
Sunday Sidebar:  April 21, 2019    Happy Easter! 
 

Do you like a good mystery? 

     Centuries ago, an advanced, seafaring civilization called the Rapa Nui built more than 800 
monuments that were so massive and ambiguous that they remain a mystery to this day. The 
Easter Island statues, or moai, are enormous stone figures placed along the coastline as if 
surveying the island's interior lands. Pretty cool looking, really!  And one of archaeology's 
greatest mysteries.  Where did these statures come from?  Who built them?  And why? 

     Easter Island was originally given that name by the first European explorers who landed on 
the island on Easter Sunday in 1722.  Contrary to popular belief, the Rapa Nui have not all 
disappeared.  Even today, the Rapa Nui make up roughly half of the Polynesian population of 
Easter island (around 8000 people according to the latest census).  Easter Island sits 
approximately 2300 miles off the coast of Chile and is today, a Chilean Territory.  Their 
ancestors probably came to the island a millennium ago, but the understanding and purpose of 
the moai have been lost over the years.  It’s a mystery…. 

    

Easter Morning 

  The resurrection of Jesus from the grave on that first Easter morning is another mystery and it 
forms the central tenet of the Christian faith!  We believe that Christ died on the cross, as 
atonement for the sins of all human beings.  The atonement is  another mystery.  We cannot 
say exactly how Christ saved us by his death, but something he did on the cross turned God’s 
wrath away from us, defeated sin and death, and opened up the way for us, back to God.  
Because of Jesus Christ, we can live forgiven, free from bondage to sin, and in right relationship 
with God.   

     Three days after his death, Jesus was raised from the dead by God.  Again, we cannot say 
precisely how.  And we don’t know for sure if Jesus’ resurrected body looked exactly as his 
earthly body.  If it did, why didn’t Mary or the disciples recognize Jesus immediately (John 20.1-
14; Luke 24.13-35)?    

         Then there is the nature of the Holy Trinity and God’s relationship to God’s self through 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and, well, it sounds a bit mysterious, too.   And there are more 
theological mysteries:  the grace extended to us in baptism; the way our participation in Holy 
Communion is a sharing in the body and blood of Christ; the exact mechanics of creation; and 
even the birth and incarnation of Jesus - how does an infinite God dwell in a finite human 
body...all holy mysteries.   

     And yet, through these mysteries and others, we are invited into the Christian faith.  Romans 
10.9 tells us:  That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   

     An appreciation of mystery, majesty, awe and wonder is essential to the life of faith!    
Indeed, if we had all the answers, what need would we have to walk in faith?  Faith is not about 
living without proof.  Faith is about living your life victoriously, unafraid of  a little mystery and 
ambiguity, and trusting in God’s love for you, and Jesus’ power to save you.  Have you found 
this faith yet?   


