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David and Bathsheba 

(The following is an excerpt from a book by Charles Swindoll.) 

     The Bible never flatters its heroes.  All the men and women of the Scriptures have, at 
times, feet of clay.  They sin.  They make mistakes.  They all have a dark side.  And 
when the Holy Spirit paints a picture of their lives...well...the Spirit is a very realistic 
artist!   

     Probably no sin, save the sin of Adam and Eve, has received more press than the 
sin of David and Bathsheba.  Movies have been made about it, books have been 
written,  sermons preached and countless discussions held, down through the 
centuries.   

     David certainly sinned, but his sin was no greater than your sin or mine; his flesh and 
our flesh are equally weak.  Fortunately for us, our sins simply haven’t been recorded 
for all to see and read and comment on. 

     Raymond Brown, in his work on David’s life, writes: 

     When we read this terrible story we instinctively think of the offence as David’s sin, 
but this attractive woman cannot be entirely excused.  Bathsheba was careless and 
foolish, lacking in the usual Hebrew modesty, or she certainly would not have washed in 
a place where she knew she could be overlooked.  From her roof-top she would often 
have looked out to the royal palace and must have known that she could be seen.  It is 
not enough merely to avoid sin ourselves.  The New Testament insists that Christians 
must ensure that they do not become a stumbling block to others (Romans 14.12-13).  If 
David had gone to war he would not have seen Bathsheba that night.  If she had 
thought seriously about her action she would not have put temptation in his path. 

    Without trying to cast blame, I agree with Brown that both David and Bathsheba could 
have made better decisions.  They were both at fault on this occasion, but of the two, 
David was certainly the aggressor.  He stopped and stared and lusted.  He sought her, 
lost control of his passion, ignored his responsibility as leader of the nation and totally 
forgot about God...and that led to both of them committing adultery.    

     If we are being realistic, there was probably great pleasure in this private moment, 
for both David and Bathsheba.  As the old saying goes, “stolen waters are sweet.”  
David was romantic and handsome...she was lonely, beautiful, perhaps flattered by the 
attention...There is no indication that Bathsheba resisted or that David forced himself 
upon her.  But it was sinful.  And there were dreadful consequences that marred David’s 
reputation and twisted his family for the rest of his life.  But there was also grace,  
greater than all David’s sin...   

     In his book, Temptation, Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes about this tenacious problem with 
which David and Bathsheba, you and I, and all people struggle: 

     In our members there is a slumbering inclination toward desire, which is both sudden 
and fierce.  With irresistible power, desire seizes mastery of the flesh.  All at once a 
secret, smoldering fire is kindled.  The flesh burns and is in flames.  It makes no 



difference whether it is a sexual desire, or ambition, or vanity, or desire for revenge, or 
love of fame and power, or greed for money… 

     At this moment God is quite unreal to us.  [Remember those words.]  He loses all 
reality, and only desire for the creature is real.  The only reality is the devil.  Satan does 
not here fill us with hatred of God, but with forgetfulness of God…  The lust thus 
aroused envelops the mind and will of man in deepest darkness.  The powers of clear 
discrimination and of decision are taken from us.  The questions present themselves as, 
“Is what the flesh desires really sin in this case?”  And, “Is it really not permitted to me, 
yes, expected of me now, here in my particular situation to appease desire?”… 

     It is here that everything within me rises up against the Word of God…   Therefore 
the Bible teaches us in times of temptation in the flesh, there is one command:  Flee!  
Flee fornication.  Flee idolatry.  Flee youthful lusts.  Flee the lusts of the world.  There is 
no resistance to Satan in lust other than flight.   

     How should we face temptation?  First step is to flee.  Then have a little talk with 
Jesus... 


