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Memorial Day is an American holiday celebrated the last Monday in May and pays 
tribute to the men and women who died while serving in the armed forces. Formerly 
known as Decoration Day due to the decorating of fallen soldiers’ graves, it was first 
celebrated in 1868 to remember the soldiers who gave their lives during the Civil War. 
Once becoming a federal holiday in 1971, the holiday changed to recognize military 
persons who died in all wars. Today Memorial Day parades are annual traditions in 
small towns and major cities alike, usually involving active members of the military and 
veterans. Many cemeteries still decorate graves with American flags to commemorate 
those who lost their lives in war. 

In memory of … 

When someone dies, there are numerous ways to keep the person’s memory alive. 
Crafting a funeral, sharing photographs, creating a temporary memorial in a public place 
and posting an online tribute are means by which individuals ensure that their loved 
ones are remembered. Memorialization frees those who are grieving so they can begin 
to live without the physical presence of those they have lost. 

Remembering the good 

While memorials are often associated with loss and death, some tokens and structures 
also mark positive events in the lives of the living. Coins help members of Alcoholics 
Anonymous remember how long they have been sober. Statues are erected to 
celebrate famous athletes. Diplomas are awarded at graduation and plaques are 
presented to recognize one’s retirement. As important as it is to memorialize those we 
have lost, it is just as important to take time to remember God’s positive actions in our 
lives — individually and collectively. Whether you celebrate Memorial Day with a 
somber ceremony or a family picnic, take some time to think about how God has 
blessed you in the past year and find a way to keep that memory fresh in your mind.  

   

Peace with Justice Sunday 

Today, we celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday. On this Special Sunday, follow in the footsteps 
of our founders who left us a legacy to care for and support the oppressed.  

“Peace with Justice” represents many things — an absence of war, striving to live in harmony 
with others who may or may not share our beliefs, advocacy, and support.  

For over 100 years, The United Methodist Church has pursued advocacy for strangers and 
friends around the globe. We believe that all God’s children deserve to live full lives.  

When you give on this Special Sunday, you are joining together to break down barriers so that 
all God’s children have equal access to jobs, education, food, clean water, health care, and so 
much more. 

Will you join us today in supporting vulnerable and oppressed children, youth and adults? 
Together, we will make a lasting impact today. Your offering will reach around the world, 
because. . .  

TOGETHER, WE DO MORE.   


