementary age Sunday School students will be invited to search for Easter eggs here at New 
Bethel UMC on Palm Sunday, April 9th, during the second half of Sunday School!  The Sr. High Class will hide the 
eggs and by 10 a.m., our young ones will be hunting! 
 Here’s how you can help:  Please bring candy donations to the church by Wednesday, April 5th, so the High 
School students can stuff the eggs that evening.  And then, of course, bring your kids and grandkids to Sunday 
School on Palm Sunday!  
 

Page 1 

      The Ladder 
                  A Publication of  

New Bethel UMC 

April 2017 Glen Carbon’s United Methodist Congregation 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiitMOT_f7SAhVIOCYKHc1PBGMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.walkingtogetherministries.com%2F2013%2F03%2F07%2Fon-the-baptist-observance-of-holy-week%2F&psig=AFQjCNEhMs8Rr


PASTOR’S PEN 
 

 In Ecclesiastes, chapter 3, verse 1, the writer offers a wise observation:  For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every purpose under heaven (American Standard Version).  Then in verses 2-8, the 
writer highlights the various seasons of life:  times of birth and death, seasons of planting and harvesting, 
times of grief and seasons to dance.  We’ve all experienced these different seasons in life… 
 In the past year, New Bethel UMC has been experiencing the natural change of seasons in the life cy-
cle of a church as Rev. Bill Adams left after 6 good years of ministry here.  Some of you felt that was much 
too brief a time.  But when Bill was ordained he placed himself under the direction and authority of the Bish-
ops of our denomination and he made a vow to serve at their direction, as did I.  I will never forget the after-
noon meeting I had with 3 District Superintendents at the conference office in Springfield almost a year ago 
in February, when I was informed of my new appointment to New Bethel UMC.  This has certainly been a new 
season of life for the Barber/Bell family and I am so grateful to all of you for your prayers, patience, and 
words of encouragement during this change of seasons.   
 And today, I am very grateful for Mike Rogier.  Mike began serving as our Music Director almost 5 
years ago.  He warmly welcomed me and my family when we arrived last July and I have thoroughly enjoyed 
our collaborations on crafting good worship services for the New Bethel UMC family!  His humble leadership, 
peaceful presence, wonderful passion for music and his devotion to Christ have been a blessing to me and to 
everyone on the staff and in the pews throughout those years.  Two weeks ago, Mike shared with us that it 
was time for a new season in his life.  He will continue to serve through Easter Sunday, and we will have an ap-
preciation potluck dinner for Mike and his family on the Wednesday after Easter (April 19) at 5:30 p.m.  We 
love Mike and Dynette and their children, Joel and Lydia more than words can express.  And while we experi-
ence a measure of sadness at their departure, we are excited about what God is going to do next in their 
lives.  Thankfully, they are not moving from Glen Carbon and they will continue to be our friends, and we will 
keep them in our prayers. 
 As good Methodists, we have a “methodical” process to follow in this time of transition.  We are begin-
ning our search for someone who can join our staff just as Mike did years ago.  We prayerfully search for one 
who strives to promote highly rewarding worship and music ministries throughout the church, who relates well 
to all people, a good leader, listener, learner, and most importantly, a humble and faithful servant of Jesus 
Christ.  I invite you to begin praying for this new person and also pray for Mike and Dynette as we trust deep-
ly in a God who is with us throughout every season of life. 
 
In Grace and Peace, 
 
 
Penny 
 
 
EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST 
The New Bethel UMM invite the congregation to Easter breakfast after the Easter morning Sunrise Service on April 

16th.  The menu will consist of scrambled egg, ham, biscuits and gravy, fruit, pastries, milk, juice and coffee. 

Breakfast will be served immediately after the Sunrise Service until 8:30. The United Methodist Men will meet at 

6:00 Friday, April 14th  to set up for Easter Breakfast and then again at 6:00 am to set up for Sunrise service and 

finish the breakfast preparations.  All the men are invited to assist. 

