
Sunday Sidebar- September 1, 2019 

 

REMEMBER 

Give thanks for and pray God’s protection for our children, many of whom are returning to 
school and beginning fall routines. 

 
READ 

Psalm 111 
 
PONDER 

In this beautiful psalm, praise erupts not because we feel good, but because God is good.  
Praise rises as we focus on God’s deeds, and in this psalm, the whole community gathers to 
publicly praise and give thanks for the faithfulness of God.  In the Hebrew, each verse begins 
with a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet, forming an acrostic.  That reminds me of a 
teacher giving an assignment to praise God using the twenty-six letters of the alphabet.  The 
ideas may not flow nicely together, but the total list of thanksgiving can change a person and, 
as the psalmist notes, constitutes the beginning of wisdom (v.10). 
      
God’s faithfulness to the covenant remains strong (v.5), and God continues to show mercy (v.4) 
and justice (v.7).  These great themes of the Psalms give rise again and again to songs of praise. 
 
PRAYER/PRACTICE 

What memories do you hold of September - skipping rope on the playground?  Sitting in 
wooden desks arranged in rows?  Hearing the sound of chalk on the chalkboard?  What 
childhood memories get stirred when a school bus passes or when you see a box of crayons?  
Some of our childhood remains in us, though we must confess that anxious hurry has replaced 
skipping along, seriousness has crowded out playtime, and complexity often drowns out simple 
wonder… 
      
Offer a little prayer for the school memories you still carry.  You might begin, “Loving God, let a 
little wonder and joy flow in me this month.  Let me be teachable and playful, and fun to be 
around.  Let there be a twinkle in my eye and a light in my soul….”   - by Larry James Peacock,   
A book called Openings 
 
 
David and Jonathan 

Chapter 18 of 1st Samuel begins this way:   
After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and 
he love him as himself...And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved 
him as himself.  Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along 
with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt… 

 



Jonathan was just instantly drawn to David in a deep friendship that lasted a lifetime!  As crown 
prince of Israel, Jonathan was sharing his belongings with David as if to say, “you’re part of the 
family now, brother!”  Jonathan didn’t know that David had already been anointed the next 
king, but over the years, Jonathan came to see that David would lead the nation forward, not 
his father Saul’s line.  And still, Jonathan didn’t resent David - he loved him!   
      
What a blessing such deep, unselfish friendships are in our lives.  We are fortunate to have a 
few such relationships.  Think of your best friend these days….  Have you told them lately, how 
much you appreciate them? 


