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HOT DOGS, MUSIC AND JESUS! 
AT NEW BETHEL UMC  

SUNDAY, APRIL 29TH  

4:00 - 6:00 PM 
We are opening the doors here at New Bethel UMC on Sunday, April 29,and inviting our community 

to come see what we are doing!  We’ll serve some free food (hotdogs, chips, etc.), show folks where 

the action takes place (Sanctuary, classrooms, etc.), and have some music!  Featured musical artist 

Beckie Wilson and her husband Tim will share their talents in the Sanctuary from 5:00-6:00pm. 

Friday, April 20th 
Doors open at 6:15 pm * Game begins at 7:00 pm 

 

Dessert Auction  
Snack Foods and Drinks Available 

(sloppy Joes, nachos, sodas, etc) 
 

$10 per person * 8 people per table 
 

Reserve your table starting Sunday, April 8th  

New Bethel Youth fundraiser. 
Proceeds help towards our Mission Trip  

to Grundy, VA, in June. 

SHIPWRECKED VBS WORKDAYS: 
New Bethel UMC is teaming up with several other local churches to prepare for this year’s Va-

cation Bible School.  By combining talents and resources, all the churches will be able to present 

quality programs for the children of their neighborhoods. 

Workdays have been scheduled for April 19, 20 and 21.  Thursday and Friday will be from 6pm to 

9pm, and Saturday will be 9am until “done.”  All groups will meet at Unity Baptist Church in Granite 

City,  2500 St Clair Ave, Granite City, IL 62040  



 

 
Pastor’s Pen 
     Easter was a wonderful celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ!  So what do we do now?  
What’s next?  For starters, we continue to grow in our knowledge and faith in Jesus Christ and we 
work to serve him in the world.  For an example, let’s look at Simon of Cyrene: 
 
     If you attended the 7 pm Good Friday service at New Bethel UMC, you heard a song called 
“Watch the Lamb,” which told a part of Simon’s story.  Simon was the man forced to carry Jesus’ 
cross the rest of the way to Golgotha.  Since Palestine was an occupied country, any man could be 
impressed into Roman service at any time for any task.  The sign of impressment was a tap on the 
shoulder with a sword or the flat of a Roman spear.  One resisted such an invitation at great 
personal peril.   
     Simon was from Cyrene in Africa.  William Barclay writes:  “No doubt he had come from that far 
off land for the Passover.  No doubt he had scraped and saved for many years in order to come.  No 
doubt he was gratifying the ambition of a lifetime to eat one Passover in Jerusalem.  Then this 
happened to him.”   
 
Mark 15.21-24: 
21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of 
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they brought Jesus[a] to the place called Golgotha 
(which means the place of a skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take 
it. 24 And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each 
should take. 
 
     Indeed, whatever Simon’s original plans were, the grim task of carrying a cross for the Messiah 
figured nowhere in them.  Nevertheless, Simon carried the cross of Jesus…and it seems to have 
changed him.  Certainly at the beginning, he must have resented this horrible conscription and 
perhaps his intention was to drag the cross to its place and fling it down and leave as quickly as 
possible.  But we can surmise that something about Jesus fascinated him and perhaps he lingered at 
Golgotha.   
 
 Simon is described as the father of Alexander and Rufus.  So the people for whom the gospel 
was written must have been meant to recognize him by this description.  Many scholars believe that 
Mark’s gospel was the first one written for the Church at Rome.  And when we turn to Paul’s letter 
to the Romans and read 16.13, Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; and greet his mother – a mother 
to me also.  Could this have been the son of Simon, all grown up and serving the Risen savior?  If 
so, things must have happened to Simon on Golgotha… 
 
     Now we turn to Acts 13.1, Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers:  
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of 
Herod the ruler, and Saul.  Simeon is another form of Simon and Niger (Latin for “black”) was a 
term used for a man of dark skin who came from Africa, and Cyrene is in Africa.  Here it may well 
be that we are encountering Simon of Cyrene again, years later.  Perhaps Simon’s experience on the 
way to Golgotha bound his heart forever to Jesus Christ.  Maybe he became a leader and teacher in 
the Christian church at Antioch.  And just maybe, Simon helped send off Saul 
and Barnabas on their first missionary journey to the Gentiles.   
 
     Whatever you and I choose to do after Easter, it is a given that 
encountering Jesus Christ changes us.  May we all be emboldened to preach, 
teach, proclaim and serve the risen Lord, as we grow in faith. 
 
