
Sunday Sidebar:  April 14, 2019 

Resurrected Lazarus 

     After Jesus raised Lazarus from his 4-day death slumber, the crowds followed Jesus and 
Lazarus around in astonishment!  For the Jewish leaders, this was creating a predicament.  They 
were afraid that Jesus and his followers would cause a disturbance or rebellion and then Rome 
would crack down hard. 

In John 12.9-11 we read: 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only 
because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  So the 
chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of him that 
many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

So the Jewish leaders hatch a plot to destroy Jesus and Lazarus.  

     The Sadducees in particular, were quite distressed over Jesus.  The Sadducees were the 
wealthy aristocratic class among the Jews and they worked, by necessity, in close collaboration 
with the Roman government.  This assured their own wealth, position, and comfort, and the 
Romans had peace, more or less.  So it was a carefully balanced, win/win for the Romans and 
the Jewish leaders.  But Jesus and his growing popularity were a threat to that balance.  As 
William Barclay writes, 

The Sadducees saw Jesus as the possible leader of a rebellion.  He was stealing away the hearts 
of the people. The atmosphere was electric; and the Sadducees were determined to get rid of 
him in case there should be an uprising of the people and their own ease and comfort and 
authority be threatened. 

     And if the politics weren’t hard enough, Jesus’ teachings were a theological nightmare for 
the Jewish leaders. Jesus took issue with their interpretation and practice of Mosaic Law, he 
healed on the Sabbath, and he bested their brightest lawyers, time and again. And unlike the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees did not even believe in a bodily resurrection, and yet this Lazarus was 
walking around right in front of them!  Unless they could do something about this quickly, the 
foundations of their power, influence, and teaching would slip away. 

     Part of their solution, then, was to destroy the evidence by doing away with Lazarus!  
Imagine that - destroying evidence because it supports a truth that is contrary to one’s self-
interest!   

      Of course, such behavior continues in our own time.  Self-interest abounds and powerfully 
motivates, from the youngest to the oldest among us.  We do many wrongs to preserve what 
we think are essentials: wealth, status, power, reputation. How many amazing discoveries 
never see the light of day because the patents are bought up and rendered inoperative by 
those whose products or services are threatened?  How long did tobacco companies know that 
smoking was harmful, before they were forced to put warning labels on their packaging?   

     When people support a position by destroying the evidence which threatens it, they are 
doing a dishonest thing...and chances are, they know it.   



     But God still sits on the throne and eventually, the truth comes out.   

     The fact is, Jesus is the Son of God and he has Resurrection Power!  So even killing him didn’t 
solve the Sadducees’ problems... 

      

 


