
March 25, 2018  Sermon: The Casting of Crowns 

Lots of Palm-Waving Fans 

Jesus was very popular as he rode into Jerusalem on the day we now celebrate as Palm Sunday.  In fact, 

for most of the last three years, Jesus had enjoyed the approval of the crowds.  They were happy to 

follow Jesus by the thousands…as long as he was healing the sick and feeding them with fish and bread.  

But when Jesus began shutting down the “all you can eat” buffet, the crowds did thin out some…When 

Jesus began calling folks on the fact they were just following him for the free food, he challenged them 

to dig a little deeper and grow a little faith. 

Jesus says to the crowd, 26You are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but 

because  you ate the loaves and had your fill.  27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that 

endures to eternal life… (John 6:26-27) 

And the crowd was like, “What do you mean, Jesus?  What do we need to do, to do the works that God 

requires?”  And I love Jesus’ response:  29Jesus answered, The work of God is this: to believe in the one 

he has sent. 

Well that sounds easy enough, right?  Just believe in Jesus and you’re good with God!  Why then, do so 

many people today get hung up on this? 

Kyle Idleman, in his book, Not a Fan, puts it this way:  Jesus says, “I am the bread of life.”  And when 

Jesus is the only thing on the menu, the crowd has to decide if just Jesus himself, Christ alone, will 

satisfy… 

Here’s what the Bible says about the crowd’s response:  From this time (on) many of his disciples 

turned back and no longer followed him. (John 6:66.) 

Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked them, “Do you want to leave, too?”  “Huh?  What?  Us?  Oh, 

no, we’re with you, Jesus…Let’s press on!” 

Interestingly enough, in the 6th chapter of John, Jesus didn’t seem too worried about the fact that most 

of his fans went home.  Why?  Because Jesus always looks into people’s hearts.  And it wasn’t the size of 

the crowd that mattered to Jesus; it was the level of their commitment… 

Fan or Follower 

What’s your level of commitment these days?  Are you a fan of Jesus?  Or a real follower?  Devotedly 

following Jesus Christ involves a lot more than free meals and miracles.  Constantly surrendering your 

will to Jesus’ is a challenge.  The disciples, with the exception of Judas Iscariot, were real followers and 

that is what Jesus looks for, in every generation, the folks who will surrender their lives to him.  The 

disciples left a lot to follow Jesus.  They left families, all for the surpassing value of knowing Jesus and 

recognizing him as the Messiah. 



The disciples sacrificed a lot, but they gained a lot, too.  They saw awesome things, they learned lots, 

and their lives were transformed.  Especially after Easter and the coming of the Holy Spirit… but even 

through Palm Sunday and Holy Week and Easter, they grew so much. 

 They learned that, even out of what seems like a devastating defeat, God can bring victory. 

 They learned that even for human weakness and fear and sin, there is forgiveness. 

 They learned that God is always true to God’s Word. 

 They learned that the worst thing is never the last thing. 

 And they learned that Jesus really is the Living Stone (1 Peter 2:4-5) – rejected by humans and 

crucified on a cross, but chosen by God to bring redemption to humankind. 

Are you following Jesus: 

Or are you just a fan… 