See you in Church Sunday, 

Pastor Penny      
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A21-41&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24842a


Are you ready to rumble?  With laughter, that is! 
If you are already signed up , your tickets are in the Office for you to 
pick up.  These first 22 tickets were purchased for $10 each, but are 
FREE to you.  If you find you cannot attend, we want to make your 
seats available to others. 
 
If you have not signed up, seats are still available, but are not free.  Contact Pastor Penny or Linda for 
details on how to get tickets. 

Welcome Our New Members... 
 Brad and Vickie Biggs and their son, Alexander 

Brad and Vickie were united in marriage here at New Bethel UMC on January 20, 2018.  They 
joined the church by transfer on March 4th!  Vickie is an OR nurse at St. Elizabeth’s hospi-
tal in O’Fallon.  Brad is a stay-at-home dad, enjoying his time with Alexander who is about 18 
months old!  

 
 Brian and Angie Erdmann and their daughter, Addison 

Brian works at Edible Arrangements in Edwardsville and he collects vintage toys and enjoys 
going to car shows and the movies.  Angie works at CRB construction in St. Louis as a project 
accountant and she also enjoys going to movies and seeing live bands, and Angie collects Pre-
cious Moments figurines.  We also had the privilege Sunday of baptizing little Addison June, 
who is almost 5 months old and seems to enjoy our music (and the preaching)!  They joined on 
Easter Sunday, by way of transfer from Union UMC in Belleville. 

 
 Dorothy Hamilos 

Dorothy was a secretary for the Board of Education in Granite City for 25 years before re-
tiring.  She and her husband Bill were married for 61 years and they enjoyed doing lots of 
different things together, including dancing!  Bill passed away in 2007 and Dorothy now lives 
in Meridian Village, where she enjoys Bible study, Rummikub, visiting with other people, and 
playing pinochle!  She joined Easter Sunday by transfer from St. John’s UCC in Collinsville. 
 

 Gail Mueller 
Gail lives in Granite City and joined the New Bethel UMC family on Easter, by way of trans-
fer from St. John’s UCC in Collinsville.    

   

NEW BETHEL UMC SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Our Administrative Council recently approved the establishment of a New Bethel UMC Scholarship 
Fund to benefit our congregation’s High School Seniors who are going on to college.  This will be an 
exciting opportunity to tangibly demonstrate our support and encouragement of our students’ con-
tinuing education.  Our goal is to bless every senior who graduates and continues on to college.  We 
are drawing up some guidelines now, and hope to award the first scholarships this year.  If you 
would like to make a donation to this new fund, just write a check to New Bethel UMC and in the 
memo line put “scholarship fund.”  Thank you ahead of time, for your love and support of our won-
derful students! 

LOST AND FOUND... 
An Apple charger cord/converter box was found in Room 203/204 



 

 

THANK YOUs… 
I want to thank everyone for their prayers, food, visits,and prayer shawl during recovery from 
knee replacement. I know I would not be doing as well as I am without your support and encourage-
ment.  
Blessings, Nancy Gaines.  
 
A big Thank You from Dennis Wilson to all who participated in our Holy Week services! 
 
To Dennis Wilson for his tireless and very creative efforts for the special services during Lent.  
Dennis is a wonderful script writer and loves to provide a deeper look into the lives and histories of 
the people in the Bible.  Be sure to thank him! 
 
To Russ Gilliland for his work on installing the new television in the Disciple room.  It looks great 
and will serve our disciple classes (and others) well for years to come!  If anyone has need of the 
old style t.v. (it still works well, it’s just big and bulky), let the church office know by the end of 
April and it’s yours, free of charge!    
 
To the United Methodist Men for their wonderful breakfast on Easter morning!  It was deli-
cious and they all worked hard to serve us!   

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Finance Committee will meet Sunday, April 8, at 4:00pm. 

Administrative Council will meet on Tuesday, April 17, at 6:30pm. 

FELLOWSHIP 

NEW FELLOWSHIP GROUP  The Lord has laid on my heart, a desire to form a 

new fellowship group.  I wonder:  do you have extra time that you’d like to fill with significance?  
I wonder:  are there others in the New Bethel UMC family that could stand to develop a few more 
meaningful friendships?   I wonder: do you, like me, have love to share with others and a desire 
to serve Jesus? 