 
 
FAREWELL DINNER FOR MIKE ROGIER AND FAMILY  
We are inviting the whole church family to join together on Wednesday night, April 19, at 5:30 p.m. in the fellow-
ship hall to share our love and appreciation to Mike and Dynette Rogier, and their children – Joel and Lydia – for 
their wonderful years of beautiful music and service to NBUMC!  The church will provide the fried chicken, tea and 
coffee, and we are asking others to bring the side dishes and desserts.  We will have a blessing at 5:30 p.m. and 
begin our meal.   Then at 6 p.m. we will have a time of sharing appreciation, maybe some singing, and we will pre-
sent Mike with a few parting gifts.  A card basket will also be available.  Please make plans to join us as we cele-
brate Mike’s ministry and wish the Rogier’s well on their continuing journey! 
 
 

Annual Health Fair at Eden Village 
Friday, April 7th, from 9 a.m. – Noon 
Free and Open to the Public  -  Local vendor give-aways, free blood pressure readings, etc. 
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PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR WENT WELL! 

This was actually my first-ever “Pizza with the pastor” event and I wasn’t sure what to expect.  I was 
thrilled when six families stayed after church to join me for a slice of pizza and some good   conversation 
about the NBUMC on Sunday, March 26th.  We talked about membership, baptism and confirmation clas-
ses.  Thank you all so much for your interest in our church family and for being a vibrant part of our 
journey in faith!     -  Pastor Penny 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBER: 
Lucile Aerne joined the church on March 12.  Lucile transfers her membership from a sister United 
Methodist Church in Wisconsin.  Lucile is a retired nurse educator whose many hobbies include quilting, 
gardening and reading.  We warmly welcome you to our church family here at NBUMC. 
 

 
 

Needed:  Additional Greeters and Ushers 
 We always need volunteers to serve as Greeters and Ushers at both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
worship services.  Greeters serve for about 20 minutes prior to the service, and about 10 minutes after 
the service staffing the welcome table (and perhaps handing out coffee mugs, newsletters, etc.).  Ushers 
pass out bulletins at the worship entrance, pass the offering plates, and help serve communion on the 
first Sunday of each month.  This is a fun ministry for singles, couples, and families!  So sign up with on 
the clipboard on the Welcome table in the Lobby, and thank you for helping make New Bethel UMC a 
friendly and welcoming church. 
 

 
 

SUMMER MOWING SCHEDULE.   
The Trustees are looking for a few willing participants to mow and trim the area behind the church.  There is a 
sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex.  Please take a week or two and help keep New Bethel looking good. 

 
 

Music Director Position 
The New Bethel UMC is currently seeking applicants for the Music Director position.  We are seeking a person 
who is a gifted musician, good with people, one who leads a Christian life, and one who is able to coordinate the 
many music ministries of the church.  We seek a person who loves the mission of New Bethel UMC, and will 
strive to offer musical and worship opportunities to people of all ages and abilities, as we help them grow in 
their faith in Jesus Christ.  The search for Music Director will remain open until the position is filled.  The 
Staff Parish Relations Committee would like to begin interviewing applicants after Easter.  Interested       
persons should go to the church website at www.newbethelumc.org to download a full job description and an 
application form.  Please refer all applications to Dr. Penelope Barber, 131 N. Main St., Glen Carbon, IL  62034 
or email to pastorpenny@newbethelumc.org.   
 

 

Nursery Worker Position 
We are also seeking applicants to care for children in our Nursery on Sunday mornings, from 8:15 a.m. – Noon.  
This position pays $40 / week.  Again, interested persons should go to the church website at 
www.newbethelumc.org to download a full job description and an application form.  Please refer all applications 
to Dr. Penelope Barber, 131 N. Main St., Glen Carbon, IL  62034 or email to pastorpenny@newbethelumc.org.  

 

GRADUATE SUNDAY.   

If you have a senior high or college graduate in your family, please notify either Judy Lee or Cheri Towner.  

They will need a short bio and several pictures of the high school graduates and a picture of the college gradu-

ates and where they are graduating from and what degree. Information needs to be turned in by May 7.  The 

graduates will be recognized on May 21st at both services. 
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New Adult Short-term Sunday School Classes: 
 
BLUE LIKE JAZZ  
Designed especially for college aged students, beginning February 19th - Easter.  The class meets in 
the Pastor’s office from 9:40-10:20 a.m. All are welcome!  Books are provided. 
 

"NO WONDER THEY CRUCIFIED HIM"    
A six-week Lenten Study meeting on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am in the Fellowhsip Hall. 

