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History of Father’s Day 

     Father’s Day, celebrated the third Sunday in June, got a jump start from the observance of Mother’s 
Day (the third Sunday in May).  Credit for beginning this holiday is usually attributed to Sonora Smart 
Dodd, of Spokane, Washington.  At the turn of the 20th century, Mother’s Day observances  were 
gaining popularity across the United States (although the federal government had yet to recognize the 
holiday officially).   It was during one of these Mother’s Day church  services, that Sonora Dodd was 
struck with the idea of creating a special holiday to honor fathers, too.   

     In 1909, Sonoma approached the Spokane YMCA and the Spokane Ministerial Alliance and suggested 
that her father’s birthday - June 5 - become a celebration day for Father’s Day.  But they wanted a little 
more time to plan so they chose June 19th instead.  The first Father’s Day was then observed in 
Spokane, Washington on June 19, 1910.   

     It was a good day and the idea of celebrating fatherhood spread quickly , as more and more states 
adopted the holiday.  In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge recognized Father’s Day as the third Sunday in 
June and encouraged states to do the same.  Congress officially recognized Father’s Day in 1956 with the 
passage of a joint resolution.  Then in 1966, President Lyndon Johnson issued a proclamation calling for 
the third Sunday in June to be recognized as Father’s Day.  And in 1972, President Richard Nixon 
permanently established the observance  of Father’s Day as the third Sunday in June. 

     As for Ms. Dodd, she lived to see her idea come to fruition.  She died in 1978 at the age of 96.   

 

What is Confirmation? 

     Confirmation is an important marker along a young person’s spiritual journey.  At baptism, we are 
initiated into the new covenant in Jesus Christ and into God’s family in a special way and we are marked 
with the Holy Spirit.  For many, this happens at a very young age.  We recognize children as members of 
their human families, but no one expects them to clean their rooms or take out the trash until much 
later.  So it is with baptized infants in the church - members of God’s family of faith - but not yet capable 
of sharing everything involved in membership.  Confirmation is a later opportunity to respond to the 
grace of God in a more mature way.  

     During confirmation a student’s understanding of God’s love and grace, the destructive power of sin, 
the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit is explored and 
hopefully, the student grows in faith.  The goal is to help students grow into their relationship with 
Christ and understand and respond to the call of Christ to live in God’s world as a person of faith and a 
follower of Jesus Christ.  At the completion of the classes, students are invited to consider whether or 
not they are ready to claim the name of “Christian” for themselves, repent of their sin, profess openly 
their faith in Christ, and join the Church.  Confirmation is a rich and informative part of one’s lifelong 
journey of faith. 