   I have no set agenda or design or even specific activities for the group at present; I just feel this 
calling to pursue a fellowship group open to all, and see where the Lord leads us.  So if you are of 
like mind, please prayerfully consider joining me on this new adventure.  There is a clipboard in 
the lobby marked New Fellowship Group.  Just add your name and I will contact you soon.    
I envision this new group starting in May…                                     Peace in Christ,  Lucile Aerne 

CHURCH WORK DAY 
The New Bethel UMC Trustees would like to have a work day here at the church on Saturday,  
May 5th, from 8am-1pm.  There will be lots of different jobs, both inside and outside the 
church, ranging from straightening and cleaning rooms, to weeding gardens, light repairs, and maybe 
a little painting.  If you can donate an hour of time to help with a one of these yearly projects that 
would be awesome.  When we all work together, it makes a lighter load!  Trustee Chairperson Mike 
Chamberlain (and others) will be onsite to supervise and answer any questions.   

MISSION TRIPS TO HOUSTON  More information will be 
coming in August.  Right now, we are tentatively scheduled to work in 
Houston the week of December 3-7, 2018.  Please let Pastor know if 
you might be able to help this week.  We need a team of at least 3 
women and 3 men… 



 

 

FROM OUR FINANCE SECRETARY: 

Do you want to go paperless?  New Bethel UMC can now generate and 

send quarterly Giving statements by email .  If you would participate in this 

new program, please contact Ken Gaines at 304-1910 or 

krgain@gmaiil.com, or the church office to confirm your email address.  (If 

you want to continue getting paper copies, that’s OK too!) 

BOOK CLUB   Some folks who attend New Bethel participated in an event organized by The 

United Congregations of Metro East called "Conversations in Race" Over a period of three 
months, approximately 200 people from Madison and St. Clair counties participated in small 
group and larger group conversations about how our faith informs our beliefs regarding race and 
race relations in our communities. This event sparked the curiosity of some members of our con-
gregations. We viewed Henery Louis Gates' film series called "The African Americans: Many Riv-
ers to Cross" Some of the people who viewed the film wanted to continue a gathering in a book 
club format. The proposal would be to meet at the church on the first Monday of each month at 
6:30  and look further into our faith and race.  For more information, contact Larry Evans.
(evans.larry9@gmail.com 618-447-1502) 

CHURCH SECURITY TEAM – if you would be interested in serving on the New Bethel 
UMC Security Team, please send a text to Pastor Penny at 217-932-3115 or email her at 
pastorpenny@newbethelumc.org.  As the Administrative Council looks into developing a team, 
training will be provided. 

2nd Annual Lahr-Well Academy  
Leadership Initiative 

Coming to New Bethel UMC on Saturday, 
May 19th 

8am – 1 pm 
[stay tuned for more details] 

HELP WANTED... 
FLOWER WATERER  
We could use a volunteer to come by twice a week and water the flowers in the planters outside 
the church’s front doors.  If you’re interested and willing, just call the church office (618-288-
5700) for details!   
 
KEYBOARDIST for the 10:45 am service 
Our present keyboardist, Matthew Lawhead will be heading off to college and has a busy summer 
ahead of him.  By the end of May, we will need a replacement.  If you are interested or know of 
someone who might be, please let us know in the church office, asap!  Compensation negotiable. 
 
NURSERY ATTENDANT, Sundays, 8 am – Noon 
Our present nursery attendant, Lindsey Hohlt, will also be heading off to college and has a busy 
summer ahead of her.  By the end of May, we will need a replacement in the nursery as well!  If you 
are interested or know of someone who might be, please let us know in the church office, asap!   
Applications available in the office.  Compensation is $40/week.   

mailto:krgain@gmaiil.com
mailto:pastorpenny@newbethelumc.org


 

 MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  

Be sure to read Judy’s email! 
Trivia night is April 20th!   

We have lots of work to get ready: 
 

Wednesdays:  April 4, 11, 18:  6:00-7:30 in room 103/104.   

We will be using this time to prepare for Trivia Night.  All youth are needed to help,  

even if you are not going on the Mission Trip!  Bring ideas for Trivia questions, publicity, 
etc. 

 

Volunteers are needed to sell tickets between services on April 8 and 15. 

 

Set up is on Thursday 6:30 pm 

 

Trivia Night is Friday, April 20.  We need to be at church at 5:30 for final preparations. 

Doors open at 6:15pm, and play begins at 7pm.  

Invite your family and friends!  Tickets are $10 each, tables limited to 8 players each.  

 

Wednesday, April 25: 6:00-7:30pm  Bible Study and more!  

The Hour Between…something for everyone! 
Sunday mornings 9:30-10:30am 

Small Groups - Conversations - Bible Study Classes 
 

Conversations during The Hour Between: 

Course 3 -  
Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom.  Led by Judy Lee.   