This six-session course will take a closer look at Jesus and his dangerously radical call to action.  
Led by Judy and Brian Lee.   
 
 
AND COMING THIS SUMMER: 
    Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis  -  An eight-week adult Sunday School class, led by Pastor Penny.   

Maybe you’ve wanted to find a Sunday School class but just can’t fit a 52-week commitment into 
your schedule.  Why not try one or more of our short-term Sunday School classes, designed especially 
for busy folks?  Sunday School classes offer a great opportunity to ask questions, meet new friends, 
and learn from each other’s journeys in life, while reading the Bible and growing in faith.   
 

 

 
SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP TRIVIA NIGHT  
The Senior High Youth will be hosting a Trivia Night Friday, April 21st at 6:30 pm.   Childcare will be 
available.  Cost is $10 per person.  All ages are welcome to participate.  Individual participants will be 
teamed with each other.  Popcorn, pretzels, tea and lemonade will be available free of charge.  Soda, na-
chos, and some food items can be purchased.  You may bring your own snacks and drinks.  Prizes will be 
awarded for best decorated tables/teams.  A silent auction will be held during the night as well as an 
oral auction for Desserts and other big ticket items.  To register in advance, please do so by calling the 
church office or sign up at the table in the Narthex.  Walk-ins are welcome, as long as we have space 
left.  All proceeds will benefit the 2017 Mission Trip.  
 
 
 

THANK YOU'S 

 
To Larry Metter, John Kutz, Stan Towner, Mike Chamberlain, Linda Lawhead, Andrew Vance, the 

NBUMC Trustees and everyone else who worked diligently on the new design and installation of rock 
accents and hdtv’s in the sanctuary.   

 
To Brittaney LaBarge for her wonderful service as our Children’s Ministry Coordinator.  Brittaney and 

her family are moving to Casey, IL the end of March.  
 
Breann Towner for her wonderful service as our Nursery Worker for the past 8 months.  Breann’s last 

Sunday was March 26th.   
 
To Steve and Jill Oertle for taking our NBUMC elementary kids to the Light Kid’s Conference on Satur-

day, March 25!  What a great time! 

 
 
 
BELL CHOIR 
 Bell Choir will rehearse on April 6th and 20th at 6.  All are welcome to join - step up and be 
heard. 

 

 



This is an all-church night of food, fellowship, and learning with 
electives for all ages. Dinner is from 5:30-6:30 and is provided for 
a nominal cost.   May 10th will be the last meal. Because partici-
pants and cooks have fallen so much we will not be having a 
Wednesday Night meal return in the fall.  Ongoing classes will con-
tinue to be held. 

 

 

  Kids WOW.  Will be taking a break—updates will be posted 

  Middle & Senior High School.  “The Red Stuff: Exploring the words of Jesus” with Judy Lee.  

  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

  Prayer Shawls.  Creating prayer shawls, praying over them, and giving them to those with needs.  

  Every Wednesday at 6:30 pm. Room 101 

  Disciple Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6-8 pm in room 203 with Pastor Penny Barber. 

  Men’s Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall with Eric Freese. 

  Women’s bible Study.  Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in room 202 with Kathy Witzke. 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN NEWS 
Hey Guys, ever wonder what the United Methodist Men’s group is about?  They meet regular-

ly, on the Second Saturday of each month, at 8 a.m. in the NBUMC fellowship hall for a nice 
breakfast, devotion, and to do a little planning of activities and ministries.  In 2016, the UMM spon-
sored the Easter Breakfast and the summer church Bike Ride and Picnic, they organized the Men’s 
Barbecue, and they sold tickets for the “United Methodist Day” at a Cardinal’s Baseball Game. 
Those were some great fellowship activities.  And they do a lot of ministry stuff, too!  In 2016 they 
renewed the UMM Charter for New Bethel UMC ($85), made donations to the Midwest Distribution 
Center ($100); the Christmas Shoe Box Project ($140); made a memorial for Bob Jones ($100); do-
nated to our March to the Manger ($100); and paid a year’s salary for one of our Liberian United 
Methodist Pastors ($240).  This is a really neat group and they’d love to have any of you other guys 
in the church family join them.  For more information, speak with Rex Humerickhouse, Larry Met-
ter, or even Pastor Penny (regardless of a pastor’s gender, pastors are always members of United 
Methodist Men and United Methodist Women).   

