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Sunday Services at 8:15am (Traditional) and 10:45am (Contemporary) 
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Humble Servants 
Southern Gospel Music Foundation 

 
will lead our worship on 
Sunday, August 19th  

at both services 

This group was formed with the goal of spreading the 
gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ through music and 
praise.  They sing in the southern Gospel tradition, 
mixing old favorites along with their own original pieces. 

http://www.newbethelumc.org


 

 PASTOR’S PEN 

      Vacation Bible School last week was wonderful!  We had 23 different students join us, 
grades K – 5th, and we even had a couple of other middle school kids who tagged along to 
help, learn, and play!  And the youth and adult leaders were outstanding!  And as evidence 
of how fun our VBS is, we had twice as many helpers as we did students!  Everybody wants 
to be a part of VBS!!  Woo hoo!  And several of the VBS families joined us in worship on 
Sunday, July 29, and they were warmly welcomed (well done, church) and enjoyed the 
worship, singing, and ice cream sundaes! 

     This is a really important ministry of our church that looks to the future as we plant 
seeds of the gospel of Christ in the hearts and minds of our community’s children.  Will all 
of these children grow up in Christ-centered homes?  Perhaps not.  But they have heard 
about Christ and his love for us, and his atoning death on the cross to save us from our 
sins….and somewhere down the line, they will remember that Jesus loves them, and they 
will repent of their sins and ask Jesus to forgive and save them.  I am confident in God’s 
mercy and grace, that it will happen for each of these young ones who came to visit us last 
week.  God is patient and allows each of us time to grow and the freedom to choose Christ, 
but God is constantly working in each of our lives, hinting and wooing and guiding us toward 
Him, through a relationship with Christ.   

     And even after we come to receive Christ, the growth continues!  The Holy Spirit comes 
to live within us and continually guides us through the difficulties and hard parts of life 
and our relationship with Christ grows stronger.  Occasionally, people get distracted by life 
and instead of growing stronger in the Lord, they kind of drift away from him.  Again, 
Christ is patient and keeps looking for opportunities to rekindle the fire of faith within us.  
Sometimes that rekindling comes through an illness or a family crisis, sometimes through a 
job loss and a reassessment of priorities, and sometimes through the loss of a loved one 
and our thinking about our lives…. 

     During our lives, any time is a good time for a recommitment to Christ.  We need a good 
refreshing of our hearts and minds in Christ and we can all stand to burn a little brighter 
for the Lord!  John Wesley is often quoted as saying something to the effect of:  Set 
yourself on fire for Jesus and others will come, just to watch you burn!   

 I know for myself, I need regular times of refreshment in Christ and honestly, weekly 
worship is a big blessing to me, as I hope it is for you.  At New Bethel UMC we offer 
multiple ways to get your fire and passion for Jesus stirred up and burning brightly.  Take 
a Disciple class or join an Adult Discipleship class or fellowship group.  We have groups 
that meet on Saturday mornings, Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, and Thursday 
mornings….just to mention a few!  However you refresh your passion for Jesus, I pray 
God’s blessing upon each of you.  And I can do anything to help, give me a call or text me 
anytime [217-932-3115]. 

See you in Worship, burning brightly,  
 
Pastor Penny   

Correction to Previous Newsletter 
On Mother’s Day,  Gail Mueller was celebrated as the “Homework Helper 
Mom”.  We incorrectly noted Betty Wever as the recipient in the July 
newsletter.  Congratulations, Gail! 



 

 

How do I join New Bethel UMC? 
You may become a part of the New Bethel United Methodist family in one of the fol-
lowing ways: 
 

 If you have never joined a church before, you may become a member by profes-
sion of faith in Jesus Christ and by being baptized. 

 If you have already been baptized (as a child or as an adult) in any Christian 
church, your baptism is recognized by New Bethel UMC.  You will be asked to 
uphold NBUMC with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

 
If you have any questions about United Methodism or New Bethel UMC in particular, 
please contact Pastor Penny at 217-932-3115, or inquire in the church office. 

Thank you notes 
From David and Kathy Bryant - I slowly became aware of the many people who volunteered their time, on 
short notice, to honor Betty K. Bryant for my family.  Put away VBS decorations earlier than expected, 
clean the church, plan and prepare a funeral dinner in two days, attend the funeral, show that you care for 
me and mine.  Thank you. We are the church together. 

Welcome New Members    
     On Sunday, August 5th,  it is our privilege to welcome Bob and Anne Parrish into the New Bethel 
family!  Bob and Anne are transferring their membership to us from the O’Fallon First United Methodist 
Church.  Bob and Anne are enjoying retirement after both having served our country well for 30 years; 
Bob as an officer in the Air Force and Anne as a military wife.  They live in Meridian Village and are happy 
to be a part of New Bethel UMC and they love attending the Traditional service!  We are delighted to wel-
come Bob and Anne to our church family! 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee Meeting  Tuesday, August 7, at 6:30 pm. 

Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, August 14, at 6:30 pm. 

Administrative Council will met Tuesday, August 21, at 6:30 pm. 

UMM AND UMW MEETINGS 
The United Methodist Men will meet  Saturday, August 11, at 8am for breakfast and program. 

The United Methodist Women will meet Saturday, August 11 at 9:30 am. 

Coming in October: 

Great Rivers Choral Society Concert  
America Sings with Bluegrass Band 

at  New Bethel UMC 

Saturday, October 13th  at 7:30 p.m. 
(a free will offering will be taken) 

CHOIR AND HANDBELLS  
Let’s make some beautiful music!  Choir will resume practices on Wednesday, August 29th, at 7:30pm.  
The Handbell Choir will resume practice on Thursday, September 6th.  If you are interested in joining ei-
ther group, please contact David Bryant (davidbryant30@gmail.com) 



 

 

OUR CHURCH FINANCES AT A GLANCE: 
Thank you, NBUMC, for your faithful giving, even over the summer.  It’s always hard to keep 
up with all the summer activities and the family vacations, but you have done an outstanding 
job this year of remembering your offerings to the ministries of the church.  Below are the 
highlights of the first half of 2018 and July was a very generous month, too! 
 
Operating Budget for 2018:   $278,083 
Received Jan – June:  $149,662 
Expenses Jan - June:  $148,622 
July Offerings:      $ 29,476 
Church Mortgage balance: $31,647 (as of end of July) 
 
Well done, everyone! 

ARE YOU READY FOR DISCIPLE? 
Beginning with an Orientation meeting on Sunday, August 
26 at 5 p.m., Pastor Penny will be leading a 34-week bible 
study called DISCIPLE that begins in Genesis, works 
through 85 % of the Bible and ends with Revelation.  To-
gether with other students, we read the Bible stories and 
discuss them in class, looking for depth, fresh insight, 
and a deeper understanding of how God is at work in our 
world and in our lives.  Whether you’ve read the Bible be-
fore or are a new student of God’s Word, the class will 
help you grow in faith and in relationship with God and others.  For more 
information, speak with Pastor Penny or one of the many DISCIPLE gradu-
ates at New Bethel UMC.  This class requires commitment, but it is well 
worth it to grow in your relationship with Jesus! 
 
*DISCIPLE I inserts will be in the weekly bulletins, soon.  Just indicate your interest 
and the day and time of the week you’d like to meet and drop the form in the offer-
ing plate or the church office, anytime. 

Middle School and Senior High Youth 
Wednesday, Aug. 8     6:30 - 8:30 Painting at Restore Decor  (RSVP to Judy by Monday, Aug. 6.  We 
are limited to 12-13 volunteers.  Adults are welcome, if we have available spots.) 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 15   NO MEETING 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 22    Dinner at 5:00, followed by fellowship and Bible Study 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 29    Dinner at 5:00, followed by fellowship and Bible Study 
 

Children’s Ministries 
Can you believe VBS is done, and it’s already time to get ready to go back to school?  On Sunday, Au-

gust 12th, students, teachers and school staff are invited to our Blessing of Our Backpacks.  Bring your 
backpack and /or tote to either service for a time of prayerful preparation for the new school year, so we 
are all ready in spirit for another great year. 



COMING SOON:  NBUMC MISSION TRIP to HOUSTON, TEXAS!  
September 2-8, 2018 
Pastor Penny is taking a group of our adults (aged 18 and older) down to Houston, TX to 
help with the rebuild of one or more homes that were destroyed last year by Hurricane 
Harvey (which hit TX in August, 2017).  We will be working with the TX Conference Disas-
ter Relief Team of the United Methodist Church, and a local UMC will be hosting us.  We 
will be renting a bus and we will load up on Saturday, Sept. 1.  We plan to leave Glen 
Carbon after church on Sunday, September 2 and drive 12 hours to the UM Church in 
Houston that will be housing us for the week.  We will work Monday – ½ day on Friday), 
and return to Glen Carbon sometime on Saturday, September 8

th
.   

So far, we have 8 people signed up, and we have room for  4  more!  If you would like to 
make a sacrifice of your time and share your passion and skills for 
mission, then check with your family and your job and see if you can 
spend this labor day week in mission for Jesus!  Then let Pastor Pen-
ny know, ASAP.  Any age (over 18) and any skill level can help.  If 
you’ve never gone on a mission trip before, this would be a good one 
on which to get your feet wet!    

VBS THANK YOU 
WOW!  What an AWESOME experience we had this year!!  I think that the kids had a great time as well 
as the adults!!   None of it would have been possible without the commitment and devotion of our 
NBUMC congregation, younger and older members.  This is an extremely valuable ministry - if we don’t 
invest in our youth, we are not living up to one of the congregational commitments that we make when 
we baptize children in our church.  So thank you!  Thanks for your hard work.   