This 4-week discussion begins on April 8th.  Books are available in the Lobby and office. 

 

Other Conversations: 

Women of Faith -  Jesus Calling 

Son Catchers Class 

Children’s and Youth Classes 

Embracing  Grace  group meets at Rosewood Care Center 

Graduate Recognition Sunday is May 20th.   

Graduates, please submit a paragraph about yourself, your accomplishments to date, and what your 
plans are after graduation.  Also scan and send 8-10 pictures of yourself, including your senior picture.  
Email these to Judy Lee by May 2nd.  (judylee79@gmail.com)  

This is always a special Sunday, so invite family and friends to celebrate with you at church that day! 



 

 

RECURRING EVENTS AT NEW BETHEL… 
 

SUNDAYS:      

Worship.  8:15 & 10:45 AM           

   

Nursery. 8:00 AM-Noon   

  

Sunday School and Small Groups.  9:30 AM

              

WEEKLY: 

Tuesday Daytime 

 Quilters.  Tuesdays 9:15 AM.  Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

Tuesday Evening 

 Praise Band Practice.  7pm 

Wednesday Evening 

 Middle & Senior High School.  Lively learning and fun with Ms. Judy Lee.  6-7:30  PM, Room 103/104. 

 Bible Study, Prayer Shawl Ministry.  6:30pm 

 Chancel Choir.  Practice weekly at 7:30pm 

Thursday Evening  

 Bell Choir.  1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6pm  

  

MONTHLY: 

United Methodist Men.  2nd Saturdays, 8 AM breakfast and meeting 

United Methodist Women.  2nd Saturdays, 9:30 AM 

April Birthdays 

1- Caroline Walton 

2- Troy Walton 

4- Ralph Well 

5- Mark Sedlacek 

5- Anne Walton 

6- Jacob Paul 

8- Mike Chamberlain, JR 

9- Shelly Gilliland 

22- Kasey Hohlt 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES… 

12- Robin and Dennis Schneider 

26- Sarah and Steve Paul 

27- Barb and Larry Metter 

 

 

 

THE HOUR BETWEEN SERVICES - SUNDAYS 9:30 AM: 

 

Room 102 - Have a Little Faith  with Judy Lee 

Room 202—Women of Faith Class on Jesus Calling 

Room 204 - Son Catchers, led by Norma Abram 

Off-site - Embracing Grace 

 

  

How do leaders earn respect?  By 
making sound decisions, admitting  
their mistakes, and putting what’s  

best for their followers and the 
organization ahead of their personal 

agendas. 
 

John Maxwell 
 The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

Easter 
Sunday 

 2 
 

 

 3 
 

 

 4 
 

5 
 

Disciple 1– 6p 
Bell Choir– 6p 
 

6 7 

8 
 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 
 
Finance Comm. 
meeting- 4:00pm 

9 
 

Bible Study– 
6pm  

 
 

10 
 

Quilters– 9:15a 
Praise Team – 
7p 

11 
 

AA– 7am 
Youth Group– 
6pm 
Bible Study and 
Groups– 6:30pm 
Choir– 7:30p 

12 
 

Disciple I – 6p 
 

13 
 

Fight Night- 
6:30pm 

14 
 
UMM -  8am 
UMW - 9:30am 

15 
 

Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 
 

 

16 
 

Bible Study– 
6pm  

17 
 

Quilters– 9:15a 
Praise Team – 
7p 

18 
 

AA– 7am 
Youth Group– 
6pm 
Groups - 6:30pm 
No Bible Study 
Choir–7:30pm 

19 
 

Disciple I – 6p 
Bell Choir– 6p 
 
VBS Decorating - 
6-9pm ** 

20 
VBS Decorating - 
6-9pm ** 

 

Trivia 
Night 
Doors open 

6:15pm 
Game begins 7pm 

21 
VBS Decorating 
- 9am til ??** 

22 
 

Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 

 
 

23 
 

Bible Study– 
6pm  

24 
 

Quilters– 9:15a 
Ad. Board 
meeting- 6:30p 
Praise Team - 
7p 

25 
 

AA– 7am 
Youth Group– 
6pm 
Bible Study and 
Groups– 6:30pm 
Choir– 7:30p 

26 
 

Disciple I– 6p 
 
 
 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

25 
Disciple 2– 
1:30pm 
 

Hotdogs, 
Music and 

Jesus!! 
4-6pm 

 

30 
 

Bible Study– 
6pm  

  
 
** VBS Workdays 
will be held at 
Unity Baptist 
Church in Granite 
City 

   

April 2018 