It is always a good thing for Christian men to get together and encourage and challenge one 
another in friendship and faith!  Consider stopping by for breakfast, even just once or twice a year, 
and check in with these excellent fellows!  You might even want to join them on a project or adven-
ture or two!   

 
 

Sunday School Superintendent Position 
New Bethel UMC is looking for a member of our faith community who would be able to work 1-3 hours a week 
fulfilling the important duties of this position.   This is a volunteer position in the church, easily filled by 
someone who appreciates the importance of having a strong Sunday School program that offers Bible-based 
teaching to all age groups, preschool – Adult!  The Sunday School Superintendent helps to insure that our 
Sunday School Department runs smoothly and has all classes well-staffed, and teachers have the curriculum 
and resources they need to help students grow in faith.  The Sunday School Superintendent would collect 
the offerings and count attendance in each class, weekly.  He/she would work with the Pastor and teachers 
to approve curriculum; work with the Church Secretary to order books and supplies for each class; and meet 
with the Pastor and teachers from time to time, to set goals for Sunday School growth, evaluate effective-
ness, and brainstorm creative ways to reach our goals.  If you would be willing to prayerfully consider serving 
for 1-2 years in this capacity, please speak with Pastor Penny.   
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WHAT IS CONFIRMATION? 
 
          Although confirmation is not an official sacrament in The United Methodist Church (we have only 2 
sacraments – Baptism and Communion), it is an important marker along a young person’s spiritual journey.  At 
baptism, we are initiated into the new covenant in Jesus Christ and into God’s family in a special way, as we 
are marked with the Holy Spirit.  For many, this happens at a very young age.  We recognize children as 
members of their human families, but no one expects them to clean their rooms or take out the trash until 
much later.  So it is with baptized infants in the church – members of God’s family of faith – but not yet ca-
pable of sharing everything involved in membership.  Confirmation is a later opportunity to respond to the 
grace of God in a more mature way.  During confirmation a student’s understanding of God’s love and grace, 
the destructive power of sin, the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit is explored and hopefully, the student grows in faith.  The goal is to help students grow into their re-
lationship with Christ and understand and respond to the call of Christ to live in God’s world as a person of 
faith and a follower of Jesus.  At the completion of the classes, students are invited to consider whether or 
not they are ready to claim the name of “Christian” for themselves, repent of their sin, profess openly their 
faith in Christ, and join the Church.  It is a rich and informative part of the journey of faith. 
 Pastor Penny will be offering Confirmation classes this summer.  If you would like more information or 
if your child is interested in Confirmation, please speak with Pastor Penny by the end of April, 2017.  That 
will give us enough time to order materials and find mentors for all the students.  
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH   
 

 
Our Middle School and Senior High Youth Group is under the direction of Judy Lee.  On 
Wednesday nights the youth are using the bible series The Red Stuff,  dig in to the words of 
Jesus himself.  They' ll take a look at five of Jesus' parables, uncover what His message was, 
and see how it still applies to their life today.  
 
 
Sunday, April 2:      Agape Feast  6:15 - 8:00 pm    (Set up and prep at 5:30, if available; set up tables 
   after 10:30 worship) 
Tuesday, April 4:  "Safe Dating and Relationships" with Nancy Gaines (for teen girls and moms)   6:15 
   pizza; discussion from 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Wednesday, April 5:  Middle School and Senior High     6:00 - 7:30 pm   (At the beginning of the hour, 
   we will fill Easter eggs with candy for the annual egg hunt.) 
          Please let Judy know tonight if you are planning to volunteer with us next Wednes
   day at the Community Care Center in Granite City. 
Wednesday, April 12     Volunteer at Community Care Center in Granite City.  Meet at New Bethel at 
   9:00 am.  We will return around 2:00.  Lunch is provided.   
          We need adults to drive and go with us.  Please RSVP. 
           No evening meals or meetings. 
Sunday, April 16:   Easter Sunday!  Come and worship with us! 
Wednesday, April 19:  5:30 pm    Potluck Appreciation Dinner for the Rogier family.  After the meal, we 
   will set up the Fellowship Hall for the Trivia Night. 
Friday, April 21:   Trivia Night and Auction!   Please arrive at 5:00 for set up and dinner.  Doors open at 
   6:15pm.  Everyone is needed for clean up afterward. 
Wednesday, April 26:   5:30 meal;  6:00 - 7:30   Middle School and Senior High Youth meeting 
 