Everything went smoothly; all bases were covered from registration to check-out, and everything be-
tween (including Security!)  Linda and Nancy made a great opening and closing “Sing and Play” team 
topped off by our castaway, Louie!  Very entertaining!  They did an amazing job of adjusting scripts on 
the fly. 

In closing, my heartfelt thanks to co-directors Pastor Penny and Linda Lawhead- what a team!   

            - Dennis E. Wilson 

PAINTERS NEEDED 
Have you noticed a few changes in the church lobby recently?  The trustees have approved 
some new design elements to make our lobby more warm and inviting and to immediately wit-
ness to guests, something about who we are, as a people of Christ.  We are in the process of 
creating some nifty little picture blocks that will feature some of our core values, like 
Christ, Community, Love, and Welcome.  These will be hung on the wall so it’s one of the 
first things visitors see.  Another of the changes is that our lobby is being painted and Pas-
tor Penny is looking for a few volunteers who like to paint and do so WELL!   We will be 
painting 3 of the walls the same color as the sanctuary (kind of a grey/white) and the 4th 
wall in the lobby the wall the office doors are on, will be painted a brownish color called 
“Graham Cracker Crust.”  Painting will begin in August so let us know in the Church Office if 
you’re interested in helping! 



 

 

RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
 

SUNDAYS:      

Worship.  8:15 & 10:45 AM          

Nursery. 8:00 AM-Noon    

Sunday School and Small Groups.  9:30 AM  

Super Church for Elementary kids during 10:45 

service       

 

WEEKLY: 

Tuesday Daytime 

 Quilters.  9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are 

 welcome. 

Tuesday Evening 

 Praise Band Practice.  7pm 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun with Youth Director Judy Lee.  See Page 5. 

 Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry:  (Taking a summer break- resumes in September) 

 Chancel Choir:  Weekly practices resume on August 29th at 7:30 pm. 

Thursday Daytime 

 Agape Fellowship Group:  9:30 AM 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir.    Practices resume on September 6th.  Rehearsals are on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6 pm.    

MONTHLY: 

 United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

 United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM.   

The Hour Between…something for everyone! 
SUNDAYS 9:30 - 10:30 AM: 

 

Room 102 - Seekers Group, The Will of God 

Room 204 - Son Catchers, led by Norma Abram 

Room 203 -  Embracing Grace, led by  

Sherri Luttrell 

 

Children’s and Youth Classes-  All classes  
will meet throughout summer.   

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS… 

5 - Rosalie Meckel 

6 - Laura Slater 

7 - Jack Bogowith, Gary Cox,  

 Mardell McDaniel 

11- Dave Dodd 

12- Tracey Kelsey 

13- Janice Barlow 

14- Bridget Beyer 

21- Rex Humerickouse 

23- Allen Warren 

25- Russ Gilliland 

26- Dennis Wilson 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS (first week of…) 

2 - Judy Horton, Nora Walton 

6 - Bev Jones 

7 - Alexander Biggs 

8 - Judy Schafer 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES… 

1 - John & Donna Kutz 

14- Louis & Annette Frick 

21- David & Kelly Bogowith 

26- Wayne & Judy Horton 

26- Rex & Sharyl Humerickhouse 

27- David & Kathy Bryant 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

(first week of…) 

8 - Jim & Kathy Jeffries, Dennis & Denise Wilson 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

Someone asked – If Christianity is valid, why is 
there so much evil in the world? 
Billy Graham replied:  With so much soap, why 
are there so many dirty people in the world?  
Christianity, like soap, must be personally ap-
plied if it is to make a difference in our lives. 
      - Billy Graham 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
AA– 7am 

 
 
 

2 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 

3 
 

 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
Bible Study– 
6pm  

7 
 
 
 
 
SPRC meeting- 
6:30pm 

8 
AA– 7am 

Oils of 
Ancient 

Scripture-
6 pm 

NBY- Restore 
Décor 6:30pm 

9 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 

10 11 
UMM- 8am 
UMW- 9:30am 

12 
 

Blessing of 
Our 

Backpacks  

13 
Bible Study– 
6pm  
 
Boy Scouts- 
7pm 

14 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 

Back to 
School! 

Finance 
Committee- 
6:30pm 

15 
AA– 7am 
 
 

16 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

BBQ 
11a-3p 

19 
Humble 
Servants 

 
7 pm - Pastor Penny 
and Mike Rogier 
lead worship at 
Eden Village 

20 
Bible Study– 
6pm  

21 
Quilters– 9:15a 
 
 
 
Admin. Board 
meeting- 6:30pm 
 

22 
AA– 7am 
 
NBY- 5pm 

23 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 
 

24 
 
 

25 
Widows Lunch-  
12noon 
 

 

26 
 
 

27 
Bible Study– 
6pm  

 
 
 
 

28 
Quilters– 9:15a 

29 
Aa- 7am 

 
NBY- 5pm 
Choir - 7:30pm   

30 
Agape Group- 
9:30a 

31  

August 2018 


