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Houston vs. Harvey 

Just over a year ago, life for many of our neighbors changed forever.  On August 25, 2017, Hurricane 
Harvey made landfall as a Category 4 hurricane.  So began an historically destructive 2017 storm season 
for the Caribbean and the southern U.S.  Harvey was followed within a month by Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria. 

Hurricane Harvey caused approximately $125 billion in damage, ranking as the 2nd-most costly hurricane 
to hit the U.S. mainland since 1900.  An estimated 13 million people were affected from Texas through 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Kentucky; nearly 135,000 homes damaged or destroyed; up to a 
million cars were wrecked.  As of October 13, 2017 the death toll was at 88. 

Harvey made landfall three times in six days.  Two feet of rain fell in the first 24 hours.  Flooding forced 
39,000 people out of their homes and into shelters.  Since many residents lived outside the flood plain, 
most people affected were uninsured, becoming dependent on federal and local help. 

  

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

 In the aftermath of Harvey, agencies and individuals reached out to help those impacted by the storm.  
Military response included house to house rescues and guarding the community against looting.  
Churches and schools outside the flooded areas opened as shelters, providing food and temporary 
housing.  Fishermen from outside the area made their way to Houston with their boats, wanting to help 
with rescues.  A nurse collected money and supplies from co-workers, and purchased diapers, formula 
and other needed items, taking them to shelters.  The Red Cross, the Salvation Army, Save the Children, 
and many other agencies, lent their expertise immediately, and continue to work one year after the storm. 

“This is going to be a massive, massive cleanup process,” Texas Governor Greg Abbott said on 
September 1, 2017, about a week after Harvey hit.  “People need to understand this is not going to be a 
short-term project.  This is going to be a multi-year project for Texas to be able to dig out of this 
catastrophe.” 

One agency that responded immediately, and is still at work, is the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR.)  Even before the storm hit, UMCOR had contacted the Conference Disaster Response 
Coordinators for the three conferences  in the area identified to be affected by Harvey.  By Monday, 3 
days later, disaster grants had been made, and cleaning kits were ready for distribution.  In an October 
update, it was reported that 15,200 cleaning buckets, over 3500 hygiene kits, and 500 school kits had been 
given out by the conferences .  56,000 feet of tarp had been use to cover damaged roofs.  Volunteers had 
mucked out more than 5,000 residences.  One of the conferences used an UMCOR grant to stabilize 120 
houses, benefitting 276 people. 

  

Neighbors Helping– From Afar 

Who are our neighbors?  Meriam Webster has two definitions: ‘one living or located near another’ and 
‘fellow man.’  

Another article says, “Our neighbor is anyone that we can help.“  
The article goes on to say, “We have three things to offer…our 
time, talent, and treasure, so ‘if anyone has the world’s goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how 
does God’s love abide in him?’ (1 John 3:17) “  

New Bethel UMC was and is helping our Houston neighbors 
recover from Hurricane Harvey.  In September of 2017, we 
collected supplies for 25 Flood Buckets, which were taken to 
Texas by the Midwest Distribution Center.  Monetary gifts were 
also given.  Prayers were lifted.  And this week, we sent a team of 
7 workers to Houston to help as needed.  They did not know what 
they would be asked to do, but did not close their hearts because 
of that.  They saw brothers and sisters in need, and shared their 
time, talents, and treasures. 

 

(Article written by Linda Lawhead) 


