
October 14, 2018:    The nature of Christian Community 
     Paul shares  a great challenge with us in the third chapter of Colossians: 

 

12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful. 16Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

     Have you ever been around a group of people that truly clothed themselves with compassion 
and kindness?  They are kind and welcoming to others.  They listen well and speak kindly to 
others.  They choose and use their words carefully, understanding well that words can hurt and 
heal, or they can encourage, bless, and build others up.  The group seems to genuinely care 
about each other and they all have a good sense of humor and can laugh at themselves.  And if 
you laugh at them, they don’t get all bent out of shape and pouty.   

 

     I first saw this type of group modeled in the church in which I grew up in Memphis, TN.  It 
was, in fact, my grandparents’ Sunday School class!  They were very good-natured and loving 
people and there was always a lot of laughter.  But they 
were genuinely friends, too.  And they were kind and 
encouraging to us kids in the church, always patting us 
on the head or asking us questions about our lives: 
how was school?  Happy birthday!  Why don’t you sing 
with us?  Etc.  It was really neat—all these older folks 
taking a real interest in us kids and even bothering to 
learn our names! 

 

     I realize now that what I was experiencing as a child was authentic Christian community.  It 
was open, loving, peaceful, and genuine.  And it was centered on our love for Christ, being 
living out in how we treated  others.   

   

     I’ve experienced such authentic Christian community many times, since childhood.  And I 
experience it now, at New Bethel UMC.  Have you discovered such community?   Healthy 
Christian community should be Christ-centered, open to all, and characterized by genuine loving 
relationship.  If you’re searching for such a community, I hope you find it here.  We would love to 
have you join us in any of our small group ministries.  If you need help connecting, ask me or 
another staff person anytime.  Or maybe ask the person sitting next to you for a suggestion…. 