 
MAY DATES SO FAR: 
 
Wednesday, May 3    6:00 pm  "Car Care 101" with Brian   (lower parking lot) 
Saturday, May 13     Youth community work day at Watershed, if anyone is interested 
Sunday, May 21   Graduate Recognition Sunday   (Photos and bios from grads are due by May 7) 
Wednesday, May 24??     End of School Celebration 
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RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES—SUNDAYS 9:30 AM: 

Worship.  8:30 & 10:30 AM    Son Catchers—Room 204  

Nursery. 9:30 AM-12 PM   Embracing Grace—Rome 203  

Super Church.  10:30 AM   Women’s Bible Study—Room 202  

Sunday School.  9:30 AM   No Wonder They Crucified Him—Fellowship Hall 

       Blue Like Jazz—(College aged students—Pastor’s office) 

 

WEEKLY: 

Quilters.  Tuesdays 9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Mid-Week @ New Bethel.    (May 10th will be the last meal) 

Meals.  Have a great meal and fellowship with your friends on Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 PM. 

 Kids WOW.  The kid’s program is taking a break for a few months.  

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun with Ms. Judy Lee.  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

 Prayer Shawls.  Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Room 101 

 Disciple Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6-8 pm in Room 203 

 Men’s Bible Study. Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 Women’s bible Study.  Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in room 202 

Thursday evenings -  

 Bell Choir.  Bell Choir Practice will be held on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6 PM. Newcomers are always 

welcome.  

Sunday evening—Disciple Bible Study.  4-6 pm IN Room 203 

 

MONTHLY: 

United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM 
 

 

 

           
 

 

BIRTHDAYS … 
1  Carolyn Walton 
2    Corey LaBarge & Troy Walton 
3    Ryan Phillips 
4  Ralph Well  
5  Mark Sedlacek, Nura Freese & Anne        
6   Walton 
6    Jacob Paul & Elise Griffin 
9    Shelley Gilliland 
12   Cayden Williams 
15   Lydia Rogier 
20   Olivia Freese 
21   Lily Kosten 
22   Kasey Hohlt 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES … 
12   Dennis & Robin Schneider 
18   Andrew & Sheina Adams 
26   Steve & Sarah Paul 
27   Larry & Barb Metter 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Quote of the month: 
Many of life’s failures are people who did not 
realize how close they were to success when 
they gave up.                                                                          
                                     - Thomas Edison 
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April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Church Spring 

Clean Up 8 
am 

2 
Choir          
Rehearsal 
9:30 am 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 
Agape Feast 
6:15 pm 

3 
AA Bible 
Study 6 pm 

4 
Quilters  
9:15 am 
 
Sr. High—
Safe dating & 
safe relation-
ships 6 pm 

5 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

6 
Choir 6:45 pm 
 
Praise Band 
7:45 pm 

7  

Health Fair at 
Eden Village  

9-noon 

8 
UMM 8 am 
UMW 9:30 am 

9 
Palm 

Sunday 
Easter Egg 

Hunt during 
Sunday School 

10 
AA Bible 
Study 6 pm 

11 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

12 
Sr high youth 
community 

care center in 
Granite City - 

9 am 

13 
Maundy 

Thursday   
Service 
7 pm 

14 15 

16 
Easter 
Sunday 

17 
AA Bible 
Study 6 pm 

18 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

19 
Going away 
party for the 
Rogier family 

5:30 pm   
Adult classes 

6:30pm 
Disciple Bible 
Study  7pm 

20 
Leadership 

Team meeting 
6:30 pm 

 

Praise Band 
7:45 p.m. 

21 
Trivia Night  

6 pm 

22 

23 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

24 
AA Bible 
Study 6 pm 

25 
Quilters  
9:15 am 

26 
Mid-Week 
Meals & activi-
ties    5:30 pm 

 
Disciple Bible 
Study  6 pm 

27 
 
 

Praise Band 
7:45 p.m. 

28 29 

30 
Disciple Bible 
Study 4 pm 

      MAY: 
 
May 10 – Last Wednesday night          

meal and activities 
May 21  - Graduate Sunday 
May 27 – EHS graduation 


