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Going on to Perfection 

     When pastors are ordained in The United Methodist Church, we are asked by our Bishop, a 
series of questions indicating our commitment to Christ, to leadership in the Church, and to the 
Christian life.  One such question is this:  Are you going on to perfection in this life? 
     The question is always met with a few giggles as “soon to be” pastors contemplate their 
glaring lack of perfection, but the answer is always “yes” as they devote themselves to striving 
toward perfection.   
     Our founder, John Wesley, often encouraged people to continue growing into Christian 
perfection and he based this challenge largely on Matthew 5.48:  Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.   
     But can people really become perfected in love in this life?  What exactly did he mean by 
“perfection?”  Wesley’s teaching on the subject has drawn a lot of questions over the years and 
caused quite a bit of confusion. 
    In The Scriptural Way of Salvation and  A Plain Account of Christian Perfection, Wesley 
wrote about this subject:    
  
      To be perfected is to be without sin.  The essence of perfection is love.  The soul of the 
perfected Christian is so filled with love for God that there is no room for evil: “But if the love of 
God fill all the heart, there can be no sin therein.” In this perfected state the Christian is truly 
obedient to the command to love God with all heart, mind, and soul. The “inseparable fruits,” of 
such perfect love are rejoicing, unceasing prayer, and constant thanksgiving In the perfected 
soul there are no evil thoughts. There is no wandering in prayer, no fear, no doubt, and 
temptations do not take hold. In all things, the perfected Christian conforms to the virtuous 
pattern of Christ.  
  
     Although perhaps not achieved in this life by the majority of Christians, Wesley still thought 
perfection attainable.  As true Christians continue to grow in their relationship to Christ, they are 
continually sanctified or made holy, by God’s grace.  Only those who have been justified by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ and reborn as children of God can experience this perfection 
of their love and devotion to God.  But Wesley had witnessed the transformation of many a 
sinner...    
     So Wesley’s idea of Christian perfection meant continuing to grow more and more like 
Christ, through the sanctifying grace of God.   
     Are you going on to perfection?  How goes it with your soul?  Are you loving God with your 
whole heart, soul, and mind, and loving your neighbors?  It’s hard work, but we have help in the 
form of God’s grace.  How well does your life conform to the virtuous pattern of Christ? 
   
Paul’s Take 
  
The Apostle Paul knew the power of God’s perfecting grace, for he wrote in 2 Corinthians 12.7-
10: 
  
In order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 
Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But he 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”   
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 
rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong... 
  


